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Low-tech judges could be 


Mine probers find heavy 
fired for ‘gross ignorance’ 


metals in villagers’ bodies 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDIN. Luzon Bureau 
BAGUIO CITY—SUPREME 
Court Associate Justice 
Antonio Carpio has a sug- 
gestion regarding judges 


‘who are computer iliterate: 
Firethem “forgrossigno- Ё. 


rane.” 


LOW-TECH/AIS 


BALANCED 


S, FEAR 
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s Views 


RESIDENTS OF SIX VILLAGES IN SORSOGON 
апа Albay were found to have heavy metals in 
their bodies, allegedly due to exposure to con- 
taminated materials from a nearby mine, accord- 
ing to а study submitted to the Rapu-Rapu 
Fact-Finding Commission, 

Mercury, lead, cadmium and arsenic were de- 
tected in urine and blood samples taken from. 
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Bro. Mike won’t Cha-cha 


President 
warned of 
‘silent rage’ 
over oil 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr., 
Christine О. Avendaño 
and Michelle V. Remo 


AN ECONOMIC ADVISER OF 
President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday warned her of a simmer- 
ing public fury over surging oil 
prices, which he likened to the 
опе that fueled the downfall of 
the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda said this 
"silent rage" could only be calmed 
by the suspension of the 12 percent 
expanded value-added tax (VAT) on 
energy products, which Ms Arroyo's 
economic managers had rejected as 
unacceptable after the proposed 
measure spooked financial mar- 
kets, foreign investors and intema- 
tional credit rating agencies. 

The Cabinet yesterday decided 
instead to lower oil import tariffs 
to cushion the impact of record- 
high world crude prices and keep 
the government finances on track. 

"What we have looked at and 
decided is the tariff adjustment. 
As prices of crude increase, we 
can allow for ап adjustment 
Thats a reduction in the tariff du- 
ty on crude," Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves told reporters 

“Its a sliding scale formula. In 
other words, ifthe price of crude oil 
is at a certain level, we can adjust 
this by 1 percentage point. If it stil 
goes up to another level, we can ad- 
justitto 2 percentage points.” 

The Philippines, which imports 
nearly al its daily oil requirement 

PRESIDENT/AIO 


‘SEEING DOUBLE AND MORE. Putting on the face of their idol, fans of ousted President Estrada hold a rally demanding his release outside St. Peter's 
Church on Commonwealth Avenue which has become the venue of choice of the rabidly pro-Estrada forceswhenevertheirherogoestecourt. wrist 


Near tears, Estrada lashes out at Singson 


By Volt Contreras 
and Nelson Flores 


VISIBIY NEARING TEARS, OUST- 
ed President Joseph Estrada yes- 
terday let out in court what may 
be his most embittered statements 
under oath against his chief accus- 
ег, Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis "Chavit" 
Singson. 

He called Singson a “corrupt 
governor" "a publicly accused 
murderer,” а “documented” 


smuggler of motorcycles, and 
someone who worked for his 
ouster because he was about to 
lose his own illegal gambling 
racket to state-sanctioned gam- 
ing. 

The 69-year-old Estrada ap- 
peared for the fifth time to defend 
himself in his 5-year-old trial for 
plunder, а crime penalized by 
death through lethal injection but 
unlikely to be carried out amid 
the current debate against the 


death penalty. 

Prosecutors allege Estrada 
amassed about P4 billion from il- 
legal gambling payoffs, tax kick- 
backs and commissions stashed 
in secret bank accounts under an 
alias. He also faces a perjury 
charge for allegedly underreport- 
ing his assets in 1999. 

Toward the midday break, 
Estrada's defense counsel, Jose 
Flaminisno, moved to wrap up 
the morning session by asking his 


SC ruling put to a test in May Day rallies 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


MAY 1 WILLSHOW WHO'S WHO. 

Leftist groups said Mala- 
cañang’s respect for the Supreme 
Courts decision declaring the cal- 
‘brated preemptive response 
(CPR) policy unconstitutional 
would be tested on Labor Day, 
when protesters take to the 
streets to demand a better living 
package. 

Sanlakas president Wilson For- 


taleza said the protest actions on 
Monday would be the litmus test 
for President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and the Philippine National Po- 
lice. 

"Is it the Supreme Court deci- 
sion on CPR that will be followed, 
or would it be Malacafiang, ће 
PNP and the likes of Mayor (Lito) 
Atienza, who will have the final 
word?" Fortaleza asked. 

The Solidarity of Union and La- 
bor Organizations for New Gov- 


ernment (Sulong) is hoping to 
bring 30,000 workers out in the 
streets while the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) 
and the Kilusang Mayo Uno 
(KMU) are expecting at least 
20,000 people. 

The protesters will run into a 
5,000-strong Task Force Manila 
Shield, Metro Manila Police Chief 
Vidal Querol said yesterday. Po- 
lice also will be on full alert. 

SCRULING/AS 


„СМ wins 4 local press awards 


PDI'S SISTER publication Cebu Daily News publsher/acting editor in chief 
Eileen Mangubat and PDI publisher Isagani Yambot receive the awards. 


‘THE CEBU DAILY NEWS WAS 
awarded the best edited daily 
community newspaper in the 
country topping four of five cat- 
egories in ће 2005 Community 
Press Awards given by the 
Philippine Press Institute (PPI). 

The CDN bested other final- 
ists in a nationwide search and 
was adjudged Best Edited Paper, 
Best in Photojournalism, Best in 
Editorial Page and Best in Busi- 
ness and Economic Reporting. 

A fifth category, Best Science 
and Environment Reporting, 
was won by Kapawa News of 
Bacolod City. 

‘The award ceremonies were 
held Monday night during the 
10th National Press Forum and 
PPI Membership meeting held 
at the Orchid Garden Suites in 
Manila. 

CON WINS/ AS 


Thousands 
of freedom 
parks rising 


By PDI Metro Section. 
and PDI Visayas Bureau 


THOUSANDS OF FREEDOM 
parks will be put up across the 
country as local government ex- 
ecutives promise to heed a 
Supreme Court ruling, but offi- 
cials of two cities in Metro Manila 
claim their jurisdictions were too 
congested for such parks. 

A spokesperson of Parafiaque 
Mayor Florencio Bernabe said the 
city government had limited op- 
tions because most of the city was. 
occupied by subdivisions. 

“Right now, Parafiaque does 
not have a freedom park to speak 
of as required by the Supreme 
Court," Nelson Lacambra said. 

The order to put up freedom 
parks was part of the court's rul- 
ing issued Tuesday declaring the 
governments “calibrated pre- 
emptive response" policy uncon- 
stitutional, The CPR allowed law 
enforcers to break up antigovern- 
ment rallies without permits. 

АШ public plazas and parks 
shall be deemed freedom parks if 
the towns and cities have not de- 
clared them as such 30 days after 
the tribunal issued its final d 
sion, No permits will be required 

THOUSANDS A6 


El Shaddai 
mobilized 
vs signature 
campaign 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


and Felipe V. Celino 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


OPPONENTS OF A SIG- 
nature campaign being 
supported by  Mala- 
cafiang to pave the way 
for a parliamentary 
form of government 
have found an ally in 
Bro. Mariano "Mike" 
Velarde, leader of the 
Catholic charismatic 
group El Shaddai. 


Velarde vowed to mobilize his 
followers against the signature 
drive aimed at changing the 1987 
Constitution. 

He said he had instructed 
members of the group not to sign 
the form being circulated by or- 
ganizers of the "people's initia- 
tive,” a mode of amending the 
Constitution favored by Mala- 
cafiang. 

El Shaddai claims at least five 
million members here and 
abroad. 


dient about his “feelings” con- 
ceming the charges leveled 
against him particularly by 
Singson. 

“My feeling is that not even in 


my wildest dreams did I expect to 
be placed in this stand—from 
President to prisoner It's so 
painful to be here because of lies 
Started by one man," he said, re- 

ferring to Singson. 
It further hurt him, he said, to 
NEAR TEARS/ AIS 


| ge 
PAPARAZZI’S PETS 


“We already told our members 
not to sign anything that they do 
not understand. I was told they 
were approached but they did not 
know what they are being told to 
sign," Velarde said in an interview 
with the Inquinen. 

BRO.MIKE A6 


The Miss Philippines-Earth 2006 candidates are presented to 
the media at Patio Victoria in Intramuros, Manila, on 
1 Wednesday. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wi! continuo to experienco most- 
y йоду skies with scare rashovers and isolited fundor 
‘storms becoming more frequent over eastern Visayas. The rest ol 
Tho country wil be party cloudy toal times cloudy wth isolated rain- 
D thunderstorms ost inte alroon or evening э, 


a Paty Couty  — lalofeccioi Clout with Reins 


E-mail: pr newsGinguirercom.ph. иң Юз Суй 


Second FRONTPAGE 5 === 


EE 
Wirt poar benike la retaken 123 Rabe or Ж ar mue 


Erap denies US espionage charge 


FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA YES- ready reported bby local newspa- = or our economy, pesce who ded in the offices ы Ds prosecutors depict Aquino, 
i s pets. and order, corruption, human Presidents Al Gore and Dick Ch- а former high-ranking police offi- 
terday denied allegations by US federal prosecu- "He said he would never getin- rights violations,” Estrada said. “I eney While working for the FBI at cial, as a аа Arag- 
tors that he conspired with a former FBI analyst to ied in a plot р oat Кл read = all in our newspapers Fort Monmouth, he was accused oncillo and opposition politi- 
: ; 4 who, as vice president, took over every day" ‘of downloading more than 100 cians. He is charged with conspir- 
steal classified information that could be used to Wio ісе НЫ е 2001 Баайа sald he has not been -sensitive intelligence documents. acy to us essel information 
oust President Macapagal-Arroyo. "people power” protest that oust- notified of any formal charges by Court documents indicate he is and acting as an unregistered for- 
ed himon charges of corruption. US authorities and declined to negotiating a plea agreement. eign agent. 
According to documents filed lyst Leandro Aragoncillo to help “I don't have that intention, comment further. ‘The names of Estrada and the If the judge permits the taking of 
this week in US District Court in try to overthrow Ms Arroyo. whatsoever,” Estrada told TheAs- Lacson also denied the allega- two legislators emerged Monday depositions in the Philippines, they 
Newark, New Jersey, Estrada op- Estrada acknowledged receiv- sociated Press by telephone, tion, butFuentebella could notbe when the US attorney for Michael would be videotaped and could be 
position Sen. Panfilo Lacson and ing information from Aragonci- — Estrada ‘denied the informa- immediately reached for com- Ray Aquino, the only person in- played for a jury in the United 
former House Speaker Arnulfo lo, but he said it was passed on to tion was classified ment, according to the АР dicted thus far, sought a judge's States. Assistant US Attorney Karl 
Fuentebella might have sought him voluntarily and amounted to “There was nothing new but А Filipino-American, Arag- permission to take depositions Buch opposed the request. AP with 
Fuentebella e rmerFBlama- nothing more than what was al- US Embassy reports to Washing- олсо is a former US Marine from the three in the Philippines. Leila B. Salaverria 


O TELL YOU THE TRUTH! 


So that the Filipino people may know the truth 


To tell you the truth, THERE HAS BEEN NO OVERPRICING OF MEGA PACIFIC'S AUTOMATED COUNTING 
MACHINES (АСМ)! 


The procurement process always begins with a budget estimate. In the case of the АСМ», a Commitee, composed of experts п information 
technology finance and investment from the private sector (among whom were Augusto Lagman and Maricor Ako) as well ав from non-government 
organizations (headed by NAMFREL through ts Chairman Jose Concepcion and Executive Director Telibert Lao) was formed during the term of 
former COMELEC Chairman Alredo L. Benipayo. Said Committee was tasked to conducta thorough study in order to come up with a budget estimate. 
Therecommended Php 1.3 bilion budget became the basis of COMELEC for its automation program. 

“The АСМ of Меда Pacific actually cost only Php 1.248 bilion - way below the budget estimate, Where is the overprice? The bid price ofthe 
losing bidders Php 1.297 bilion. Aside from being already higher than the price of Mega Pacific's ACMs, this covers only Mindanao and NCR. Based 
on this price, therefore, the cost for nationwide automation wil be Php 3.532 bilion - exceeding that of he winning bidder by more than Php 2.248 
bilion! 

Thats not ай! The АСМ of Mega Pacific can detect and reject fake ballots a well as ballots that have been previously counted, unike the 
counting machines ofthe losing bidder! 


To tell you the truth, MEGA PACIFIC'S ACMs ARE LESS EXPENSIVE THAN THE COUNTING MACHINES USED IN THE 
ARMM IN 1996-1998! 


The overall cost of the 68 counting machines used in 1996-1998 for ARMM alone was US$1.020 million. If we were to base our computation on 
this price (using the prevailing exchange rate at the time of the bidding for the АСМе which was USS1.00 : Php 55.00}, the cost for nationwide 
automation will amount to Php 2.019 billion. This means that the ACMs of Mega Pacific bought by COMELEC are still much cheaper! 


To tell you the truth, BY SIMPLY LOOKING AT THE TABLE BELOW, IT IS READILY APPARENT THAT COMELEC HAS 
ALWAYS CONSIDERED THE BEST INTEREST OF THE GOVERNMENT IN BUYING THE ACMs OF MEGA PACIFIC! 


AIS] ES&S TIM (Losing Bidder) Mega Pacific 


with ES&S (Winning Bidder) 


2272 1391 
(Manual-Fed, Automatic Feeding 
Slow Counting Machines) Machines 


{Areas where the Counting Machines shall be used ARMM Pilot - Test Mindanao and NCR only Nationwide. 


Over-all Expenses US$1,020000 Php 1,297,860,560 Php 1,248,949,088 


Php 50.49 Php 88.29 Php 31.22 


Supplier of Counting Machines 


Number of Counting Machines 68 


Cost per voter 


Estimated Budget if the Counting 
Machines are used for 40 million voters 
US$ 1.00: Php 55.00) 


GOVERNMENT SAVINGS 
ON MEGA PACIFIC ACMS 


Php 2.019 Billion Php 3.532 Billion Php 1.248 Billion 


Php 771 Million Php 2.248 Billion 


To tell you the truth, MEGA PACIFIC'S ACMs HAVE BEEN CERTIFIED 100% ACCURATE AND RELIABLE BY THE DOST! 


The Department of Sclence and Technology is the country's premiere ‘expert agency on matters Involving modern technologies. As mandated 
bylaw, the DOST experts tested the ACMs of Mega Pacific and certified them as 100% accurate and reliable! 


To tell you the truth, MEGA PACIFIC'S ACMs HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY USED IN LARGE ELECTIONS IN SOUTH 
KOREA! 


These ACMs are made by one of South Korea's largest corporations: SK C&C. The ‘ACMs have, in fact, been used in local and In national 
elections in South Korea in 2002, with more than 20 million voters participating in each ofthe twoelections! 


To tell you the truth, THE SUPREME COURT DID NOT SAY THAT THE COMELEC WAS CORRUPTI 


The Supreme Court NEVER sald that the COMELEC was guilty of any anomaly! The Court actually sald: that it “did not make any premature 
conclusion on any wrongdoing but precisely directed the Ombudsman to make that determination after observing due process," Former Chief Justice 


Davide himself, said: "There Is no suggestion that graft and corruption attended the bidding process or that the contract price Is excessive or 
unreasonable.” 


To tell you the truth, THE COMELEC HAS NOT BEEN IDLE! 


The COMELEC continues to push for the modernization of the Philippine electoral process, Currently, the COMELEC has 
submitted tothe Senate and the House of Representatives proposals for the amendment of the Modernization Law or Republic Act No. 
8436 to allow the adoption of the election technology that is most appropriate to the needs of the Philippine system. In this way, the 
COMELEC seeks to guarantee modernized elections that are cleaner, faster, and more credible than traditional manual elections, and 
atfarlesser cost! 


Panganiban 
view on death 
penalty draws 
mixed reaction 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana and Jocelyn Uy 


SENATE MINORITY LEADER AQUILINO Pl- 
mentel Jr yesterday welcomed Chief Justice 
‘Artemio Panganiban's position that death penal- 
ty is unconstitutional and expressed confidence 
that majority of senators would support his bill 
seeking the abolition of capital punishment. 

But an anti-crime group in favor of death 
penalty said it hoped the chief justice was simply 
misquoted on his views of capital punishment. 

‘The Volunteers Against Crime and Corrup- 
tion (VACC) said it was “extremely” shocked 
by Panganiban's remarks, saying that the 
chief justice should set an example on the 
virtues of prudence and statesmanship since 
the Supreme Court is the “last bastion” of jus- 
tice for heinous crime victims. 

“I believe we have the upper hand in the Sen- 
ate,” Pimentel said, saying he could count only 
three colleagues who have expressed their posi- 
tion against the repeal of Republic Act 7659, the 
Death Penalty Law which took effect in 1994. 

Pimentel said that of the 23 senators, only 
Senators Panfilo Lacson, Luisa Ejercito Estra- 
da and her son Jinggoy Ejercito Estrada have 
so far registered opposition to the repeal of 
the death penalty. 

Pimentel said he would ask the Senate 
leadership to include his abolition bill among 
the chamber's priorities at the resumption of 
session on May 15. 


Easter announcement 

Calls for the death penalty's abolition was 
prompted by President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
Easter announcement that she was commut- 
ing the death sentences of those convicted of 
heinous crimes to life imprisonment, She sub- 
sequently certified a House bill for the aboli- 
tion of death penalty. 

Pimentel, who had been calling for Ms Arroyo's 
resignation, welcomed the Presidents moves. 

Speaking in Baguio City where the SC jus- 
tices were holding their summer sessions, 
Panganiban expressed his personal position 
death penalty was against the lav. He said its 
proponents failed to show that its imposition 
‘would be a deterrent to crime. 

Panganiban said it was up to Congress to 
repeal the law. 

But VACC expressed dismay that Pangani- 
һап expressed his personal opinion on the is- 
sue, saying that coming from the chief justice, 
it was repulsive.” 

[We] condemn the remarks made by the 
chief justice... How could he take upon himself to 
be the spokesperson of the whole Supreme 
Court? He may have the right to express his opin- 
ion but he should have exercised extreme cau- 
tion,” said VACC Founding Chair Dante Jimenez. 

Jimenez also said Panganiban should have 
been careful in issuing such remarks since he 
was holding a delicate post. 


DAR to review 
CARP exemption 
of Floreindo land 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM 
yesterday said it would review the exemption 
granted to the Floirendos for their 386- 
hectare property in Davao del Norte, which а 
slain peasant leader had petitioned for cover- 
age under the Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Program. 

‘Agrarian Reform Undersecretary Narciso 
Nieto said the DAR would look into the asser- 
tion of farmers that the exempted Floirendo 
land was planted to citrus and not a livestock 
and bamboo area as the landowners had 
claimed to obtain exemption, 

In an order Issued in February 1993, former 
DAR chief Ernesto Garllao had sald the 386 
hectares were grazing land. His decision was 
final and executory, until it was questioned by 
the Pambansang Ugnayan ng mga Nagsasaril- 
ing Lokal na Organisasyon ва Kanayunan 
(Unorka) last year, 
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Meralco, Napocor stil 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


billions apart in talks 


By Abigail L. Но 


THE NATIONAL POWER CORR AND THE 
Manila Electric Co. remain at odds over the 
amount they should pay each other to settle a 
dispute over a 10-year power supply agree- 
ment that lapsed last Dec. 31, 2004. 

1а a briefing yesterday, Meralco president 
and chief operating officer Jesus Francisco 
said the two parties had already submitted a 
joint settlement agreement involving P14.3 
billion to the Energy Regulatory Commission. 

“But even without a contract, we've been 
getting more than 50 percent of our require- 
ments from Napocor,” he told reporters. 

But Napocor president Cyril del Callar said 
the state power firm was still seeking some 
clarifications from Meralco with regard to the 
settlement agreement. 

“The matter is pending with the ERC, and 
Napocor is maintaining its position that the serle- 
‘ment amount should be around P20 billion and 
not P143 billion. Nothing has changed,” he said. 

He stressed, however, that the matter was 
upto the ERC to settle. 


їп 1994, Napocor and Meralco entered into 
a 10-year contract for the supply of electricity 
(CSE) which required the latter to draw 
60,092 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of elec- 
tricity from Napocor, with a minimum 3,600 
megawatts (MW) starting 2001. 

However, since forecasted power demand 
failed to fully materialize, Meralco's energy 
offtake fell below the required amount under 
the contract. 

Napocor and Meralco had a third-party media- 
tion process in early 2003 but their discussions on 
the validity of the supply contract bogged down. 

‘After the mediation process, the two parties 
filed a joint settlement agreement with Meralco 
required to pay Napocor around P28 billion (at 
Р1.51 per kWh), minus adjustments for undrawn 
electricity under their 10-year supply contract. 

But out of the P28 billion, Meralco will pay 
only P20 billion over a five-year period since 
the P8 billion represent adjustments that 
Napocor will have to pay. These adjustments 
include provisions for transmission delays 
and PB billion for “delays in turn-over of di- 
rectly connected consumers.” 


Backed by senators, heckler is defiant 


By Т} Burgonio in Manila 
and Marlon Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SENATORS YESTERDAY RUSHED TO THE DE- 
fense of a fresh college graduate threatened 
with criminal prosecution for heckling Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo at a recent graduation 
ceremony, and rebuked Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez for unleashing the NBI on the girl. 

“Embarrassing the President is not a 
crime," Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. said at а news conference. 

He said Maria Theresa Pangilinan was 
merely airing a grievance against the Presi- 
dent and voicing the truth when she called Ms 
Arroyo a “fake President.” 

‘The President “should be able to live with 
that” or resign, Pimentel said. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon agreed, say- 
ing Pangilinan was "just a student and every Fil- 
ipino has a right to express his or her sentiment.” 

Pangilinan caused a stir at the graduation rites 
of the Cavite State University in Indang last week. 
when she stood up, unfurled а protest banner 
and called for Ms Arroyo's ouster as the President 
was delivering a speech. 

This caught Ms Arroyo off-guard and 
prompted presidential guards to frisk the stu- 


dents on their way to the stage to receive their 
diplomas from her. 

Pimentel charged that Gonzalez was really 
trying to intimidate the public by having the. 
NBI investigate Pangilinan, a sentiment 
echoed by Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

“I must warn Secretary Gonzalez that what 
he is doing is ... to send a chilling effect on 
anyone expressing sentiments against the 
government,” Lacson said in a statement. 

Drilon said the case against Pangilinan was 
a "petty thing" and Gonzalez should attend to 
more important things. 

Pangilinan herself remained defiant of Ms Ar- 
тоуо and Gonzalez, describing the justice secre- 
тагу threat as attempt to "bully those who op- 
pose and expose the Presidents wrong-doings." 

“Аз Tve said, what I did was a political exercise 
guaranteed by the Constitution,” she told the Ingu- 
та їп telephone interview "What I did was to stand 
for what many Filipinos believe is the truth—that 
(Ms Arroyo) cheated to win the presidency” 


JUDGE HEARING THE CRIMINAL 
cases filed against former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos yesterday chided the 
Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
erment (PCGG) on its plan to forge a 
compromise deal with the Marcoses, 
saying the PCGG should not preempt 
the courts, 

Judge Silvino Pampilo Jr. of Manila 
Regional Trial Court Branch 26 was re- 


] PCGG chided on Marcos comp 


acting to the statement of PEGG Com- 
missioner Ricardo Abcede that “there 
must be a way of dismissing the crimi- 
nal cases [against the Marcoses]." Н 
"Thats unethical, he should not be  — Abcedeisinsügating negotiations fora. 
compromise deal with the Marcoses 

which would involve the dismissal of the. 
cases against the Marcos family in ek- 
change for government getting а share of 
ina б. Santos 


saying that, that's sub judice," Pampilo 
said. “Even if they settle, the court will 
still be the one to decide. They (PCGG) 
may only compromise the civil, but 
not the criminal, aspect of the case.” 


ША: 


tions, against Mrs. Marcos. 


the ill-gotten wealth. 


m LAST 


TOYOTA LAND CRUISER M 
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romise plan 


Pampilo is handling the 32 counts 
ofalleged doliar-salting, in particular, 
violations of Central Bank regula- 


26, 27 & 28, 2006 


вим 5281 


“Тат not afraid to face any investigation. I 
am not like Ms Arroyo who needed to use her 
allies in Congress to block her impeachment 
trial and hide the truth,” she replied when 
asked about an NBI investigation. 

She said she has received several offers of 
legal assistance. 
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"From a 
bulging 
34 inches, 

I'm back 

into my 

size 27 jeans 
again!" 


"If Marie France isn't the best yet, then | don't know 

what is. | just love their Fat Mobilization System 

Treatment! Because of it, my bulging post natal tummy 
is now flat and firm, Those pesky saddlebags and cellulites, 
which I've had even during pre-pregnancy, have at last quickly 
disappeared, Thanks to Marie France | didn't just get my figure 
back, 1 can say goodbye to my pear-shaped body and hello to 
a curvaceous, sexier mel" 


-Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo 


B Enroll now and get 5 FREE 
È Fat Mobilization System Treatments 
from April:24-29, 2006! 


ELE 


CALL 
~ ( 894-BODY (2639) 


MAKATI ORTIGA‘ 


CEBU * TEL: 233-7637 Ы 
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TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA * TEL: 961-2981 


Philam Equitable Life Assurance Company 


An affiliate of Sipuitable PCI sany 


Philam Equitable’s 2nd Annual Awards Night 


April 26, 2006, 6:00 in the evening 
Diamond Ballroom, Diamond Hotel, Roxas Boulevard, Manila 
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Military still 
has options SPEND 
on Congress | y é A M | Шо N 


hearings 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


HAVING NOT RUN OUT OF EXCUSES, MILI- 
tary officials continue to avoid congressional 
hearings despite the Supreme Court decision 
dedaring Executive Order 464 unconstitutional 

The military yesterday said the decision 
is not yet final since the government has 15 
days from the decision's promulgation last 
‘Thursday to appeal, so military officers can 
not be compelled to appear before legisla- 
tive hearings. 

‘And even if the SC ruling becomes final, 
a spokesman said they are ready to invoke 
military regulations on handling classified 
information to avoid appearing in public 
hearings. 

“I's too early to tell [how the military 
would react to congressional summons] be- 
cause the government [would] file а motion 
for reconsideration,” said AFP Public Infor- 
mation Office chief Col. Tristan Kison. 

“In the meantime, the judgment is not 
yet final and executory [so] its not yet ef- 
fective as far as the AFP is concerned. We 
have to wait for the expiration of the 15- 
day period [for appeal] and from there we 
will make another pronouncement,” he 
added. 

Prior to the issuance of EO 464 last Sept. 
28, military officers summoned by Congress 
only needed to get clearance from the AFP 
Chief of Staff. 

Malacañang preempted the appearance 
of military officials before a Senate inquiry 
on the “Hello Garci” election fraud scandal 
by issuing EO 464, requiring all public offi- 
cials to secure President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's permission first before testifying in 
Congress. 

"Well always abide by the rule of law but. 
well always take our cue from the leader- 
ship,” Kison said. 

He said they also have to abide by AFP Regu- 
lation G-200-013 dated Dec. 29, 1967 that sets 
guidelines for handling classified information. 

Under the regulation, according to Kison, 
AFP personnel can divulge classified informa- 
tion only with clearance from the Chief of 
Staff or the Deputy Chief of Staff for intelli 
gence, and only in an executive session if re- 
quired to appear before Congress. 

Matters discussed in executive sessions аге E Get a chance to win One Million Miles worth of free flights 
mot entered into the records and can not be В К 
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cisions; when it invades personal privacy; 
when it interferes with criminal proceed- 
ings; or when it prematurely discloses new 
government regulations. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of the Senate 


committee on national defense, has said he MEC TW Yr NT 
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Bro. Mike Velarde to move vs Charter change 


From page Al 
‘Velarde echoed the line of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines, which conveyed 
the Catholic Church's position 
against the peoples initiative. 
The CBCP has questioned the au- 
thenticity of the Charter change 
(Cha-cha) campaign. 

“People's initiative means it 
should come from the people, not. 
the people being directed by peo- 
ple in government," Velarde said. 

Velarde serves as some sort of 
ап unofficial adviser to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, whom һе 
supported during the 2004 presi- 
dential election, The influential 
leader also holds dialogues with 

| Ms Arroyo's critics, including sen- 
ators and detained former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada. 

‘The form being circulated by 
groups like Sigaw ng Bayan con- 
tains а proposition in question 
form: 

t "Do you approve [of] the 
amendment [to] Articles VI and 
ҮП of the 1987 Constitution, 
changing the form of government 
from the present bicameral-presi- 
dential хо a unicameral-parlia- 
mentary system and providing 
Articles ХУШ as transitory provi- 
sion for the orderly shift from one 
system to the other?” 

Supporters of a new Constitu- 
tion want Ms Arroyo to finish her 
term in 2010. 

Cha-cha proponents resorted 
to the gathering of signatures af- 
ter a majority of the senators op- 
posed the move of House mem- 
bers to convene a constituent as- 


sembly to undertake Charter 
change. 

‘The people's initiative requires 
the signature of at least 12 per- 
cent of the total number of regis- 
tered voters nationwide and at 
least 3 percent of each legislative 
districts registered voters. 


Minimum requirement 

Supporters of Cha-cha daim 
that the signature campaign has 
collected enough signatures. Оп 
April 7, just two weeks into the sig- 
mature campaign, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia had claimed that the num- 
ber of signatures had reached 8.3 
million, or 60 percent more than 
the minimum requirement. 

"We will fight it out if they sub- 
mitit to a plebiscite,” Velarde said 
of the initiative to amend the 
1987 Constitution. 

Sigaw ng Bayan must hurdle 
several obstacles before йз 
proposition could be presented to 
the people ina plebiscite. 

‘The Supreme Court must revisit 
first its 1997 ruling on the people's 
initiative. In Santiago v Comelec, 
the high court said Republic Act 
No. 6735, or the Initiative and Ref- 
erendum Act, was inadequate to 
cover the system of initiative on 
amendments to the Constitution. 

‘The ruling stopped Pirma (Peo- 
ples Initiative for Reform, Mod- 
ernization and Action) from pur- 
suing its signature campaign to 
amend the Constitution to allow 
then President Fidel V. Ramos to 
run for reelection. 

А party-list group has already 
asked the Supreme Court to rule 
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whether the so-called Cha-cha train 
of Malacafiang could proceed. 

Before a plebiscite can be 
called, the Commission on Elec- 
tions must also verify the signa- 
tures. A Comelec insider had 
claimed that some of the signa- 
tures gathered for the people's 
initiative were bogus. 


Stop verification 

In Roxas City, a regional trial 
court has ordered the Comelec in 
Capiz to temporarily stop the ver- 
ification of the signatures. 

Judge Edward Contreras of 
RTC Branch 17 issued a 20-day 
temporary retraining order on 
‘Tuesday, directing the poll body 
“to cease and desist immediately 
from taking cognizance of verifi- 
cation of signatures of the sup- 
posed registered voters presented 
by any people's organization.” , 

‘The order stemmed from the ре- 
tition for prohibition filed by for- 
mer Roxas Councilor Ray Antonio 
“Bingo” Altavas to stop Comelec 
officals from verifying the signa- 
tures gathered by Sigaw ng Bayan. 

In his decision, Contreras said 
the verification process was an 
exercise in “futility” and was 
“contemptuous” because it ran 
counter to the Supreme Court 
ruling of March 19, 1997 (Santia- 
govComelec). 

Contreras also pointed out the 
absence of a Comelec resolution 
that directly ordered the munici- 
pal election officers to specifically 
take cognizance of the request for 
verification and certification of 
the voters’ signatures. 


The judge also said there was no 
Jaw justifying the respondents’ di- 
version of public funds and govern- 
ment resources for such an activity 

The Comelec in Capiz had is- 
sued a certification that 22,372 
signatures gathered for the peo- 
ple's initiative in the second dis- 
trict had been verified to be true. 
The number represented 12.94 
percent of the 172,945 registered 
voters in the second district. 

Opponents of Cha-cha also 
daim that the signature cam- 
paign was illegal, saying a peo- 
ples initiative is only for making 
specific, not wholesale, changes 
to the Constitution. 


Interim parliament. 

Should the people approve the 
proposition in a plebiscite, an in- 
terim parliament will be convened. 
Jt will be composed of the mem- 
bers of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The interim par- 
ament will then make wholesale 
amendments to the Constitution, 
Rep. Constantino Jaraula, chair of 
the House committee on constitu- 
tional amendments, earlier said. 

In Jaraula's timetable, the in- 
terim parliament is to be con 
vened in July. 

Velarde also opposed moves by 
Cha-cha advocates to cancel the 
2007 elections and install an “in- 
terim parliament" next year. 

He said the election of 12 sena- 
tors, all members of the House 
and local officials scheduled for 
2007 should push through to 
serve аз a referendum on the 
presidency of Ms Arroyo. 


SC ruling put to a test in May Day rallies 


From page Al 

“As early as now, we are en- 
couraging all groups with inten- 
tions to hold protest rallies on 
May 1 to file their applications 
to the (mayors) in order that 
preparations, advisories and co- 
ordinations can be made,” said 
Querol. 

Tuesday's court decision by a 
vote of 13-0 stressed that while 
free speech and freedom of as- 
sembly were guaranteed by the 
Bill of Rights, “the right, while 
sacrosanct, is not absolute." 

“Let it not be said that just be- 
cause the term (CPR) was 
deemed unconstitutional, it 
doesn't mean that authorities аге 
prevented from effectively ad- 
dressing any disorderly conduct," 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita said. "The police and au- 
thorities know and are prepared 
on what to do." 


Protesters still need permit. 

“Lam puzzled why they are re- 
joicing, because the Supreme 
Court upheld (Batas Pambansa 
Bilang) ... 880," said Solicitor 
General Eduardo Nachura, refer- 
ring to the measure passed dur- 
ing the martial law regime of Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

"Those who stage rallies stil 
need to secure a permit,” Nachu- 
та said over radio dzBB. 

The Marcos edict called on 
protesters to seek rally permits 
‘and police to exercise “maximum. 
tolerance," he said. 

‘The CPR, purportedly based on 
BP 880, was issued in September 
last year after the President's op- 
ponents failed їп а bid to impeach 
her and vowed to press their cam- 
paign in the streets to force her to 
step aside over allegations she 
rigged the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. Ms Arroyo has denied she 
manipulated the vote. 


Not carte blanche 

Turnout in the rallies had been 
small, compared to the “people 
power” movements in 1986 and 
2001. 


Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said the Supreme Court ruling 
жаз "not a carte blanche for fo- 
menting anarchy and destabiliza- 
tion." 

“We must warn those who in- 
tend to overthrow the govern- 
ment not to test the mettle of the 
authorities, who will move force- 
fully in the case of a clear and pre- 
sent danger to the republic,” said 
Bunye. 

Added Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez: "If will read this deci- 
sion as I have scanned it, it's not 
adverse to the government .. 
‘There's a big fuss made out of the 
fact that the CPR was declared 
unconstitutional. Asif you cannot 
anymore coin a term because i's 
notin the book." 

The Commission on Human 
Rights asked the PNP not to ше 
force against the protesters. 

Human Rights Commissioner 
Wilhelm Soriano said the police, 
especially those in the crowd 
management dispersal group, 
should follow strictly its PNP 
Operations Manual as its 
"Bible." 


Protect the people 

“What the police should do is 
to take these tips to heart to avert 
any untoward incident... Asstate 
actors, the CHR wants the police 
todo its duty, that is to protect the 
people,” Soriano said. 

Senate President Franklin 
Drilon added his voice to those 
who had welcomed the high 
court's decision. 

“The Filipino people are again 
assured that the present Supreme 
Court will stand up at all times as 
their champion of civil and politi- 
cal liberties, particularly the 
rights to free speech and to 
peaceful assembly, as guaranteed 
by the Constitution,” Drilon said 
ina statement, 


Double whammy 

Drilon said the Supreme Court 
dealt a “double whammy against 
the dictatorial actions of this ad- 
ministration.” 


“It is now indisputable that 
the Arroyo administration has vi- 
olently suppressed the rights of 
the Filipino people to free speech 
and to assemble for redress of 
grievances by forcibly breaking 
up rallies, resulting in physical 
injuries to law-abiding citizens 
who are only exerting their 
rights, and by pressuring local 
officials to deny permits to rally,” 
hesaid. 

Drilon called on Malacafiang 
to abide by the high court deci- 
sions on the CPR and Executive 
Order No. 464, which contained 
the gag rule on administration of- 
ficials. It was struck down by the 
high tribunal as well last week in 
al40vote. 

Drilon said he expected the 
Supreme Court to also rule 
against Presidential Proclama- 
tion No. 1017, which declared a 
weeklong state of national emer- 
gency during an alleged attempt 
to unseat her in February. 


Strike3 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Л. said a “third 
strike” against Ms Arroyo would 
spell the end of her rule. He said 
the two Supreme Court decisions 
brought home the message that 
the President could not trample 
оп the Fundamental rights of the 
people. 

Pimentel said Malacafang 
should comply with the court rul- 
ing on the CPR, noting the ex- 
pected big Labor Day protests оп 
Monday. 

Pimentel warned the govern- 
ment against breaking up demon- 
stration. "The government 
should not do anything to break 
them up otherwise there will be 
more protests.” 

Opposition Sen.  Jinggoy 
Ejercito Estrada called on the 
people to “continue the protest 
against the Arroyo administra- 
tion.” 

“The double black eye that 
Mrs. Arroyo suffered from the 
Supreme Court should be a 
wake-up call for her that the or- 


ders that she had issued are all il- 
legal and curtail the rights of the 
people,” Estrada said. 


Ruling will be respected 

Vice President Noli de Castro 
said Malacafiang’s setbacks in the 
high tribunal on the CPR and EO 
464 proved that democracy was 
alive. 

“We will respect the ruling of 
the Supreme Court and be guided 
accordingly. The true winner here 
is the Filipino people as their con- 
sticutional rights to peaceably as- 
semble and to seek redress of 
grievances are upheld," he said. 

Workers belonging to the mod- 
erate Trade Union Congress of 
the Philippines hailed the cour’s 
CPR ruling 

TUCP secretary — general 
Emesto Herrera said the ruling 
effectively reinforced not just the 
Bill of Rights, but also Section 3, 
Article 13 of the Constitution, 
which “guarantees the rights of 
all workers to self-organization 
and to engage in peaceful con- 
сепей activities, including the 
hallowed right to strike." 


Rights of labor upheld 

“That the tribunal's judgment 
was unanimous underscores the 
sanctity of the right of labor and 
the people to peaceably assemble 
and petition the government for 
redress of grievances,” he pointed 
out. 

However, CPR or no CPR, the 
workers’ right to strike, picket or 
rally has been intact and respect- 
ed, according to Labor Secretary 
Patricia Sto. Tomas. 

“Since the CPR was imple- 
mented, I don't think you have 
seen any indications that the 
workers’ right to strike in any way 
has been impaired or mini- 
mized,” she told reporters. With 
reports from Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana, Jocelyn R. Uy, Christine О. 
Avendaño, Michael Lim Ubac, 
Luige A. del Puerto, Leila B. 
Salaverria, Edson C. Tandoc Jr, 
Philip C. Tubeza, Jerome Aning, 
Jerald Uy and AFP 


CDN wins 4 local press awards 


1 Frompage Al 

"you bear the weight of a great 
legacy" said Sheila Coronel, ex- 
ecutive director of the Philippine 
Center for Investigative Journal- 
ism, who was the guest speaker. 

"You are the keepers of the 
written world. You keep the habit 
of reading alive." 

‘The CDN previously won the PPIs 
best-edited award for dally commu- 
nity papers in 2001 and 2003, 


Other winners 

Other 2005 winners: 

CDN publisher and acting edi- 
tor in chief Eileen б. Mangubat 
received the trophies which were 
handed out by PPI executive di- 


rector Jose Pavia and Coronel. 
Newspapers— 

Mabuhay (Bulacan), Best ín Pho- 
tojournalism; Baguio Midland 
Courier (Baguio City), Best in 
Business and Economic Report- 
ing; Bandillo ng Palawan Puerto 
Princesa City), Best in Sclence 
and Environmental Reporting; 
Sunday Punch (Dagupan City), 
Best Editorial Page; and Mi 
danao Bulletin (General Santos 
City), Best Edited Paper. 

‘The CDN won in all the four 
categories it was nominated for. 

A five-person board of judges 
headed by Ronaldo Romero, editor 
in chief of Business World, cited the 
paper forthe “dally efforts of is edi- 


з 


tors to consistently present the news 
in the most understandable manner, 
enhanced by well-hought out head- 
lines and choices of photos.” 

In giving the Best in Photojour- 
nalism Award, the judges cited 
the CDN “for its truthful and ac- 
curate storytelling of the news 
through technically and aestheti- 
cally outstanding photos, provid- 
ing readers with a visual en- 
counter with significant events 
and personalities in the news.” 


“Growing maturity’ 

For the category of Best Editorial 
Page, the judges said the CDN was a 
“must-read for people who still do 
тох know how far the community 


press has advanced for the years.” 
“їз  opinior/edioral page 
demonstrate the growing maturity 
of community pa 
commentary on local issues without 
being too parochial... The paper al- 
зо deserves commendation for the 
solid editing that makes it a whole 
lot bener grammatically than some 
Metro-based publications.” 
Launched in 1996, the Annual 
Community Press Awards is the 
first and only awards program of 
its kind in the country. Organized 
by the PPI, in cooperation with 
the Association of Community 
Educators Foundation, it aims to 
raise the standards for responsi- 
ble journalism in the countryside. 
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Results of the mid-term election 
‘would resolve the question on Ms 
Arroyo's legitimacy, he said. 


Election next year 

“Now considering the present 
questions that are haunting us, 1 
think it is best to let the people 
decide the issue in the 2007 elec- 
tions, for after all it is the voting 
population which has the final 
say on political issues like the 
question of (Ms Arroyo's) legiti- 
macy or whether she should or 
should not continue to serve. 
These are political questions 
which cannot be solved by de- 
mands or calls for extra-constitu- 
tional recourse,” Velarde told the 
Inquire. 

*1 am really personally against 
that initiative because in the first 
place the Supreme Court has al- 
ready decreed that unless and after 
an enabling law is passed, people's 
initiative should not be entertained 
in the Comelec,” Velarde said. 

“And 1 also believe that such a 
very important document should 
be thoroughly discussed in public 
so that everybody is well informed 
before we venture further and 
adopt Charter change,” he added. 


Comelec's credibility 

Besides, Velarde said any 
plebiscite at this time would pro- 
duce questionable results because 
of the Comelec' lack of credibility. 

“We should first fix the elec- 
toral process before bringing to 
the public any electoral exercise 
зо that the result will be accept- 
able to the people," he said. 


Thousands 


Frompage Al 
tohold assemblies in these parks, 
according to the Supreme Court. 

Like Parafiaque, Las Pifias City 
has scarce space for a freedom 
park because the city is occupied 
mostly by subdivisions. 

"What we have are parks inside. 
the subdivisions. But those are 
not for public use," Jimmy Castil- 
lano, city public information 
head, said. 

The League of Cities of the 
Philippines (LCP) said it would 
implement the high court's order 
for the establishment of freedom 
park or plaza in all cities and 
towns in the country. 

But Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Tre- 
fias, LCP president, said his group 
would wait for the order of the 
Supreme Court to be final be- 
‘cause the government might still 
file a motion for reconsideration. 


Cultural Center 

In Pasay City, Mayor Wenceslao 
“Peewee” Trinidad said the local 
government might establish а 
freedom park on a patch of land 
at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines on Roxas Boulevard 
oratthe Reclamation Area. 

In contrast, Taguig City has 
two freedom parks—the Osano 
Park in Barangay Upper Bicutan 
and the Plaza Bonifacio in Baran- 
gay Ligid Tipas. 

Muntinlupa City Mayor Jaime 
Fresnedi said the Liwasang Boni- 
facio in Barangay Alabang had 
been a venue for protest actions 
eversince. 

Ina previous interview, Fresnedi 
said the city council had suggested 
a space near the New Bilibid Pris- 
‘ons or somewhere in Barangay Tu- 
nasan for a freedom park. 

In Quezon City, Mayor Feliciano 
Belmonte Л. directed the City 
Parks Development Administration. 
to identify possible areas to be des- 
ignated as “freedom parks.” 

Belmonte asked city parks 
chief Zaldy de la Rosa to recom- 
mend which parks to designate as 
a regular venue of protests. 


Quezon Memorial Circle 

De la Rosa said he had come up 
with an initial list of possible free- 
dom parks, including the Quezon 
Memorial Circle, the Bemardo 
Park in Barangay Pinagkaisahan, 
and Roces Circle on Roces Avenue. 

The city has no freedom park. 

Quezon City is a regular venue 
of demonstrations, with militant 
groups favoring such areas as 
Mabuhay Rotunda and the People 
Power Monument on Edsa. But 
De la Rosa said these places 
would likely not be considered 
because the protest actions there 
had been known to cause huge 
traffic jams. 


Makati 
Makati Cy is also starting a study 
to identify a viable freedom park 
within the opposition balliwick. 
The city government has be- 
gun consultations with stake- 


Velarde said the proposal also 
removes the right of the people to 
vote for their leader, 

“And basically people would 
want to vote for their national 
leaders, but this proposed parlia- 
ment in the people's initiative will 
delegate that power unto them- 
selves," he said. “They will elect 
the President, who will be re- 
duced to a figurehead.” 

Velarde said he was in favor of 
specific constitutional amen. 
ments but not the wholesale re 
sion of the Charter. 


Ms Arroyo's term 

He is also in favor of a 
French-type parliamentary sys- 
tem, which retains a strong Presi- 
dent, to “put the brakes on the 
parliament in case” it goes awry. 

Velarde, who earlier tried to bro- 
ker a Cha-cha formula that would 
see the President eventually step- 
ping down for the transition to a 
parliamentary system, now be- 
lieves that Ms Arroyo should finish 
her term up to 2010. 

“That is her desire and her man- 
date. But that is a matter that 
Congress, including the Senate, and 
‘Malacafiang should really thresh out 
among themselves as to what is real 
1y good (for the country)" he said. 

Velarde said Ms Arroyo could 
not be forced to resign next year. 

“That is her mandate, you can- 
not cut it without her consent. 
The only problem is what some 
people are saying that there 
might be some other factors 
which may intervene and is not 
good for everybody,” he said. 


holders in the Makati Central 
Business District (CBD) for the 
possible declaration of the Ninoy 
Aquino Monument as one of the 
freedom parks. 

А favorite venue of anti-Arroyo 
rallies, the monument on Paseo 
de Roxas and Ayala Avenue sits 
оп private land owned by Ayala 
Land Ine. 

"It is under study because, as 
you know, the Supreme Court de- 
cision carries a note of perma- 
nence and, since the monument 
is on private property, we have to 
look at the legal aspect of that,” 
said Lito Anzures, spokesperson 
of Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay. 

Other spaces being considered 
freedom parks are the façade of 
the Makati Central Fire Station 
on Ayala Avenue Extension and 
Malugay Street, a frequent con- 
vergence area of protesting 
groups; the stretch of South Av- 
enue; and the section of JP Rizal 
Extension in front of the Makati 
Park and Garden and the Univer- 
sity of Makati. 


Manila 

Manila has a number of free- 
dom parks, which protesters can 
use to freely express themselves, 
according to Mayor Lito Atienza. 
"As far as Manila is concerned, we 
always implement maximum tol- 
erance. We merely calibrate our 
reactions," he said. 

The city’s freedom parks in- 
clude Luneta, Liwasang Bonifacio 
in Lawton, Plaza Miranda in 
Ошаро, Bonifacio Shrine near 
City Hall and Plaza Moriones in 
Tondo. 

Most of the anti-Arroyo rallies 
are held in Manila, particularly 
on Chino Roces Bridge (formerly 
Mendiola), which is the intersec- 
tion of the main road leading to 
Malacañang and the site of count- 
less antigovernment protests bro- 
ken up by police, especially dur- 
ing the Marcos dictatorship. 

Caloocan City Mayor Enrico 
Echiverri said he would designate 
not only one but two freedom 
parks, Не had assigned a park 
called the Glorietta Park in Tala in 
the first district and the C-3 Road 
in La Loma District near the 
North Cemetery. 

Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco 
noted that even before the order 
to create freedom parks was is- 
sued, the municipal government 
had already allotted the area for 
the use of protesters, 

Plaza Rodriguez on R Sevilla 
Street near the Malabon City Hall 
was chosen by Mayor Canuto 
Oreta for its accessibility and size, 
according to the city’s legal offi 
cer lawyer Robert Lim. 

In Valenzuela, the lone public 
plaza in the city's old town center 
would be declared a freedom 
park, Jocelyn R. Uy, DJ Yap, Tina 
G. Santos, Tarra V. Quismundo 
and Nancy Carvajal in Metro 
Manila; and Nestor Ё Burgos Jr. 
and Carla Р Gomes, PDI Visayas 
Bureau 


Philam Plans: Kapatid, Kapanalig, 
Kaagapay mo sa Magandang Kinabukasan 


For us in Philam Plans, these words are more than just a catchy 
phrase. It represents a commitment and a celebration of our 
advocacy of saving dreams, memories and children's future. 


Philam Plans has come a long way from its beginnings on April 19, 1989 to a four-time industry leader, six-time pension leader 
and back-to-back preferred education plan provider in 2006. During this timeframe, the company had significantly grown its product 
lines from the conventional pre-need packages of education, pension, and life/memorial to the relevant requirements of long-term 


medical care and inheritance funds. 


Our vision of the future is simple — to help fulfill dreams, educate the children and secure a better tomorrow for each Filipino 
family. On our 17%! year in business, we restate our commitment to keep our planholder promises to more than 700,000 planholders 
who have entrusted us with their futures and to the rest of the Filipino families whom we are ready to serve wherever they may be. 


See our latest products, promos and programs. Check our anniversary offers which aim to provide you and your family with a more 


secured tomorrow. 


Innovative Products To Revolutionize Pre-Need 


a 


EDUCATION PLAN 


‘Almost a score in business, Philam Plans has 
matured into a recognized expert in comprising 
product diversity and customer service tailored 
to fit the Filipino market. 

The Philam Plans education plans — Gold, Gold 
Premiere and Pangako — have touched and 
changed lives of thousands of Filipino youth. These have given them the 
financial capability to reach their dreams and fulfill their ambitions. As the 
primary provider of the fixed-value education plan in the market, which 
as turned to be the strongest and most viable education plan product in 
the market today, Philam Plans looks forward to fulfilling more Filipino 
parents’ dreams and their children's hopes for the future. 

* 50 Building on the company’s pension heritage, 

exam ete, LIQ Philam Plans launches its anniversary product 

URES LINO offer: FutureFund 150. This 5 year to pay, 10 

years to mature pension program was designed 

to provide every Filipino with a savings scheme that is affordable and easy 
оп the pocket, For only P66/day, the 


Amazing New Promo To Entice The Public 
E "Kinabukasa'y sigurado — Engrande pa ang 
OE 


regalo!” 

NE. On the occasion of Philam Plans 17th year of 
GASES fulfilling dreams and promises, the company 
launches its Anniversary Promo entitled “Grande 
Regalo". Offered from April 1 — July 1, 2006, 
this enticement qualifies the planholders to major prizes depending on the 
amount of first payment made. Planholders can get a Samsung 43-inch 
projection TV for the whole family's enjoyment. 

[ Purchase Amount. 
0—7 
пасті 
ET 
P ritis 
т акаш 
т икн 


Prizes 


TCL FLAT TV 63.51 от. (25°) 
PANASONIC WASHING MACHINE 5 kg. Single Tub 
DOWELL ELECTRIC GRILLER 


НАМАВІЗНІ DESK FAN 30.48 cm. (27 =i) 


Por DTLNCR Permit No. 1953, Series of 2008. 


For more details, please call the Philam Plans Call Center at 5285- 
200, visit the nearest Philam Plans office or get in touch with our friendly 
sales counselors. 


Exciting New Ways To Bring 


planholder earns P150,000 upon maturity. 
It provides: Security — the plan is considered 
fully paid should you meet an unfortunate 
circumstance during the paying period; | 
Protection — there's benefit coverage should 
an accident be met; and most importantly, 
Guaranteed Savings — FutureFund 150 
assures your benefit will be there by the time 
you need it. FutureFund 150 is available in 
various payment modes and is offered from 
April 17 — June 30, 2006 on a limited-offer- 
basis only. 


Strong Partnership To 
Enhance Product Value 

We have actively 

searched for alliances with. 

different organizations that 

share the same passion of 


Us Closer 


In these 
trying times, 
we see more 


KISITABASA 
OPISINA oce workers 
pouring extra 


hours just to make ends meet, to keep his 
job and provide a comfortable and decent 
life for his family. As the employee 
exerts effort, so does Philam Plans. 

To provide a safe and secured savings 
| mechanism, we will be visiting various 
| offices to conduct savings seminars 
through our “Bisita sa Opisina". Should 
you want the benefit of getting free 
financial planning seminars, please call 
the Philam Plans Call Center at 528-5200 
or Mr. Matt Triumfante at 525-9001 loc 


unt E REX helping the Filipino youth. 

Recently, Philam Plans forged an agreement with Ahead 
Tutorial and Review Systems, a distinguished leader in the review course 
and tutorial industry and the official review center of major universities 
like UP, Ateneo and La Salle. Now Philam Plans education beneficiaries 
can enjoy tutorial, enrichment courses, language training, and entrance 
exam review at a discounted rate. Call Ahead at 426-0034 to 36 now for 
additional details! 


As a show of gratitude to the trust, loyalty and 
confidence demonstrated by our planholders, we 
declare April 29, 2006 Philam Plans Planholders* 
Day. The event dubbed as "Pasasalamat at Pagkilala 

за Pamilyang Philam Plans” is an activity peppered with several attractions 

for the planholders who will visit our offices to claim their education benefit 
checks. The highlight of this occasion is the release of over P160 million 
in education benefits to nearly 10,000 planholders nationwide. 
, — That's not all! This April, Philam Plans is also 

@ [<< proud to annouce the new and exciting Friends of 
-Philam program. Here, planholders are encouraged 

Te Jo Participate in the company’s mission by referring 
A M fiends and family to likewise secure their future and 

be financially prepared through Philam Plans products. Fill-out referral 
forms from your Philam Plans’ sales associates and earn a raffle entry to 

а vacation trip for two to the exotic Malaysia for every successful referral! 

Raffle draw is scheduled in December 2006. 


For inquiries, call 528-5200, e-mail philamplans@aig.com, visit our website at www.ephilam.com or get in touch with our Sales Counselors. 


AMember of è 
American International Group, Inc. 


nancial services; Life and General insurance, 
erty Development» Credit 


oper 
re Need Plans "vin 

sencial Advisory Service 
The Securities x 


ty & Casualty insurance 
дына Processing Sei 


rage Comminion (SEC has not approved this advertisement or determined is Is acruraie complet. Aey ерене hs a e 
The Secures Exchange Come Es ete The ble ancourged o reor aede то the SEC any minepreventton o leer ccu lemen, 


“pisita” in your “opisina”. 

Saving in pre-need was also made easy by Philam Plans. 
"Through our 24/7 Call Center facility, Filipinos can get sound financial 
advice from our representatives. We have also maximized the potential 
of technology through the Philam Plans website, not only providing 
corporate and product information but also sharing relevant stories, 
tips and guides to readers in fulfilling their financial goals. Call our 
Call Center right now at 5285-200, check our website at 
www.ephilam.com and see how it is to start planning your future 
today and reaching your financial goals! 

This is our simple way of saying “Thank you!" Trust us that 
we shall remain true to our promise, as we have done in the past 17 
years - a solid commitment supported by our financial leadership, 
strength and capability. 

Philam Plans holds the largest and most liquid trust fund in the. 
industry! At current market value of over P19 Billion, its enough to 
cover for all maturing and availing plan benefits due in 2006 all the 
way to the year 2013. We have also boosted our capital to P700 
Million, seven times larger than the SEC minimum paid-up capital 
requirement for a pre-need company. 

Philam Plans is a wholly owned subsidiary of Philamlife, the 
leading insurance firm in the country, and a Philippine-based affiliate 
of the American International Group (AIG), the leading US-based 
global insurance and financial services organization. Philam Plans - 
Kapatid, Kapanalig, Kaagapay mo sa Magandang Kinabukasan. 
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OFFICE 
OF THE SECRETARY 


THIRTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES ) “= 06 MAR29 P5:38 


Second Regular Session 
RECEIVED BY: 2 


ЅЕМАТЕ 


P. S: Res. Мо. 478 


Introduced by DRILON, SERGE OSMENA, GORDON, MAR ROXAS, PANGILINAN, 
PIMENTEL JR., FLAVIER, JINGGOY EJERCITO ESTRADA, COMPANERA PIA S. CAYETANO, 
LUISA “LOI” P. EJERCITO ESTRADA, LIM, ENRILE, LACSON, М. A. MADRIGAL, 
RAMON "BONG" REVILLA JR., BIAZON, ARROYO, MIRIAM DEFENSOR SANTIAGO, 
MANNY VILLAR, MAGSAYSAY JR. AND RECTO 


RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE THAT THE SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN TO INTRODUCE 
CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION THROUGH BARANGAY ASSEMBLIES INITIATED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT IS ILLEGAL 


WHEREAS, on March 10, 2006, the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) issued Memorandum Circular 
No. 2006-25 enjoining all Punong Barangays to conduct Barangay Assemblies on March 25, 2006 to tackle issues on health, 
agriculture, education, and "current issues affecting the country"; 


WHEREAS, newspaper reports disclose that the Barangay Assemblies which commenced on March 25, 2006 were used 
as venues for a signature campaign to amend the Constitution through a people's initiative; 


WHEREAS, Article XVII, Section 2 of the Constitution provides that amendments to the Constitution may be “directly 
proposed by the people through initiative upon a petition of at least twelve per centum of the total number of registered 
voters, of which every legislative district must be represented by at least three per centum of the registered voters therein" 
and that the Congress shall provide for the implementation of the exercise of the right of initiative; 


WHEREAS, the Supreme Court in Defensor-Santiago vs. Commission on Elections (270 SCRA 106, March 19, 1997 and 
Resolution in GR No. 127325, June 10, 1997) ruled that R.A. No. 6735, the law regulating the people's initiative, "was inadequate 
to cover the system of initiative оп amendments to the Constitution, and (to have) failed to provide sufficient standard for 
subordinate legislation"; 


WHEREAS, in the same case, the Supreme Court also ruled that the Commission on Elections is “permanently enjoined 
from entertaining or taking cognizance of any petition for initiative on amendments on the Constitution until a sufficient law > 


shall have been validly enacted to provide for the implementation of the system”; = x 


WHEREAS, under the Constitution, the exercise of the right of initiative granted to the people is limited to the right РЕ 
to propose amendments and not revision of the Constitution; oia 5 ? 


WHEREAS, the proposed change in the form of government from bicameral-presidential to unicameral-parliamentary, , 3 
entails a revision of the Constitution which cannot be done through a people's initiative; qur 


NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Senate to express its sense that the signature campaign to introduce changes 


to the Constitution through barangay assemblies initiated by the Department of Interior and Local Government is illegal. 


Adopted, 
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' SAUDI SLAYS 


Info of DFA, Saudi emb 


| By Nikko Dizon 


| THE DETAILS APPARENTLY DO NOT MATCH. 
"The Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabi 
yy said that 30 Filipinos have been arrest- 
ей for the killing and mutilation of three fellow 
Filipinos in Jeddah. 
Buta Department of Foreign Affairs (DEA) of- 
| ficial said there were only seven suspects and 
two of whom had actually confessed to the police 
{ of committing the crime. 
"The embassy statement also said that the Jed- 
dah police had already “closed the fle” on the 
; case following the Filipinos’ arrest. 
"The РЕА official, however, said that the police 
{ would not close the case unti the victims have 
been positively identified. 
"The official, who requested anonymity as he 
| was not authorized to disclose information, said 
| thatthe DFA had also received a copy ofthe em- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


bassy statement signed by Ambassador Mo- 
hammed Ameen Wali last Tuesday 

The statement was faxed to the INQUIRER 
yesterday. 

"The DRA information does not tally with the 
information of the Saudi Embassy. really could 
not explain why but the DFA gets its information 
directly from our Jeddah consulate, which in 


tum obtains the details from the Jeddah police,” 


the DFA offical said. 

The Ingumer tried to clarify with the Saudi 
embassy its statement with a list of questions 
sent to Wali but the envoy had yet to respond as 
of presstime. 

Вис the Saudi embassy and the DFA at least 
appeared to agree on one detail: that a certain 
“Reno,” who is among the three Filipinos miss- 
ing, ran an underground lottery game. 

“Ош embassy has confirmed that this Reno 
was one of the operators," the official said. 


assy don't tally 


The embassy statement described "Reno" to 
be a “well-known operator of illegal gambling 
and a leader of the criminals in committing the 

While the DNA tests have yet to be per- 
formed to establish the identities of the vic- 
tims, the DEA official said it is being assumed 
that the three missing men were the victims in 
the macabre killing. 

‘According to the official, the killers apparently 
made sure that it would be difficult to identify 
the victims. 

"We received information that the fingers of 
one of the hands recovered had also been 
chopped off, presumably to get rid of the victim's 
prints,” the official said. 

The DFA had already been furnished a profile 
ofthe three assumed victims. 

“Reno” and another man were from Pampan- 
ga while the other man hailed from Batangas. 
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High Pressure Washers 
& Vecuum Cleaners. 
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iLabor divided 
on pay hike bid 


By Jerome Aning 


Patricia Sto. Tomas 
said she was mot 
aware of any plan by 
Malacafiang to an- 
mounce a wage in- 
creaseon May 1. 

She did say how- 
ever, that the Palace 
would ^ announce 
some sort of pack- 
age or policies to ad- 
dress workers’ con- 
cerns, but she did 
mot want to preempt 
thePresident. With 
Jerald Uy 


E 
Есен 


i AS LABOR DAY AP- 
; proaches, two major 
workers’ groups are 

1 bickering over whose 
, is the better strategy 
to increase wages. 

“A waste of time" 
‘was how the left- 
leaning Kilusang 
Mayo Uno (KMU) de- 
scribed the moderate 
Trade Union Cong- 
ress of the Philip- 
pines’ plan to ask the 
regional wage boards 
for a P70 across-the- 
board daily wage 
hike. 

"That is "like wait- 
iing for the crow to 
tum white" KMU 
| chair Elmer Labog 
said in a telephone in- 
terview, adding that 
{ the boards were cre- 
ated in 1989 precisely 
to prevent any across- 
the-board wage in- 
creases. 

"The best thing to 
\ до right now is to 
unite behind the 
P125 legislated... 
wage increase in the 
midst of rising prices 
of basic commodities 

induced by the Re- 
formed Value Added 
Tax and rising cost of 
fuel oil," he said inan 
earlier statement. 

TUCP spokesman 
Alex Aguilar bristied 
at Labog's comments 
‚апд branded the 
| PI25-legislated wake 
hike proposal as “a 
| mere propaganda 
line advanced by 
| KMU and its affiliate 
party-list groups. 

“History will show 
that the petitions 
filed by TUCP have 
‘all been given due 
‚ course,” Aguilar said 
in a separate inter- 
view. "We did get in- 
creases, even if they 
were small—and we 
condemned е 
boards for it—but 
they are better than 
nothing, better than 
KMU's propaganda 
line.” 

He added: "KMU 
has nothing to show 
the workers ... in 
fact, the P125-hike 
маз proposed way 
back in 1995 and 
mothing so far has 
! comeoutofit." 

las yea, TUCP 
asked for a Р75- 
across-the-board wage 
increase, The increa- 
ses granted by the 
boards ranged from 
PS toP25. 

Minimum daily 
wages vary widely 
з across the country 
‚ Metro Manila has the 
highest at P325, fol- 

lowed by Calabarzon 
át P265 and Central 
Luzon, P263.50. The 
‘Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao 
has the lowest. 

Labog said wages 
have to be increased 
because the daily 
cost of living was 
now estimated, at 
P675 for a family of 
six in Metro Manila. 

Labor Secretary 
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Soon to dominate the skyline 


MAKATI EXECUTIVE TOWER I. · 


Cityland Square, Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., Ро Del lar, Maat Cy 
40tore Oc, Commercial & Residential Condominium 
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We Buy 
Diamonds! 
Cash Paid К 


The New Split Type Aircon| vi 
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Таранту win 
aaro Mansa. 
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Laundromat space (for lease} 
Drying Na | oo Deck 
Vining Deck | loging Deck 
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the HIGHEST appraisal 
for your diamonds! 


Only at 


JOAILLIER, 


Fine Jewelry 


pas Сө ana Cy 


Accepts diamonds \\ Mondays is шнда 16:00 am lo 720 pm. 


2 carats and up. 
preferably round, 
emerald or old 
miner's (Antigo) cut. 


Tenon: 811-8855 • 815-3191 * 0926-7093812 


bie 
Wall-Mounted 


4hp-P16,500 
.Shp-P16,500, 2np-P25,000, 2.Shp-P30,000 
Floor Mounted 
Зһр-РЗ9,500 5hp-P55,000 


Free Installation! =. 
|Call:2432610,2414731 


AvaitableGMC Fort, Makati & Ortigas 
[Cebu-(032)3465498 Davao-(082)2358821 


Gusto Nyo ba ng 
Magandang Negosyo? 


ONLINE FURNITURE 
SHOPPING AT: 


www.finiturecollezione.com 


Hundreds of items available, order thru the net or phone. 
Free delivery within Metro Manila with minimum purchase. 
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SUNSHINE SOUARE - 312 SHAW BLVD. 
MANDALUYONG MM. PHILIPPINES 
TEL NO. 718-2875 TO 76 

EMAIL: featezione@hotmal com 


Robert Lubin | 
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PHYSICAL THERAPISTS! 
Live and work in the 
USA and Canada. 


canada Mercan Capital Immigration Consultancy wit 
branches in LA, Montreal, Beijing and now Manila, will 
be conducting а FREE seminar on April 29, 2006 1:30- . | \ 


Spm at Mandarin Oriental Manila, Makati Ave, Makati APR EMOTE | 
City 


We have invited Atty. Robert Lubin, LL.M., an expert 
Immigration lawyer in the USA specializing in healthcare, 
professional and business immigrations and Mr. Jerry 
Morgan, M.B.A., an expert Immigration Consultant of 
Canada to discuss opportunities cf Filipino healthcare 
practitioners both in the USA and Canada. Leam and be 
updated on the correct immigration procedures for the USA 
and Canada frorn these two experts, 


This FREE exh 


оп opply 


Please bring your Resume’ and get a chance to consult the 
two authorities for FREE. 

For reservations, please call 910-8010 to 13, 

CP# 0921-7138242 or 0915-2392275, 

email add: info_mercan@uno.com.ph and look for 
Ryan or Malou. 

Or visit us: MERCAN CAPITAL PHIL. #Unit 502 Galleria 
Corporate Center Edsa cor Ortigas, QC. 


SEAN SABASA 


Exceptional word knowledge, 
outstanding comprehension, 
and a love for math and science 
atthe age of 3. 


Global partners in education: 


BRANCHES Want to know more? Call 373-3901. 


Quezon City AMACU, Maximina St, Villa Arca Subdivision, Project 8, Quezon City Tels. 454-5345/5352; 330-0378 to 80 - 
Mandaluyong 94 LFN Bldg., Р. Cruz St. cor. Boni Ave., Mandaluyong Tels. 534-0805; 533-7914 - Biñan AMACC Bldg., Km. 32, 
National Hi-way, Brgy. Canlalay, Binan, Laguna Tels. 698-6312; 694-3049 - Bacolod AMACC, #8 San Agustin St, North Drive, 
Bacolod City Tels. (034) 433-3766; 434-7911 to 12; 434-7715 + Mactan Kagudoy Road, Basak, Lapu-Lapu City Tels.(032) 341-4368 to 
69 · Davao AMACC Bldg., Malvar St., Davao City 


А member of the AMA Education System 


st Network of Universities and Colleges. Over 200 campuses worldwide. 


МвасБесие Сти 


Wow! Sizzling, 
juicy steaks. 
Bite into hot, 
smokin'delights! 
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President ... 


From page Al 


of 330,000 barrels, currently has an import 
tariff of 3 percent on oil products. 


“Too modest’ 

Even so, Salceda said a lower tariff on oil 
products, which would reduce fuel prices by 
аз much P1.20 per liter, was "too modest" to 
make an impact on consumers who, accord- 
ing to him, have been burdened by higher tax- 
es the past three years. 

“Higher oil prices alone have punched а 
P134-billion hole in the pockets of working 
families on top of the P80 billion in the VAT, 
P45 billion in power tariff adjustments, and 
P16 billion in sin taxes, That should make for 
an agitated, aggravated yet still acquiescent 
public," Salceda said. 

"This is the silent rage that pulled down 
Marcos just 14 months after global oil hit its 
all-time peak of $88 per barrel in 1984." 

Marcos was ousted in the Edsa “people 
power” uprising in February 1986 after the 
public grew weary of dictatorial rule, human 
rights abuses and failed economic policies. 

“The policy imperative is to afford relief af- 
ter the unabated pain since there is some fis- 
cal space and postponable big ticket items,” 
Salceda said, referring to the better-than-ex- 
pected fiscal picture in the first quarter, 

“The key is to stick to the P125-billion 
deficit target and the relief is time bound. A 
suspension (of the VAT) till December 2006 is 
a reasonable and compelling proposition 
even to the most hawkish creditor," he added, 

Salceda said the VAT suspension may also 
be lifted if world crude prices stabilized at 
$65 per barrel. 

He said the government could afford to 
suspend the VAT on oil products because of 
the P27 billion in government savings in 2005 
and an additional P7.7 billion in savings in 
the first quarter of 2006. 


Better alternative 

Finance officials, however, said a sliding 
scale formula in lowering the oil tariff was a 
better alternative to suspending the VAT on 
energy products. 

Explaining the formula to reporters, Fi- 
nance Undersecretary Gil Beltran said the gov- 
етпелі could reduce the ой tariff to 2 percent 
if the Dubai crude price hits $61 a barrel and to 
1 percent ifthe ой price reaches $66 a barrel. 

“The government could also cut the taiffto zero 
if Dubai crude surges to $72 a barrel, he added. 

Beltran said the Department of Energy was 
already drafting the executive order. 

Even so, Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla 
said the government was still projecting an av- 
erage 2006 price of $62 per barrel for Dubai 
crude, the benchmark used by local refiners. 

Dubai crude is currently trading at around 
$67.21 а barrel but has averaged around $59 a 
barrel so far this year, about 20 percent higher 
than the average price of $49.31 a barrel in 2005. 

US crude futures, on the other hand, are 
trading at around $73.12 a barrel after tum- 
bling from a high of $75.35 a barrel on Monday. 


Why Cabinet rejected VAT lifting 

Explaining the Cabinet's rejection of the 
proposal to suspend the VAT on oil products, 
‘Teves underscored the need for the govern- 
ment to hit its fiscal targets. “Clearly, the VAT 
collection from petroleum products con- 
tributes а lot to the government's revenue- 
generation efforts," he said in a statement. 

The VAT is the centerpiece of Ms Arroyo's 
plan to raise revenues and cut the country’s 
$76-billion debt, and any meddling is likely to 
spark an outery among investors, creditors 
and ratings agencies. 

In the first four months since the new VAT 
law came into force, actual collections of VAT 
on oil reached P11.9 billion, or 77 percent of 
the P15.5 billion in gross revenues. 

After expanding the coverage of the VAT to 
include oil, power and other previously ex- 
empt sectors in November last year and rais- 
ing the VAT rate by 2 percentage points to 12 
percent in February this year, the government 
has been more confident of meeting its target 
ofa balanced budget by 2008. 

Financial markets have been pricing in a 
possible upgrade in the country’s credit rat- 
ings, given steady progress in the fiscal re- 
forms. With reports from Reuters and AFP 
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Mine probers find heavy metals in villagers’ bodies 


From page At may afc a persons TQ weligene Lafayette Philippineson Rapu-Rapu “The danger is that it doesnt Іп a statement, Lafayette said underwent medical examination. 
НА arcelona, Bacon queden) basing?” Мачта tod IandofftheeastemcoastofAlbay, give you ап assurance that the rhe study was preliminary and , Those who were, exposed 
Pre Шап im Sorsogon, and the commision during a hearing in "Таро, why there's the person is not exposed to heavy not conclusive. lead emissions, like heavy smok 
one barangay in Legazpi City. Quezon City on Tuesday faċt-finding, commission, They metals, Macalinao said. “Successive studies areneeded его, gas station workers, welder 
"The study was done by a team ` Most of those who have lead shouid be the onesto see the link cii. gi tofind the source of these metals. and painters, were excluded fro 
Jed by Nelia Cortes-Maramba, pro- and arsenic in their urine live close if there is any,” Irma Macalinao of Skin disorders ‘This study can't make any linkage the tests. 
деа Бу меба oe eect ewherethe ine spils happened, the UP College of Medicine told -Theteamalso debunked claims to апу source, much les “We did not check for th 
the Philippines Manila's Depart- Maramba said. the мерад ina phone interview by antimining groups and some Lafayette which does not use cyanide content because wher 
ment of Pharmacology and Toxi- о. yesterday. residents that they were suffering mercury and has notbeenoperat- we did the study, three month 
cology, upon therequestoftheSor- Direct link? ‘The medical team was unableto from skin disorders as a result of ing for almost six months now” had already passed [since the re 
sogon provincial government. "Another team member however, determine the amount of arsenic, exposure to Lafayette's miningop- the company said. ported spillage) and cyanide 
gon provincial gover emj, did not conclude a direct ink be. mercury lead and cadmium in the erations. “It is just the skin's reac- The participants, who should stays in the body for only twd 
ule ene dd i Бой: tween te heavy metal coment in urine and blood samples because tontosand,"Marambasaid. — hawesayedinthecommuniiesfor days at the longest unies th 
cal coment in hepate icis the mtsent. bodies and mining these were below the detection The study was done on Feb. at leat three years, answered а contentis very high” Maramba 
are harmful, especially lead, which operations of the Australian-owned limits of the machines. 20-22. Standardized questionnaire and said. Alda Franz С. Quodald, 
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‘Dumb and dumber 


"Ts OIL SHOCK HAS MADE THE ARROYO 


administration look like a punch-drunk and groggy 
fighter groping desperately for anything that would 
“keep him on his feet. With international crude oil prices 
‘shooting up to more than $75 a barrel and domestic 
prices of oil products at all-time highs, administration of- 
wfcials announced Monday that the government was 
М mulling the suspension of the 12-per- 
* EDITORIAL cent value-added tax on such products. 
н Butwhen the markets reacted negative- 
Пу the next day, with the peso sinking to a two-month low 
against the dollar and stock prices falling 0.8 percent, 
*Malacafiang hurriedly shelved the proposal. Press Secre- 
"нагу Ignacio Bunye said the administration would lift the 
EVAT only as a last resort. 
* The suspension of the VAT as well as the 3-percent tariff 
Топ oil imports would cut the pump prices of oil products 
‘by РЗ per liter, according to Albay Rep. Joey Salceda. 
“When it was announced by Presidential Chief of Staff 
“Michael Defensor, it immediately got bipartisan support 
3from the House of Representatives, with 146 of its 236 
}members signing a resolution endorsing it. 

Department of Finance officials protested, but only 
- from the safety of anonymity. Only Sen. Ralph Recto was 
“willing to come out in the open with his advice for the ad- 

ministration to proceed with caution. Aside from its im- 
pact on the budget, he said, the administration “must as- 

“sess what а VAT retraction would do to the country's 
"deficit reduction plan, and to our interest and foreign ex- 

change rates. Our creditors will hyperventilate and panic 
and we should be ready to calm them.” 

The suspension of the VAT will obviously cost the gov- 
‘ernment dearly. Finance officials estimated the annual 
revente losses resulting from it at P29 billion. But that is 

‘assuming that crude oil prices would average $62 per 
‘barrel. If crude prices go higher, as they have recently, the 
losses would also naturally go up, too. 

With such a huge drop in revenue, other things are sure 
to follow: a bigger budget deficit, higher interest rates on 
“government debts, greater difficulty in servicing those 

‘debts, a falling peso. And when that happens, the govern- 
ment can kiss its hopes of getting а credit-rating upgrade 
ioodbye, along with its campaign to attract more invest- 
"ments. Thus, it was obviously а dumb thing for Defensor to 
announce the plan (even before the Cabinet could discuss 
. it thoroughly), and the markets quickly told him so The 
„Райасе had to take back his announcement in a hurry to 
placate the markets and some very worried businessmen. 

Now some of the country's economic managers are say- 

‘ing the government might just lower the import tariffs on 
“oil and impose energy conservation measures—like oper- 
айп on Daylight Saving Time—and try to speed up the 
“oil-substitution program with the enactment of the bill 
mandating the use of ethanol and other biofuels. But all 
these will be too little or too late to provide any measure 
Lof relief for the Filipino people. For instance, doing com- 
“pletely without the import tariff will not bring oil prices 
‘down to any significant degree. And it will take a couple 
wof years at least for the biofuel program to have any no- 
ticeable effect on the market, 
7 Tn the meantime, will Filipino consumers just have to 
тїп and bear it as oil prices continue to skyrocket? 
7" The fact is that the government is not as helpless in slow- 
ing the rise of oil prices as it pretends to be. For one thing, 
«there is good reason to believe that the escalation of prices 
"of local oil products is not completely due to external fac- 
3tors, like real or threatened disruptions in ой supplies or the 
rising world demand for oil. When the two local oil refiners 
practically double their profits over a period of one year 
without having any new sources of income, some price- 
“gouging must be taking place. It is most likely that they 
"have been taking advantage of the volatility of international 
"crude prices to mask an opportunistic pricing policy. But the 
‘administration doesn't even want to look into this. 

Neither is it true that the government cannot keep its 
deficit targets without the VAT on oil products. This can 
be done by cutting down on unnecessary and wasteful ex- 
penses, like the projects funded from the pork barrel of 

congressmen and senators. The pork barrel alone will 

cost taxpayers P21 billion this year. But an administration 
that depends on the goodwill of lawmakers for its sur- 

vival cannot be expected to cut this from the budget. 

No wonder they can't suspend the collection of VAT. 

They have already divided it up, 


2100.138 О 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Emal:feedback@inquirercom ph website: аренде лас 


PINION 


Textus your feedback: inquirer ор! name/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


SPANISH IS A SUPERB LANGUAGE FOR 
epithets. The Castillan phrase sin verguenza 
Cshameless") bites. But the acid is diluted in 
English epithets like: base, despicable or ile. 

That Iberian phrase crossed our mind when 
former Senate President Jovito Salonga bris- 
tled at the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government's brokering a compromise deal on 
hidden Marcos wealth. The move, he said, had 
“shameful implications." 

Commissioner Ricardo Abcede said the 
PCGG had started “exploratory talks" with а 
Marcos representative. Would it cover shell 
foundations in "hot-money" havens like Licht- 
enstein, Bermuda, Antilles, etc? The scope is 
murky at best. But Abcede was confident а 
compromise could be wrapped up in a year. 

"That deal would pivot around Imelda Mar- 
cos “prior condition." Specifically, she'd pick a 
foundation to receive "part of the proceeds of 
any compromise” agreed on. 

‘That’s what the representative claims. 
His/her bona-fides have not been established. 
‘That provides—as even amateur negotiators 
know—'deniable status”: offers can be dis- 
aimed at whim. 

"Salonga's disquiet, however, stems from 
basic grounds.” If brigands set the rules, then 
law, as any self-respecting nation understands 
it, will crumble. 

In its place, we'd have what Latinos call: 
“Ley del estomago." (Law of the stomach.) The 
phrase is short. Its to the point. No frills. Also, 
its meaning is obscene because the expedient 
dislodges what is just. 

Thus, in a letter to Malacafiang, Salonga 
pointedly noted: "No denial had come from the 
President.” Was the silence a signal that a pres- 
idential nod has been given to a deal that'd al- 
зо sweep in coconut levy funds? This would 
“have adverse effects...on tens of thousands of 
coconut farmers.” 

Sen. Joker Arroyo, in fact, questioned last 
January the same zippered-lip stance of Mala- 
‘cafiang. PCCG Chair Camilo Sabio then had 


LEO DACANAY OF TACLOBAN WROTE A 
thoughtful letter in our Letters section last 
Monday. “I was for GMA before," he said, "but. 
not anymore.” Today, he could see that GMA's 
and her allies “true intention is to perpetuate 
themselves in power and get rid of the Senate 
which has proven itself to be a stumbling block 
to the administration's self-serving designs." 

But—and here's the part that gets interest- 
ing—"like the silent majority, I don't see any- 
body in the opposition as a better alternative. 
Nevertheless, | encourage every Filipino, 
whether in the public or private sector, not to 
be silent but to make known his or her stand. If 
you don’t trust GMA, put a sticker ‘I don’t trust 
СМА on your cars, houses, offices, tennis ra 
ets, cups, Tshirts, cell phones or on anything 
visible. Then lets plan our next move.” 

T agree with the spirit of protest Dacanay 
sends, but I beg to disagree with his part about. 
alternatives. 

First off, 1 don't see why we should find a 
"better alternative” for GMA first, from the op- 
position or elsewhere, before we remove her 
from office. Removing GMA from office by, for, 
and in itself is the alternative. It is not just the. 
better alternative, itis the only alternative. The 
principle is called crime and punishment: 
Where someone has committed a crime, he (or 
she) must be punished. Unless we grasp that 
and apply that, we will never find a way to 
“move on" however we wrack our brains for it 
The only way we'll move is round and round in 
circles. 

Stopping evil by itself is an alternative. You 
see someone being held up at knife point in an 
alley, you yell your head off “Magnanakaw!” 
You do not walk up to the mugger and propose 
to him alternative ways of finding the money 
he needs for a sick wife or mother. Maybe you 
can do that later on as part of penal re- 
form—afier you have jailed him. But not while 
you see him committing a crime. The only al- 
ternative to a crime being done is to stop a 
crime from being done. Or to catch and punish 
the criminal if he has done it already. 
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lofted a trial balloon on a “a compromise deal” 
with businessman Eduardo Cojuangco on the 
coco levy cases. The senator zapped the Presi- 
dent's authorization by silence. 

resident Arroyo has long fiddled with the 
idea of a fire sale for PCGG-sequestered assets 
Presidential spokesman Ignacio Bunye, in Jan- 
чагу 2005, hinted that levies could buttress ће 
treasury. Bill collectors, a bedraggled opposi 
tion and volatile oil prices, snapping at her 
heels, have whetted the President's appetite. 

But chiseling away at the levy is theft the 
second time around. (This blood money be- 
longs to powerless coconut farmers.) By so do- 
ing, the President would turn “deaf to the sighs 
of orphans and drink the tears of children.” 
This demands a hefty dose of sin verguenza. 

‘The Supreme Court has ruled that levies 
are public funds, not crony portfolios. In May 
2004, the Sandiganbayan decided that 27 
percent of San Miguel shares, bought with 
levy funds, were “owned by government, in 
trust forall farmers.” Justices Teresita Leonar- 
do de Castro, Diosdado Peralta and Francsico 
Villaruz directed that the shares be “recon- 
veyed.” 

On this judicial foundation, the Kilosbayan 
and Katarungan groups led by Salonga wrote 
“In а few months," the courts will resolve Co- 
juangco's claim to ownership shares in 14 co- 
conu industry investment firms. PCGG would 
brazenly encroach on the courts jurisdiction, if 
it preempted a forthcoming judicial decision.” 

"True. But that would be par for the course, if 
ley del estomago operates as a parallel de facto 
legal system. Even Imelda's affection for name- 


Yet again, alternatives 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


The idea of keeping GMA around because 
же lack a “better alternative” to her from the 
opposition is not only foolish, it is dangerously 
foolish. Can you imagine that principle hold- 
ing sway for the rest of the country? Hence 
forth, we may not remove any mayor or gover- 
nor who routinely steals the people's money ot, 
‘worse, the vote, because there is no alternative 
tohim, he has bought or murdered his rivals al- 
ready. All the alternative that will be left to the 
people is to leave the country. 

GMA stole the vote. That is patent in the 
“Hellio Garci” tape. Whether she could have 
won without calling up Garci is а moot point. 
The presidency is a sacred thing. You may пог 
entrust it to someone who may ог may not 
have stolen the vote, you may entrust it only to 
someone who clearly did not. 

Quite apart from all that, what has GMA 
achieved that is so outstanding it is neat-im- 
possible for us to find a "better alternative” for. 
her? She is not the solution, she is the problem; 
she is not the pilor, she is the baggage. Today, 
we have to waste so much time and energy not 
just to get started but just to get back to the 
starting line. FO 464 is a case in point. While it 
is cause for celebration that the Supreme Court 
has junked that idiocy, it is cause for gnashing 
of teeth that we have to exert ourselves just to 
remove something that should never have 
been there in the first place. The same is truc of 
1017 or its effects, which today include Mala- 
cafiang's usurpation of authority to grant rally 
permits (the power belongs to the mayor), the 
murder of journalists and leftists, and attempts 
to intimidate media. We have to exert our- 
selves just to get those oppressions ош of the 


Jess foundations could be sanctioned in a 
regime fueled by gastric juices. 

АП recovered Marcos wealth, by law, must 
be funneled into the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP). That was the case 
with the $638 million in Marcos loot, recov- 
ered by the PCGG under the late Haydee Үогас. 
‘The regime frittered much of that in “shame- 
less” (sin verguenza) 2004 election spending. 
But that’s another column. 

What. has really the Marcos Foundation 
done for the poor? Fund "studies" to rewrite 
the history of the dictatorship? Anything else? 

International news agencies tracked 17 
“foundations” from Lichtenstein to Switzer- 
land. Few Filipinos heard of “Vibur,” “Palmy,” 
“Spring Blizzard,” "Lazano, "Avertina;" 
"Charis," etc. None worked among the poor 
here. Were they just cases of pseudo benevo- 
lence masking grand larceny? 

Ап Observer investigative report dealt with 
“offshore trusts, secretive ‘foundations’ (that 
have been) systematically misused by a sweep 
of international villains.” Conal Walsh said 
among the clients were “former Philippine 
ruler Ferdinand Marcos, Columbian drug lord 
Pedro Escobar" and others. 

‘Australian courts heard how Marcos fun- 
neled to Sydney, between 1982 and 1985, funds 
from the Lichtenstein foundation Vibur. The 
money went to a then-pregnant former Playboy 
model: Evelyn Hegyesi. Her daughter was 
named Analisa Josefa. "Marcos mother was 
Josefa," Sun Herald's Frank Walker reported. 

‘Taxpayers should, like Salonga, buck ley del 
estomago measures. In addition, they should 
follow Mark Twain's suggestion: When these 
officials die, don’t ust stay away from their fu- 
nerals. “Instead, write a nice letter to say that 
you approve of them.” 

We should, meanwhile, not fret. Our street 
wordsmiths can match the Castillans epithet 
for epithet, as in kapalmuks. 
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way. Move on? With the way we're constantly 
being pushed back, its all we can do to ger 
back to stasis. 

The corollary to removing GMA is simple 
and logical. Itis elections. The problem is that 
we have an illegitimate president, the solution 
is to have a legitimate president. The problem 
is that GMA stole the vote from the voters, the 
solution is to give the vote back to the voters. 
Where there is crime, there must be punish- 
ment. Where there is injustice, there must be 
restitution. 

1 cannot belabor it enough. The question of 
who should replace GMA isnot something any- 
body can just decide. It is something, the vot- 
ers, and only the voters, can decide. Easy 
enough to find a better alternative to GMA, 
even a janitor ig a better alternative to GMA. 
But that is not for anyone of us to say, that is 
something for the voters in their collective wis- 
dom to say. Of course, one can argue that the 
voters do not always show that collective wis- 
dom, if indeed they do at all. They have been 
known to put a George W. Bush in power. But 
that's part of democracy. It's a horrible system, 
as Churchill said, but the rest just happen to be 
worse. 

The only thing worse than elections is no 
elections—or a patently fraudulent one. We've 
seen the virulent effects of the first with mar- 
tial law and the second with Gloria, 

Putting stickers on cars and every concei 
able fixture of daily life that say "I don't trust 
GMA’ is fine, But the person to whom it is be- 
ing addressed is past being embarrassed or 
forced out by moral suasion. The better alter- 
native to that is civil disobedience. If a fake 
president can refuse to resign, the real citizens 
сап refuse to obey. Why on earth should I pay 
taxes to someone who has no right to use 
them—indeed who resolutely misuses them to 
cling to power? Or if you are a cop or soldier, 
why on precinet or barracks should you obey 
the orders of a *commandeer-and-cheat"? 

We've never lacked for real alternatives, If 
only we would have the eyes to see them, 
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"DEUS CARITAS EST," THE FIRST ENCYCLICAL 
of Pope Benedict XVI is 51 pages long—32 pages 
оп love, 16 pages оп works of charity, and three. 
pages on Church and State and/or Church and 
politics. 

“Bawal ang politics,” said relieved conserva- 
tives. “Discouraging,” said those who hope "to in- 
ject the Church more directly into politics.” Lets 
see. 

‘The Pope repeats the Church position three 
times. Let's take one. "The Church cannot and 
must not take upon herself the political battle to 
bring about the most just society possible. She 
cannot and must not replace the State. Yet at the 
same time, she cannot and must not remain on 
the sidelines in the fight for justice, She has to 
play her part through rational argument and she 

‘has to reawaken the spiritual energy without 
which justice, which always demands sacrifice, 
cannot prevail and prosper. A just society must be 
the achievement of politics, not of the Church. Yet. 
the promotion of justice through efforts to bring 
about openness of mind and will to the demands 
of the common good is something which con- 
cerns the Church deeply" (emphases mine) 

‘That may look like "bawal ang politics.” But 
note the repeated "yet" (which also appears in 
the other two re-statements); likewise the phrase 

+ “must not remain on the sidelines.” 

What can be inferred? Statements from the top, 

+ the Pope's in this case, cannot but be safe, abstract 

Тала generic. The nitty-gritty of the application 
happens down in a particular country-diocese- 

2 parish—in specific, concrete, often controversial 

2 situations that bishops and priests must tackle. 

* In the widely accepted up-down-down-up 

3 model of governance, the person on top doesn't 

7 make a blueprint to be imposed on everybody 

‘without inputs from below. In Church matters, 

1 this is reflected in “collegiality” which, as we have 
already mentioned іп the past, іза plea really to 
“trust the bishops” and to trust the priests down 
the line. Even with advisers, the Pope can't have 


THE TWO GIANT PHILIPPINE TELEVISION NET- 
works and their respective Mount Everest climbers 
are racing to get to the peak and hoping to plant a 
flag of conquest and beam to the world their tri- 
mph over height, cold, snow, ice, wind and fa- 
tigue. It is not easy for those involved to admit that 
it is a race to the top. And it is not a question of 
who gets there first, but whether anyone among 
the hopeful Filipinos there right now could get to 
the peak at all and come back in one piece. 

One hears the usual cliché about conquest of 
self—that is, the Himalayas within—before tri- 
umph over the elements. That is indeed what itis. 
But when competing media networks—ABS-CBN 
and GMA-7—do a running coverage of this first- 
time effort of Filipinos whom the networks are 
betting on separately, one cannot help but worry. 
Climbing Everest is not an ordinary sport. It is a 
life-threatening endeavor, a conquest of a life- 
time, if one makes it. 

‘One cannot but be concerned not only about ће 
safety of the climbers involved (a team for ABS- 
CBN and a lone climber for GMA-7) and also about 
how viewers would perceive this whole thing. 

Is this about ratings again? Couldn't the two 
networks just have covered everyone—the so- 
called Philippine team (ABS-CBN's) and lone 
climber Romi Garduce (GMA-7)? After all, the 
climbers are all carrying the Philippine flag. I don't 
mean they have to take the same route. What if 
опе network makes it and the other doesn't? 1 
dread to see the outcome of such a situation. 

А story by Alcuin Papa in the Inquinen said that 
the ABS-CBN team was scheduled to make an at- 
tempt in 2007. But with Garduce, who is support- 
ed by GMA-7, forging on, the ABS-CBN team 
must do it now. That's how it looks, and there's no 
denying now that it’s a race. As team co-leader 
Butch Sebastian said, "Lets not deny it. Irs a race. 
Who are we fooling?” His teammates Leo Oracion 
and Erwin "Pastor" Emata are the ones to make 
the attempt for team ABS-CBN. 

Sebastian himself said that the network wars 
might have increased the danger to the climbers. 
His warning: "The danger is already there regard- 


‘THE CLAIM OF RAUL LAMBINO—COURTESY ОР 
colleague Bel Cunanan—is that their website 
(wwwsigawngbayan.com) has received "a phe- 
nomenal nine million visits... since its launch less 
than three weeks ago." That is, indeed, a phenom- 
enally large figure that makes for quite a phenom- 
enal claim, But beyond the phenomenal assertion, 
is there really a measurable phenomenon taking 
place? 

When I first visited Sigaw's site on Tuesday 
morning, an error message appeared: "Due to the 
huge volume of visitors, this site has exceeded its 
bandwidth limit and is temporarily shut down. To 
the Administrator, please contact service pro- 
vider. Thank you." 

1 found the error message a bit odd. (An error 
message appears when a site has used up its allo- 
cation of bandwidth for the month.) It was too 
‘well written. And usually such notices are utilitari- 
ап and matter-of-fact, avoiding self-congratulato- 
ту terms like "huge." Somebody responded to ту 
‘wondering—ifit was possible to have a simulated 
error message—with the following observation: 
"Could be propaganda. I decided to Google the er- 
тог message and see If] (could) get a match. Usu- 
ally, there will be forums or websites talking about 
the meaning and/or causes of these kinds of error 
messages, and these websites should appear in the 
results when you Google the error message. In the 
case of sigawngbayan’s error message, I got ZERO 
matches, which means: (1) the error message is 
rarely encountered, therefore nobody asks about 
it, and it is not discussed in forums and/or web- 
sites; (2) it's a pretty new error message, so the 
web hasn't picked it up yet; (3) Its fake." 

As of this writing, the website is back online and 
trumpets "249,722 Total Site Visits Since April 8, 
2006." Obviously, after reading Bel, one has to won- 
der how that figure can be resolved with the 9 mil- 
lion visits she claimed in her column. But before 
tackling that disparity, lets clarify some terms, 

"To be sure, the headline of Bels column (‘nine 
million hits") contradicts the body of her column: 
hits are different from visits, (As а colleague famil- 
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Justice—the higher standard 


COMMENTARY 
Asuncion David Maramba 


his pulse on every country-diocese-parish, espe- 
cially when these are in turmoil. Its our bishops 
and priests who will know what's happening from 
Aparri to Jolo. There is leeway for the two sides of 
the coin of Church and politics: keep off when 
you can; step in if you must. 

‘And when they see fit to step in, what interven- 
tion will they take: calls to prayer (as they often 
or only do); exhortations (another favorite)/the 
written word or calls to action; outright action (as 
what happens in perilous or urgent situations); or 
combinations thereof? 

‘But overarching everything to determine in- 
volvement in politics is justice. It took rock star, 
Bono, to make me see the light. To President Bush 
and guests at a National Prayer Breakfast in Wash- 
ington, D.C., Bono said simply and forthrightly, 
"Its not about charity, it's about justice ... youre 
good at charity ... But justice is the higher stan- 
dard.” In simple language, too, Carlos Abesamis, 
S.J., in “Backpack of a Jesus-Seeker,” writes: “The 
kingdom of God is a new world on earth... filled 
with life-blessings for human beings and for the 
rest of creation”; pre-stated by Jesus in the bless- 
ings of the Beatitudes; re-stated by theologians as 
a "kingdom of justice, peace and freedom" and im- 
plied by the Pope in his encyclical 

“Justice is the centerpiece. tis for this kingdom 
of God, this, "new world in which justice dwells,” 
that the Church exists, whose "institution" some- 
times labors under a confusion of “kingdoms.” 

Clearly justice will not be served on a silver 
platter, not by a long shot. In our country, politics 
penetrates every aspect of our lives, and many 
politicians waylay chunks of “life-blessings” on 
their way to every Filipino. Clearly justice has to 


Surfing Everest 
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less of the network war, unless they are silly 
enough to take the unnecessary risks by letting 
themselves be affected by all the media hype. 1 
hope they don't do anything dangerous. Among 
us mountaineers, you wouldn't wish anything 
bad happening to any climber." 

That last sentence tells you about the bond that. 
exists among mountain lovers. It is like they have 
heard the same music emanating from distant 
peaks. Why spoil that? Do we need to show the 
"world what itis like to be Filipino and fragmented? 

Last week team of Inquiten mountain climbers 
(women and men) gathered at the office before 
starting off for Mount Pulag. I watched them lug- 
ging their gear and trying on the weights on their 
backs, and I could see how flushed they were with 
excitement. I could sense the bond that has formed 
among them. (A number of us in the Inquire have 
‘our respective virtual mountains to hurdle on the 
ground, like the weekly sweat-cercise and other 
bulge-busting, muscle-building work-outs.) 

One can't help noting that the Filipino climbers 
departed from their politically charged country 
only to arrive in Nepal as it was heating up with 
its share of political strife. I had been in Nepal 
during more peaceful times and it is indeed a 
country worth exploring. One does not have to 
conquer Everest. 

Опе of the books in my summer reading pile is 
“surfing the Himalayas: A Spiritual Journey” by 
Frederick Lenz. This is a first-hand account given 
by a snowboarding American who makes a trip to 
the Himalayas in search of the ultimate high. (Ir 
includes post-card style photos, too.) In the pro- 
cess, he surfs into an experience more transcen- 
dent than he had expected. 


Lambino’s lapse 


THE Lonc VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon Ш 


dar with online publications халіу put it, "Hits is 
how idiots track sites") Website visits is a more pre- 
cise and useful statistic. A tech-savy colleague 
obliged me with a layman's explanation: “Hitis a re- 
quest for an individual image or text item on a web- 
site, There are many hits to one page, which is why 
the figure tends to be high and inflated. A pageview 
refers to the viewing of a single html page, disre- 
garding all that page's individual components. Sev- 
eral continuous pageviews from a single IP (the nu- 
merical address assigned a computer when it con- 
nects to the Internet) constitute a visit” 

So lets assume that the body of Веїз column 
referred to visits meaning pageviews, and that 
Lambino knows pageviews are a more credible 
mumber to track, but not hits. In which case, if 
Lambino's site says 249,722 visitors/pageviews 
since April 8, at the time he talked to Bel, how did 
the number inflate to 9 million? This ques- 
tion—"yung dagdag, yung dagdag,” as one read- 
er mirthfully put it had me and many online read- 
ers interested. 

Dean Jorge Bocobo, scientifically inclined blog- 
ger says the Sun Star Davao has Lambino saying in 
an April 17 article, that Sigaw' site had garnered 
40,000 visitors. By April 25, the number had 
grown tremendously (fivefold in а week: just 
based on the smaller figure). But from 40,000 to 9 
million? The number of additional visi- 
tors—8,950,000—in a single week, Bocobo notes, 
is beyond belief. Then again, Bocobo sees some- 
thing's odd about the "sitemeter" Itself: "The other 
dead giveaway is the dead sitemeter or counter it- 
self. What website administrator would use а 
sitemeter that only updates its displayed result ev- 


be fought for. Fighting for justice is the more diffi- 
cult course; it is а task full of conflicts, obstacles, 
hits and misses. 

Charity (in which the Church excels) isthe eas- 
ier, feel-good option. But clearly, even huge doses 
of charity (some administered as substitutes for 
justice or cover-ups for injustice) can't spread 
life-blessings, except during Christmas, calami- 
ties, fiestas and funerals. 

‘Several of our bishops and priests have chosen. 
the more difficult road; this is not surprising, con- 
sidering the Church's impressive history of social 
action and its “preferential option for the poor" 
Note that most of the causes they're into are 
patently justice issues or justice-related: Bishop 
Oscar Cruz against gambling; Bacolod Bishop Vi- 
cente Navarra against Proclamation 1017; Arch- 
bishop Fernando Capalla for due process for left- 
ist congressmen; the Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors of the Philippines (AMRSP) for 
Victims of repression; Bishops Leonardo Medroso 
and Arturo Bastes, Msgr. Crisanto de la Cruz and 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) against mining; Fr. Joaquin Bernas, 
S.J. for the court's swift action on Proclamation 
1017 and EO 464; the CBCP warning on the on- 
going politicians, 'er "people's initiative” for Cha- 
cha; Bishop Precioso Cantillas, in a stunning 
‘combination of charity and justice, offering shel- 
ter and education for the Leyte landslide vic- 
tims—for education is the handmaid of justice. 
We haven't seen the end of our local hierarchy 
taking the difficult path. 

John Paul Il stepped into Poland politics to end 
communism. If a new Hitler were a-boming, 
Benedict XVI would step into the politics of his 
homeland. Sometimes, we seem to have a surfeit 
of “love” and “caring”; it's almost saccharine. Jus- 
tice is the higher standard, 


Asuncion David Maramba is a retired professor, 
book editor and occasional journalist. Comments 
to marda_ph@yahoo.com; fax 8210659 


t must have been karmic destiny when the 
writer runs smack into a Tantric Buddhist monk 
named Master Fwap, who takes him in as a spiri- 
tual apprentice. As the author said, “Using snow- 
boarding as a path to enlightenment, the charm- 
ing and learned Master Fwap shows how, by free- 
ing the mind and challenging the soul, one can 
master any mountain—and master (one)self." 

Here are excerpts from the exchange between 
the student and the master while they survey the 
snow-covered peaks that surround them, while on 
various sides of the peaks, puny individuals scale 
to physically reach the summit oftheir desires. 

"Look around you,” (Master Fwap) continued. 
"We are in a valley that is surrounded by the Hi- 
malayas on all sides. There is nothing here except 
snow-covered mountains and the rhododendron 
forest. The only people who live here are Bud- 
dhist monks who constantly meditate on the 
dharma—on the happiest thoughts and feelings 
of the universe. There is no selfishness here. All 
the energies of the monks are directed toward 
merging their minds with the ocean of pure nir- 
vanic enlightenment.” 

“But Master Fwap, is all of the higher energy 
here because of the luminous energy lines, or is 
the high energy here emanating from the medi- 
tating monks?” 

“Originally there were no monks and there 
was no monastery here,” he responded. “There 
were only the Himalayas and the rhododendron 
forest. The dimensional planes that correspond 
to this valley we are in were then, and still are, 
made up of pure intelligent light.” 

“The Himalayas are filled with places like this," 
he continued. "And since there are few, if any, peo- 
ple around these locations, these places of 
and enlightenment have remained relatively un 
polluted by the aura of worldly human beings” 

May the Filipinos attempting to scale the pe 
of the Himalayas discover the places of power 
and enlightenment. 

Happy summer reading. 


Send feedback tocerespd@info.com.ph 


ery 12 hours? Anyone with 9 million hits in about 
two weeks would be running a couple of live 
sitemeters to show how much traffic it's getting. 
The only reason to run a dead sitemeter is so that 
nosey visitors can't observe how much the meter 
increments every time you ‘hit or visit the site." 

Erwin Rafael, a blogger who teaches in a 
prominent university, did some further research: 

“Ineed to make a test to see ifthe site is, at the 
very least, deemed relevant in the worldwide 
web. Sol Googled sigaw ng bayan’ and, lo and be- 
hold, not one webpage from the Sigaw ng Bayan 
website showed up in the results. Surely, a site 
that generates 9 million hits in just three weeks 
would be deemed important by Google's PageR- 
ank technology! Well, that's assuming that those 
9 million hits were not fictitious. 

“I also tried to search for the page in the Alexa 
website, which ranks top webpages based on traf 
fic. Sigaw ng Bayan was nowhere to be found in 
its rankings. Interestingly, Capt. Nicanor Fael- 
doris website, which has only 1,160,490 hits, was 
ranked No. 239,537. 

“But still, tobe fair, I need to make an empirical 
testto determine if 9 million hits could at least be 
plausible for the Sigaw ng Bayan website. To gen- 
erate 9 million hits in three weeks, it has to aver- 
age 428,571 hits per day or 17,857 hits per hour 
or 298 hits per minute or five hits per second for 
the whole three-week period. 

“Wikipedia, the most popular free encyclope- 
dia on the web, averaged only three hits per sec- 
ond on the day of Sept. 11, 2001. 

“Sounds plausible? Of course. That ls, if you 
believe that the worldwide web was more Inter- 
ested in the Charter change of a small country in 
Southeast Asia than in the tragic events of 9/11. 
Which reduces the possibility of that happening 

лето" 
hits ог visits, was Sigaw ng Bayan's 
crowing more fiction than fact? My blog 
(wwwquezon.pl/blog) has links to the com- 
ments and blogs quoted above, so you can judge 
for yourself, 
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Leaving Manila 


THE SKY WAS OVERCAST. GRAY FLUFFS OF CLOUDS 
loomed over the cityscape. Under them, a metropolis was go- 
ing at full throttle, with automobile horns honking 

ed streets, hawkers promoting their wares, police 
sounding from somewhere and yuppies marching to their of- 
fices. The polluted haze veiled everything, making it look as 
if it were late afternoon, when sunlight usually loses its vital- 
йу. But it was mid- 
morning, though the 
day appeared to 
have started a tad 
later than it normally 
does. 

This was how 
Manila presented it- 
self to me, on my 
ride tothe airport for 
my flight to Cebu. 
These are the sights 
and sounds of a 
place, buckling under the weight of degradation, that I will 
carry with me, long after my feet have touched the soil of my 
hometown. Skies which have the clarity of a cup of espres- 
so—that is the image that will stick in the memory of a fierce- 
ly critical Cebuano. 

Т gave Manila six years of my life. Toward high school 
graduation, my parents made the decision to relocate to 
Manila. For as long as 1 can remember, my Dad, who is in the 
military, had to shuttle between Cebu and Manila (or wher- 
ever he was assigned). He would arrive in Cebu Friday 
evening and fly back to Manila early Monday morning. It 
was a tiring and expensive arrangement, so when it looked 
like he would never get the wished-for Cebu assignment, my 
parents hauled us kids and the kitchen sink to Manila. I went 
to college in a university in Katipunan Avenue, while my sis- 
ters continued their education їп a Catholic school south of 
Manila. 

From the outset, I had a problem with the incredibly high 
cost of living in Manila, as well as the horrendous traffic. 
They were obstacles to youthful spontaneity. How could you 
go on spur-of-the-moment trips with your buddies, if there 
‘were monstrous traffic jams to reckon with? How could you 
етеп think about going out, after school, when the mere 
thought of braving congested streets to reach your destina- 
tion already wore you out? 

Whats more, everything cost an arm and a leg. Parking in 
a dark, dingy spot meant shelling out P30. Dining out would 
cost P90, at the very least. Going to Tagaytay or other spots 
favored by the barkada required at least P100 in toll fees. Ev- 
ery move you made had to be budgeted and planned. Spon- 
taneity was best left to the risk-takers, and those who had all 
the time, all the patience and all the cash they needed. 

I started to uncover social nuances at school. I have vivid 
memories of roaming around the campus, trawling for evi- 
dence of the disparities between the way Cebuanos and 
Manilefios spoke in particular. I winced at the sound of the 
Tagalog accent and words finding their way to English state- 
ments. Many girls—and, to my horror, guys—spoke like Kris 
Aquino. 

An amusing breed, known as coños, acted as if they didn't 
know how to speak straight Tagalog, opting to communicate 
in а mangled mish-mash of Tagalog and English (Taglish). 
‘They were far from being down-to-earth. You'd be hard put 
to see them wearing anything less than brand-name clothes 
and footwear. In contrast, many wealthy Cebuanos are com- 
fortable wearing beat-up sandals and shirts bearing the lo- 
gos of shipping companies. You can bring them to any side- 
‘walk eatery for a meal, without any resistance. 

Twas not alone in making this observation. My high school 
batch mates, who were enrolled in the same university, also 
felt some distance put by these “sosyal” beings. At times, our 
gatherings would turn into occasions for dissecting these 
cultural differences. The consensus we reached was that we 
would never find the same laid-back friends we had back 
home. 

This conviction drove us to isolation. Unconsciously, 
there was no wholehearted effort to fit in with the Tagalog- 
speaking crowd, Not even an effort to elevate our elemen- 
tary-level, slang-sounding delivery of their language to 
something less humorous. We clung to each other, like men 
huddled over a bonfire. And when the winds of displace- 
ment were too much to handle, we found every excuse to 
fly to Cebu: the Sinulog, three-day weekends, a dear 
friend's birthday. 

‘Some people would call this hometown pride, and others 
would see this as proof that our minds were closed or as evi- 
dence of the rebelliousness of diehard Cebuanos. But it was a 
mix of both, I suppose. 

Inevitably, the big question, before and after graduation, 
was, "Asa man ka igka-human, bai?" (Where are you going 
after graduation?) Most knew the answer already: they were 
going back home to Cebu, some to work in the family busi- 
ness, others to "see what they want to do with their lives.” 
My reply came months later, when I got a job at a publishing 
company. "Dinhi sah ko, bai.” (I'l stay here in the mean- 
time.) 

it’s been nearly two years since I accepted a job at a pub- 
lishing company. A lot of things have happened since then, 
events that have gradually matured my understanding of the 
cultural differences berween Manila and Cebu. Events which 
have led me, nonetheless, to the waiting lounge of the do- 
mestic airport, waiting for the flight that will bring me back 
home for good. 

1 do not blindly revile this place. What I have із а critical 
eye for Manila. 1 do not regret my almost two-year stint in 
the competitive corporate world. 1 do not regret the four 
years I spent in college, for I was not only under the tutelage 
ОР the best teachers in this country, but my classroom went 
beyond the fences of the school, encompassing the muse- 
ums, coffee houses and music clubs and this widened my 
knowledge of the arts, culture and history. Without their aid, 
Iwould never have discovered the things 1 feel most passion- 
‘ate about: literature, writing, Woody Allen and Hitchcock, 
films, and art as a whole. 

The overwhelming reality however, is that Manila is truly 
a waste. Sayang. It has seeds of greatness, its bright spots, It 
ís the hub of arts and culture of the country I is a wellspring 
ofemployment opportunities, offering new grads a variety of 
choices to explore their passions professionally. It is the 
shopping capital of the Philippines. 

Unfortunately, these bright spots are difficult to behold, 
amid the city’s dispiriting problems: the horrendous traffic, 
high cost of living, pollution and official corruption. Much 
like the pall of pollution over the Pasay skyline, obscuring the 
city underneath, Manila's worst qualities easily eclipse its ad- 
mirable attributes, One has to overlook the sad signs of 
degradation, One has to squint through the haze to see what 

jitters. 
Thad to leave Manila to get a better perspective and see its 
heart and soul, 


Young В1оор 
Ariel Alesna-Llanto 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Ariel Alesna-Llanto finished AB Economies at the Ateneo de 
Manila University in 2003, He joined the marketing arm of 
ABS-CBN Publishing right after graduation. A year ago, he de- 
cided to go home to Cebu to work as an advertising writer ofthe 
Cebu Daily News. He died of cancer in December last year, 


Independent audi 
of CARP urged 


AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
the landowners in the Presidential 
‘Agrarian Reform Council (PARC), 
T would like to point out that our 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP) under Presiden- 
tial Decree 27 (1972) and Repub- 
lic Act 6657 (1987) has been en- 
forced vigorously for the past 34 
years. 

Yet, no thitd-party independent 
audit has been conducted to de- 
termine whether the program has 
been a success or a failure, or 
needs to be corrected. 

‘CARP is meant to serve not only 
аз а vehicle for the physical distri- 
bution of land but also to alleviate 
poverty increase agricultural pro- 
ductivity and bring about general 
prosperity in the countryside. 

Considering that more than 5.5 
million hectares out of about 9 mil- 
lion hectares of arable lands, have. 
already been distributed, itis now 
imperative that an independent 
audit be conducted to determine: 

1. Whether the lands distribut- 


Heckling at corruption 


THE HECKLING OF GLORIA 
Macapagal-Arroyo, which hap- 
pened in Cavite, reminds me that 
the province was one of the first 
eight provinces that revolted 
against Spain. ("Students heckle 
GMA in Cavite graduation,” PDI, 
4/22/08) 

‘The students were like the rays of 
the sun in our fag, suddenly break- 


ed remain devoted to agriculture 
ог whether they have been con- 
verted for residential, commercial 
or industrial use. 

2. Whether the original farmer- 
beneficiaries are still “tilling” the 
lands or whether they have sold 
out their lands. 

3. Whether agricultural pro- 
ductivity increased and poverty 
decreased. 

4. Whether the former land- 
owners have been paid by the 
Land Bank. 

5. Whether the farmer-benefi- 
ciaries have paid their amortiza- 
tions, real estate taxes, etc. 

Out of 33 countries that initiat- 
ed land reform programs, only 
three countries were successful, 
namely Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 
Yer, Japan covered only 1.9 million 
hectares, Korea, 600,000 hectares 
and Taiwan 400,000 hectares. A 
common denominator was а rigid 
audit ofthe beneficiaries. 

EDUARDO E HERNANDEZ, 
hermosa@zpdee.net 


ing through dark clouds and expos- 

ing to shame GMA, Ayong Maliksi 

and all the corrupt politicians and 
‘bureaucrats in the Philippines. 

Graft and corruption is the No. 

1 cause of poverty in the Philip- 

pines. 

—ROYFABROS, 

755 South Selkirk St, 

‘Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada 
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Looking beyond 
what we see 


1WOULD JUST LIKE TO EXPRESS 
my view on the resignation of 
‘Thaksin Shinawatra. I believe he 
did the right thing for the welfare 
of Thailand. I believe that by step- 
ping down from his position, he 
saved the Thai people from a help- 
less situation. Thaksin resigned 
because he loved his country. 

1 believe Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo must do the. same 
thing—that is, resign. But GMA 
can't do a similar act because she 
is consumed with pride. 

‘The political situation is wors- 
ening, and a Charter change, 
though a good idea, wouldnt 
work while GMA occupies the 
presidency. Some say that if she 
steps down, the country will fall 
into greater chaos since nobody is 
fit enough to replace GMA. 1 be- 
lieve we should trust that there is 
а person out there who truly loves 
this country and would lead its 
people righteously. All we need to 
do is to look beyond what we see. 
We only see the top politicians as 
well as the "in" people in politics 
today. There are those people who 
are seldom noticed but can actual- 
ly make a difference. 

Who are they? There are many. 
But then, my opinion wouldnt 
count since Tm not even 18. But 
those who are 18 and above 
should see voting not as a right, 
but as a responsibility. 

— DEAN BEAU LOZARIE, 
confused _confucious01 
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Classroom thoughts, joys and fears of a teacher 


WE, TEACHERS, HAVE A VERY 
peculiar job. A chief difficulty in 
our job is poverty. We belong to a 
badly paid profession. Neverthe- 
less, we have a secure job, because 
there will always be young people 
who need to be taught. Besides, 
there is happiness in helping de 
velop the young. Itis a reward that 
can'tbe bought. 

‘The teacher's second reward is 
that his job makes him use his 
mind on important and interest- 
ing subjects. All over the world, 
people can have jobs which, 
though well-paying, are tedious 
and dont really need serious 
thinking. les only the money that 
makes the jobs tolerable for them. 
In addition, a teacher learns as he 
teaches. 

The question in my mind right 
now is, with a crisis racking our 
country, can teachers still pro- 
duce good leaders? These are 
times that try a teacher's теше. 
It is now torture for a teacher to 
spend energy, day after day, year 
after year, making children un- 


derstand and appreciate the 
things that really count in life, or 
trying to inculcate in them the 
values of honesty, integrity, obe- 
dience and truth. 

Have teachers, perhaps, failed 
1o teach our young the proper val- 
ues? Look at our leaders today, the 
corruption in government, the hu- 
тап rights violations, the betrayal 
of public trust, the cheating in 
elections 

How do we discuss government 
irregularities—for which no one is 
held accountable—inside our 
classrooms? But why even worry 
about what is outside a teacher's 
job, some frightened teachers 
would ask. But simple questions 
need simple answers. What do 
you do when some curious stu- 
dents ask questions about truth? 
The teacher should make himself 
or herself relevant. Are we, teach- 
ers, making ourselves relevant in 
these trying times? 

Jesus disciples scolded parents 
for bringing little children to Je- 
sus. But Jesus rebuked his disci 


ples, telling them it was impo: 

ble fot a man or a woman to re- 
ceive the Kingdom of God unless 
he or she first becomes like a child. ^ 
Then he took the little children in 
His arms and blessed them. Are 
we teaching our children the cor- 
rect values? 

‘The 1986 People Power revolt 
supposedly won us a new day. It 
supposedly gave us back our free- 
dom, honor and respect. It sup- 
Posedly brought us to the 
promised land of justice, under 
the hand of the Almighty. 

Things turned out though far 
from the expected. Nothing shows. 
this present state of things more 
tellingly than the promise of an- 
other Constitution. If it were a 
song, it may be playing on differ- 
ent instruments, but still to the’ 
seme tune. And as it plays, the 
more the fat pigs feast on pork 

—ELEUTERIOB. ARCOS, 
teacher, o 

Balumbato Elementary School, 

Balumbato, Balintawak, QC 


Wasteful use of the power of Philippine media 


TWO OUT OF THREE FILIPINOS 
do not know their Constitution— 
a sad but not surprising fact. Two 
ош of three are clueless on the 
ramifications of the people's ini- 
tiative but are walking encyclope- 
dias on who is dating, marrying, 
or divorcing whom in show bi 
This, too, is sad but not surpris- 
ing. 

n other words, we Filipinos, 
who pride ourselves to be the most 
literate Asians, have a twisted 
sense of values. We are more inter- 
ested in and relate more with our 
show-biz idols than with our politi- 
cal leaders. We always look up to 
the stars but hardly keep our feet 
оп the ground. Most of us Filipinos 


ee 


“mia а 10 одак" 


Dexierton Corporation. 
157 Sgi. E. Fore SL. Quezon Cty 
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thrive and survive on fantasy, igno- 
rant of the reality around us. 

If the majority of Filipinos are 
зо ignorant of their Constitution, 
blame it on the media, especially 
television, because they shirk 
from their responsibility to inform 
and educate people who are in the 
dark when it comes to the various 
issues that directly affect their 
lives. 

‘TV programming in our country 
is rife with show-biz entertain- 
ment—about personalities, fan 
tasies, pop culture and that ever- 
tantalizing spice called scandal; 
but it has too little on political, 
civic and social information and 
education. 


Juan de 1а Cruz may not have 
the money to go to school, but he 
can buy an inexpensive TY, maski 
па шал lang (even on a loan). 
Unfortunately, his television only 
makes him laugh, cry and fall in 
love, but it never tries to wake him 
up and prick his brain so it will 
start thinking. 

He's glued on TV not because 
he wants to see his future via a 
Charter change but because he 
wants to attend the grand English- 
style wedding of a certain Ray- 
mar and Claudine. Philippine 
television—oh what a waste of 
powerl 

—POMPEYO PEDROCHE, 
PsPedroche@msn.com 


A miracle waiting to happen 


DUAL CITIZENSHIP IS A VERY 
good proposition and yes, why 
not? (Isagani Cruz's “Dual citizen- 
ship,” PDI, 4/22/06) But with the 
present political system in the 
Philippines where too much graft 
and corruption exists in all levels, 
Iwon't bother to go into it. 

OF course, I love the Philip- 
pines because I grew up there and 
Thad the deepest regrets when 1 
took my oath as a Canadian citi 
zen. But now the regrets have, 


vanished; Canada is one of the 
best countries to live in. But I'm 
still a Filipino in thought, word 
and deed. Only my citizenship 
has changed. 

Like most Filipinos living 
abroad, 1 am praying and hoping 
that the Philippines will change 
for the better. But 1 guess the 
country needs a miracle—a big, 
big miracle—for that to happen. 

—JOVEN FERMA, 
jovenferma@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send а fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 
ercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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Near tears, Estrada lashes out at Singson 


From page Al 


have one of his sons, opposition Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, as a coaccused who is now out on 
bail. 

Estrada, who is detained in his rest house 
їп Tanay, Rizal, said he also felt worse for his 
mother, Mary Ejercito. She is turning 101 on 
Мау2. 

“If (Singson) was just aftér me, he should 
have not dragged my son and (coaccused 
lawyer) Edward Serapio who had nothing to 
do with jueteng’,” he said in Filipino. 

“That's all сап say, otherwise I might start 
crying here," he told the court. 


Court asked: Strike out tirade 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
asked the court to strike out from the records 
Estrada's tirade against Singson. 

Estrada's testimony yesterday centered оп 
allegations one of his scholarship foundations 
had laundered money to the tune of P200 mil- 
lion from jueteng payoffs. 

He said he discovered too late that the Erap 
Muslim Youth Foundation had received the 
amount and when he did he asked Serapio, 
then his presidential assistant on political af- 
fairs and the EMYF's corporate secretary, to 
return itto Singson. 

Serapio assured him that “Ill do that, Mr. 
President,” but also told him that he might 
have to also “consult the board of trustees” of 
the EMYE, made up of respected personalities 
in business and the academe. 

Estrada did not provide a time line but sug- 
gested that the matter was overtaken by 
events leading to his downfall: “I don’t know 
what happened next because the rallies have. 
begun, as well as the impeachment (move- 
ment against me).” 


Low-tech judges could be fired for ‘gross i 


From page Al 


The joke is not entirely funny as the high 
court is determined to complete by next year 
the computerization and Internet connection 
ofall courts in the country. 

Speaking before reporters at the Baguio 
Country Club on Monday, Carpio said the 
move formed the bulk of the tribunal's bid 
to modernize the judiciary and be at par 
with the latest information network sys- 
tems, like broadband connections and digi- 
tal libraries. 

And the high court, Carpio said, was afraid 
that judges who do not know how to use com- 
puters might be left behind. 


E-library of lega! materials 

"The aim is to operate an e-library (elec- 
tronic library) accessible to ай judges in an ef- 
fort to help them prepare well-researched de- 
cisions in a speedy and timely manner,” he 
said. 

"The library will provide all judges access 
to the same legal materials, creating an envi- 
ronment for consistency of decisions,” Carpio 
said. 

‘Today, the Supreme Court still provides 
judges printed copies of its decisions and cir- 
culars that are sent free through the high 
courts franking privilege. 

"But their thickness actually makes them 
cargoes," Carpio said, adding that the sending 
of printed matters will be stopped once all 
Judges become computer literate. 

The problem, he said, is that there are 
judges who are computer illiterate. 


Literacy program 

Lawyer Milagros Ong, the high court's chief 
librarian, said the court had a computer liter- 
acy program for judges. 

Larely, newly appointed judges are being 
provided hands-on computer training pro- 
grams during their orientation workshop in 
Tagaytay City before assuming their respec- 
tive posts, she said. 

"But nothing beats an elaborate computer 
training, Our concern goes more for old ap- 
pointees who may not know how to open а 
compact disc or surf the Internet,” Ong said. 


Dependent on staff 

Ong noted that many judges had become 
dependent on the computer skills of their 
stati 

As of March 2006, the judiciary had 1,583 
Justices and judges from the high court to the 
municipal circuit courts. 

Carpio, chair of the courts committee on 
computerization and library, said no figures 
were available as to how many of the coun- 
тгуз judges were computer illiterate. 


P50-M loan fund for laptops 

Не said the court had earmarked P50 mil- 
lion as loan fund for judges who are interest- 
ed to buy their own laptops or personal note- 
book computers. 

He said the notebook computers were in 
addition to the desktop computers the court 
had given all courts in order to upgrade its 
e-library. 

‘The e-library is a database of digitized laws 
and regulations, and court decisions which 
can be easily downloaded by judges 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

"Thus, a judge can bring his notebook with 
him while hearing cases and he can easily 
cess the legal principle he needs to rule оп 
sues that would arise during lawyers’ oral ar- 
guments," Carpio said. 

“The judges can also click the ‘law list 
text and find out if a counsel who appears 
before him is indeed a member of the bar,” 
he said. 

The eibrary was launched in November 


His order for Serapio to rid the foundation 
of alleged dirty money did not materialize, as 
Estrada later referred to previously marked 
exhibits showing that the P200 million had 
remained “intact” in the EMYF's bank account 
and had, in fact, since grown by P13 million. 


Frozen account 

Kept at the Strata 100-Ortigas branch of 
Equitable PCIBank, the EMYF account was 
among the Estrada assets frozen by the Sandi- 
ganbayan in August 2002 in connection with 
the plunder charge. 

А passbook cited by the Estrada lawyers 
showed that the accounts initial deposit of 
90,201 was made on April 10, 2000. Follow- 
ing a series of deposits ranging from PS mil- 
lion to P12 million each, the total breached 
the P200-million mark by May 11 that year. 

By Sept. 30, 2000—or days before Singson 
unleashed his jueteng exposé against Estra- 
da—the account contained about P201.4 mil- 
lion. It was apparently the last transaction 
done while Estrada was still in power, as the 
next entry was already dated July 5, 2004. 

Estrada and his defense counsel yesterday 
furnished the court with an update from the 
bank showing that the amount had already 
grown to P213,388,840 as of April 21, 2006. 


‘Chavit used my name’ 

*1 knew immediately it came from jueteng,” 
said Estrada, who not only tried to belie 
Singson’s earlier testimonies but also to picture 
him as a scheming crony who merely "used my 
name" to rake in jueteng collections for himself 

Та July 2002, Singson testified that Estrada 
ordered him to deposit P200 million in 
jueteng collections in the EMYF account, and 
that the order was given during a meeting in 
Malacañangin the presence of Serapio and al- 


2004. All judges are given user names to be 
able to download all the legal materials they 
need. 
Laws, decisions in discs 

For judges assigned to areas where there 


leged payola bookkeeper Yolanda Ricaforte. 

Ricaforte and Serapio are Estrada's coac- 
cused in the plunder case. Ricaforte remains. 
at large, while Serapio has been granted bail. 

Estrada denied giving that order to Singson 
or holding such a Palace meeting. 

“I never had money in his (Singson's) safe- 
keeping ... but later, [learned that there was 
P200 million deposited in the Етар Muslim 
Youth Foundation,” the ex-President insisted. 

Не said it was through Serapio that he leamed 
that the P200 million came from Singson and 
that the latter requested that he remained an 
"anonymous" donor in the EMYF records. 


Chavit's 2 sources of income 

Estrada maintained that Serapio, whom he 
described as a top Ateneo law school gradu- 
ate, bar topnotcher and lawyer of unquestion- 
able integrity, received the P200 million with- 
ош knowing where Singson got the money. 

“He said, Tm sorry, I received the money in 
good faith,’ But 1 knew the money came from. 
jueteng because it was being offered to me 
(by Singson) long before,” he said. 

‘Singson, he sneered, only has “two sources 
of income" jueteng and kickbacks from to- 
‘acco excise taxes earmarked for the develop- 
ment of his tobacco-growing province. 

‘Questioned about his policy on charity, 
Estrada referred to a quote from the late Car- 
dinal Jaime L. Sin to defend himself: "1 don't 
care whether the money came from the devil 
as long as it can help the poor” 

Ironically, Sin was at the forefront of the 
campaign to oust Estrada in 2001 

Asked if his foundation was used for money 
laundering, Estrada replied, “That's impossible 
because all the foundations that 1 founded are 
legitimate foundations with a track record. 

“if its true that it’s being used for money 


are no Internet service providers, Carpio said 
they would be sent two CDs—one containing 
laws and the other, decisions. 

Ong said the court had already sent the 
judges the first set of CDs that contains deci- 
sions from January 1996 to December 2005, 


laundering, why should 1 put money in the 
bank account where I can't sign checks. How 
can I withdraw it?" he asked, noting that as 
the foundation's chairman emeritus, he had 
no authority to sign checks. 

Estrada said he was too embarrassed to ask 
donors for the source or nature of money they 
gave to his foundation, which was organized 
to provide scholarships for Muslim youths. 


Not family of murderers 

He vehemently denied Singson's allegation 
that he ordered his assassination during an 
incident in 2000 in which heavily armed po- 
lice stopped Singson’s car, an act which 
Singson interpreted as an attempt on his life. 

“Regarding the attempt to kill him, first of 
all, there has never been any such allegation 
against me and we are not a family of murder- 
ers,” he said. 

Не also dismissed allegations he received 
P189 million in commissions after instructing 
two state-run pension funds to invest in shares 
ofa publicly listed company, Belle Corp. 

The former president of the Government 
Service Insurance System, Federico Pascual, 
had testified he was ordered by Estrada to buy 
Belle shares. 


Witnesses ‘threatened’ 

"That's not true. I never ordered or pres- 
sured anybody to buy Belle shares and I never. 
received any commission from anyone," 
Estrada said. He claimed that the two former 
executives of the pension funds had been 
threatened with plunder charges unless they 
testified against him. 

Villa-Ignacio was unimpressed with Estra- 
da's testimony. “Basically, it is a Tdo not know 
anything testimony" hesaid. With areport 
fromAP 


gnorance' 


and laws passed from 1987 to 2005. 

By next year, the court expects to complete 
a database of all laws and decisions from 
1901 to 2006. 

There have been around 300,000 [laws 
and decisions) since 1901. 


'WAG MONG 
SABIHIN 


WALA KANG ALAM 


TUNGKOL SA MGA 
NATURAL DISASTERS! 


i, TEF Neto er hove dhs temma 

= | pot d hamon exons түм 

[1 би жю бе dere res of 

б. | жыш шош ыша 

Aj end other nalural cotosrophes on 

г Nd otal nq. бии, 

the nay d баш vio c ot 

бедеу bee caloris sten do 

(nd pore бе fel of nud 
pasen 


Mang d us edt a "t wod happen fo me syndrome whan fie 
эрг alr dies од up. This atitude whlch omg 
«m usen of seu, В e height of homan у. Мама 
дез endanger eveyone, ond е бе proverbia! thi inthe 
"igi, ey cen stite wut waning. Dindes come when w 

les expec onto * 


Copies of he need to empower a cnr wth he \ломейун 
and tapa fo prepare ond protect Батик одоти the 
ardioogi ol ster, ће Notional Disaster Coordinating Ceu 
fos шей Ве "SAFE KA BAT" Notional Disaster Pre 
paredes Program. The progrom cims lo pul ће populos at 
tho conter of disaster responsa, preparedness ond mitigation 
ng бе pubie ol отоо обом the те presente 
у eod pe of олу] сас;неріе ond by йаш бе lool 
amus o howto prepare for, respond йз} ond recor from 
rs sodes 


tn on er to сезм carens ond empower he pele agoinst 
the licis of деп, tha Ofico of Chil Delense-Natonal 
Dinger Coordinating Covaci һо лей hard witi fra Cool 
реда Nebo 1o bring you the "SAFE KA ВАТ Disaster Man- 
copement School-On-ir. This rounbrecking 40 series will 

ral ба relevant information ever cen needs о know in 
ar t ics бе йд o ajay or os $ a төп ал 


ease pass the word around to your family ond fonds about tho 
ЧАН KA ЗАТ Rodio Show. Remember thot when disaster 


жаш, knowing what lo do could eoo he diferonce between Йе 
pro 


edem 1. 0 
n 


Seclry of Nona Dens 
‘end NDCC Сатет 


The SAFE KA BA? Show 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE 


ea 


as 


7207 ave onn Po 8 rt A, неди 
Telaphone Numbers: 62-7221 / 583-7019 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2005 


SUPER BRAND 
PLATINUM 2004 
SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2003 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2002 


UPER BRAND 
GOLD 2001 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2000 
Ui 

G 


OLD 1999 


ia 
PILOT 


writing 
instrument 


№ 


Hi-Terprant 


Unique stainless 
steel pon tip with 
а micro ball In the. 
tip made writing 
Ultimate Smooth 


0, МАМІ. 


E 
5 
a 


COSMOS BAZAR, INC. 


РО. BOX 1601 Tels.: 243-6912 to 14 Fax:242-5671 


PILOT CORPORATION 


571 Q. PAREDES ST., BINOND( 
Tokyo Japan 


Philippine Exclusive 


PER BRAND 


EE 


ACROSS THE NATION 


INQUIRER southern Luzon 
‘Our happy angel is gone’: 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
Lucena City 


was speaking about his 5-year-old daughter Kyla, the youngest of 


О HAPPY ANGEL IS GONE NOW.” ARNEL ARGONES 


the seven fatalities in Monday's accident along the zigzag diver- 


sion road in Pagbilao, Quezon. 


Argones said his child was traveling on 
Monday dawn with his uncle, Victor, in an RJ 
"Transit bus bound for Manila. Both died when 
the bus plunged into a 30-meter ravine. 
Contrary to newspaper reports, Victor was 
ралнттәшдир. not the driver of the bus, Argones said. 


THIS MANILA-BOUND passenger bus from Bicol plung 
ravine along the Maharlika Highway in Sitio Upper Sapinit, Barangay 
Silangang Malicboy, Pagbilao, Quezon. 


“Victor was also a bus driver. But he was 
not the one driving. There was another driv- 
ег” he said, pointing to a coffin in one of the 
chapels of Funeraria Pagbilao in Lucena City 

Joel Pancho, who introduced himself as an 
RJ Transit bus driver on vacation, identified 


WHY THE TIDE HAS TURNED 


їп every village, town and province, the Filipino people have 
raised а collective voice that rings across the land with an 
unmistakable demand: it is time to amend the Constitution; it 
is time to change the structure of government and shift to a 
parliamentary system and a one-house Parliament. It is time 
to put an end to gridlock, fighting between senators and 
congressmen and between the Senate and Malacafiang, 
which only a unicameral parliamentary system could cure; 
itis time to do away with coup attempts and destabilization, 


and dirty, destructive and poisonous politics. 

‘Support for the People’s Initiative to amend the Charter 
has jumped from 20 percent six months ago to 43 percent 
in recent weeks. Sigaw ng Bayan continues to gather the 
signatures of millions more of Filipinos who seek constitu- 
tional reform as the last hope of the nation. 

influential business organizations, major labor and civil 
society groups, and all the leagues of local officials nation- 
wide have joined in this chorus for change! 


| Business backs initiative 


MANILA STANDARD TODAY. THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2006 


and Industry, led by Francis Chua—both with 
a combined membership of 10 million workers and 
employees nationwide. 


The Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI)headed by Donald Dee, and the 
Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce 


TUCP: Cha-cha will 
reinvigorate economy 
SS 


Charter reform will trigger an inflow of for- 

eign investments, which our country needs 
to build thousands of factories and millions į 
of jobs—says TUCP's Alexander Aguilar. i 


The Trade Union Congress of 
the Philippines (TUCP) with one 

million members—the largest, most 

respected labor union in the country, 
led by Democrito Mendoza. 


THE PHILIPPINE STAR, SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2006 


: Labor leader urges Charter 


reforms to create more jobs 


MANILA BULLETIN, SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2006 


The Philippine Council of 
Evangelical Churches (PCEC) 
with 2 million adult members and 
20,000 churches, headed by 
Bishop Efraim Tendero and Bishop 
Federico Magbanua. 

"We see the people's initiative 
as a valid expression of the peo- 
ple,” says Bishop Tendero, who 
feels Charter reform is highly rel- 
evant today. 


SIGNATURE DRIVE FOR CHA-CHA 
Ulap joins initiative petition 
ION nem 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2006 


The Union of Local Authorities of the League of Municipal S (1,500 towns), 
Philipppines (ULAP), with 1.8 million members headed by Mayor Ramon Guico; League of 
and local government officials, headed by Gov. Board Members; League of Vice Mayors; 
Erico Aumentado, composed of the following: League of Councilors and League of 
League of Provinces (79 provinces), headed Barangay Councils with their 1.7 million 

by Gov. Aumentado; League of Cities (115 barangay officials, tanod, barangay health 
cities), headed by City Mayor Jerry Trenas; workers, councilmen, and lupong pampayapa. 


Ang Sigaw ng Bayan: 
Yes! to People's Initiative 


protestant churches 
join people's initiative 


MANILA BULLETIN, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2006 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Bureau Chief Floreiio G. Solmirano 


the male victim as Franco Ysrael, of San José 
Camarines Sur. But he denied that Ysrael was 
the driver of the ill-fated bus. a 
Kyla, Victor, Ysrael, Jovie Enterino, 24, Vis- 
itacion' Ollete, 53, Eduardo Onan and aft 
unidentified woman were the seven passeri, 
gers who died in the accident, police said. 


Bus driver 

At first, the victims’ families suspected that 
the bus company was "cooking up" something 
to muddle the accident report. 

Aman, who identified himself as Bobby Diaz- 
and representing R.J. Transit, revealed that the 
bus driver, Felipe Pangan Jr., suffered injuries 
and was confined in a hospital in Manila. 

Diaz was the operations manager of RT 
Transit, according to his companion. * 

The victims’ families were surprised when 
they learned that the driver was in Manila. , 

“Why there? How come that in the police 
report that we have, the driver is still 
‘unidentified? It seems that the company i$ 
hiding something from the police,” said 
Gabriel Enterino, father of Jovie, а 245 
year-old graduate of an entrepreneurship 
course. 


Big city А 

‘Argones said his daughter was about to joint 
them in Manila, where he and his wife both 
worked in a garment factory, to continue her 
studies. 

Kyla and her elder sister had been stayinig 
with their aunt in Tigaon, Camarines Sur. 

"We decided to transfer them to Manila" 
next school year so we would be together. We 
already made a reservation for her in one of 
the schools near our house on Blumentritt, 
But now, who am I going to enroll?" Argones 
said, holding back tears. ¢ 

“Look at what they did to my girl? The acci- 
dent smashed her head," he said. s 

Jovie's father said his eldest daughter was 
going to Manila for work. 

"When she left, she was full of promises for 
us, She was very eager to help the family and 
send her other siblings to school," said Enteri- 
no, atricycle driver. 


Probe СЯ 
Pagbilao police chief Supt. Joselito Conti 
said investigators were still double-checking 
the names of the fatalities, u^ 
Media reports showed that only one female. 
casualty had remained unidentified. 

‘Acertain Berly San Joaquin, who arrived at 
the funeral parlor on Monday night to feteh 
the remains of one of the victims, identified 
the sixth fatality as her aunt, Visitacion Ollete, 
53, of Lagonoy, Camarines Sur. 

On Wednesday morning, Conti admitted 
that police were still trying to establish the 
identity of the driver. 

He said the 21 injured passengers had al- 
ready been released from the Jane County 
Hospital in Pagbilao. 

About 40 passengers were still confined at 
the hospital, bringing the total number of in- 
jured to more than 60, not 50 as police report- 
ed earlier 

The victims families said the bus company 
representative gave each victim Р10,000. 

"We insisted in the paper that we signed 
that the money was for financial assistance 
and not payment for the death of our rela- 
tives,” Enterino stressed 

"The relatives alleged that the bus was р/у: 
ing “out of line." But they said they continued 
to patronize the company due to lack of trans- 
portation, 

"It is also peak season for travel. Everyone 
wants to go on with his travel schedule," said 
another relative 

"Argones said he found the RJ Transit termi- 
nal near Malibay, Pasay City. Й 

“After introduced myself to one ofthe staff 
members in a small office that I was the father 
of one of the victims, she just instructed me to 
go to Lucena without further saying any- 
thing," he said. 


Representative 

Conti said the bus company representative, 
Rodel Diaz, had already met with the victims" 
families at the funeral parlor. 

When contacted, Diaz introduced him: 
self as the nephew of Roberto Díaz, who 
according to him, is the president of the 
family-owned firm based in Tabaco City im 
Albay. 

He insisted that RJ Transit was not illegally 
plying the route. "We have all the necessary 
government permits to prove it,” he said. 

Diaz said he had already settled the prob- 
Jems of the victims families. 

He said the franchise document found in 
the wreckage was an old one. “We have the 
latest permit." 

Не said the company was included in ап 
amnesty program of the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board. s 

Later, it was learned from Conti that 
Rodel and Bobby were one and the same 
person. 

News reports said LTFRB chair Ма. Elena 
Bautista had ordered the Land Transportation 
Office in Bicol to furnish the board a copy ot 
the inspection report on the roadworthiness 
of all RJ Transit buses. ` 

Bautista, however, noted that pending veri 
fication of the reports, the firm could not be 
suspended yet. 
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Shame campaign vs gambling planned 


By Christian V. Esguerra said yesterday in a press confer- pagal-Arroyo's toughest foe in the tor Wilfredo “Boy” Mayor,amem- Не said the Philippine Amuse- 
Lis VES Be Krusadang хна ed encouraged Бег of the new group, said in the ment and Gaming Corp. should 
Bayan Laban sa Sugal supporters of the new group toal- same press conference. be abolished and the Philippine 
A MAN FROM A REMOTE BARANGAY IN CEN: he new group was the arch- soemploytheshamedriveagainst “The STL will eventually disap- Charity Sweepstakes Office imit- 
tral Luzon unwittingly placed a bet on “jueteng,” bishop's way of keeping up with lottery bettors. pear to pave the way for the com- ей to charity functions. 
the underground lottery so despised by the clergy whethe«alled the Arroyo admine He noted that the STL, a failed plete resurgence of jueteng,” pre- — Besides Cruz, two other prelates 
inhi istration’s relentless promotion of gambling project during the Aquino dicted Mayor, a former juetenglord had publicly condemned the STL. 
in his area. “gambling culture” in the country. administration, was no different іл Bicol who also had an experience ‘Archbishop Paciano Aniceto of San 
He didn’t win the pot, but got Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz, It’s an offshoot of the existing fom “jueteng.” Itallegedly uses the with the STL in the late 1980s. Femando, Pampanga had pointed 
Ped e is ce the is planning a similar shame cam- Krusadang Bayan Laban sa same Structure, system manpower, „Oscar Orbos, а former Panga. он ба ее if the STL was legal, 
same: The infamy of having his paign to discourage people from Jueteng, whose scope was appar- and protectors ‘of the multimillion- пап govemor now working with the “поа legal is moral.” 
пате displayed at the local gambling, whether legalorillegal. ently limited by the "metamor. peso illegal numbers game. antigambling movement, was not Balanga, Bataan Bishop Socrates 
chapel, a "sugalero" (gambler). "We would like our chapters (о phosis” of jueteng into the Small ^ Today 95 percent of Regions 1 sold to the idea of the government Villegas had earlier said the game 
‘A new movement formed by соте up with their own creative Town Lottery (STL). to had either jueteng or STL op- serving both as “regulator and oper- маз an affront to the “heroism and 
antigambling advocate, Lingayen- approach against gambling,” he Сиз, arguably President Maca- erations, former gambling opera- ator" of gambling in the country. holiness” of his province. 


Indigenous “7 Rounpur 77. 
people have Market stalls face closure 


DARAGA, Albay—More than 100 
Я ) | stals at the pubic market here face 
little access i озше for non-payment of rentals 
and failure to submit complete docu- 
; ‘ments, On Monday, Mayor Jerry Jau- 
to education ч Gar ordered at lest sls 
closed. The closure prompted other 
stall owners here to “legitimize” their 
business by securing documents 
that had been required since January, 
like mayor permit Others were also 
CITY OF 2 E Y pressed to pay their rent. Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
cation is still not within the easy 
reach of members of nine indige- 2 hurt in Davao clash 
nous tribes in Central Luzon, an 0105 CITY—Two people, including a civilian, were injured when the Maritime po- 
official of the National Commis- lice of Central Mindanao clashed with suspected pirates in Sarangani, Davao del Sur 
sion on Indigenous Peoples in the оп April 22, Reports reaching the provincial police office here yesterday sald the 
region said. Maritime policemen were serving warrants of arrest against Warris Diamelon, Car- 

‘About 13,665 of them, roughly 1 Jos Mongkil and two other suspects in connection with piracy charges when the. 
15 percent of the 91,102 indige- ‘clash occurred. Diamelon and the unidentified civilian were hit during the gunfight. 
nous peoples (IPs) of school age, Mongkil was later arrested, but two other suspects escaped. Piracy is a major prob- 
managed to be enrolled last year, Jem in the coastal areas of Davao del Sur and nearby Sarangani province. A few 
said Salong Sunggod, NCIP re- Ў | weeks ago, pirates, known as Ambak Pare, also attacked a fishing boat off Jose 
gional director. ` А à ‘Abad Santos, Davao del Sur and took P200,000 worth of fishing paraphernalia and 

Sunggod said poverty and little 4 the crew's personal belongings. Еді Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
government funds made educa- үй i i: 
tion less accessible to the young ч 4 $ Ex-vice gov dies in mishap 
Meier mien] , S |. MALUNGON, Sarangani Prodncs Former vice over Felipe Constantino бей afr 
Ti Я ‘his vehicle fell off а ravine in Sitio Buayan, Barangay Malandag on Tuesday night. Con- 

They are composed of Aeta, А stantino managed to got out of his car and called his family for help. Не was rescued an 
Abelling, Dumagat, аад, ‘hour later and was rushed to the Socsargen County Hospital in nearby General Santos. 
M Denes, зы Cay where he ed. Doctors sald Constantino sufere acre ribs, ht lead his 

i, апаеу, Kalanguya lungs and caused internal hemorrhage. Archie Saguigt, grandson of the victim, sald be- 

and Iongot peoples dispersed in : Р ‘ore the old man died, he told them he was on his way home after visiting his grandchil- 
Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva ‘dren when the steering wheel of his car locked. — Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac and 


Zambales. " 1 f A Youth exec hunted 
А " J / DIGOS CITY—Police here launched a manhunt for the village youth chair of Ruparan 
Survival basis " к, for allegedly stabbing to death a mitiaman on April 23. Police said prior to the attack, 
, Most of them stil live on a Fuparan SK president Reynaldo Cerban had proposed the holding of a disco n their 
survival basis" through agricul- Miage but Rodrigo Arobo, 48, a member ofthe vlage civilan volunteer organiza- 
ture, he said. tion, opposed it. Police investigator SPO2 Esdras de los Santos said Arobo opposed 
Dropout rates are high, espe- the disco because the proposed venue was near the house where the wake of a dead 
cially among elementary students E : Ж relative was being held. The event did not push through. De los Santos sald on April 
enrolled in public schools, ranging E T М $ d 23, Arobo was talking with some friends at the wake when Cerban emerged and 
from 10 percent to 30 percent, he PE " К * ‘stabbed the miltiaman In the chest. He fled after the stabbing while Arobo died while 
said. E 3. 3; ‘being rushed to a hospital. Eidie Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
While their poverty is due | [Li x ? E i 
mainly to lack of permanent land P 1 dead in jolo blast 
tenure and insufficient farming | РСЕ RITU, AL. JOLO, Sulu—One man died while three others were injured when a grenade ex- 
tools and seeds, their limited ағ. | RICE КОЧА cus RE eae ei | Uere deine Asturias here on April 16. Jolo police 
sistance hinders many of them anting the Ulallim (storytelling through songs) was featured in the recent Unoy Festival in Tinla- thief Abdelnasser Sintahan sald police believed the Abu Sayyaf was behind the. 
оссо, | eine Klinge eee ene emer pounding palay. biast that occurred at about 8:20 p.m, АЙ the victims were customers of the 
КРУТ videoke bar he said. "We have по other suspect but the Abu Sayyaf," Sintahan 
Ste money for the NCIPY siir Sai. The Abu Sayyaf opposes public singing and other forms of entertainment 


cational assistance program m J 4 draw prison terms for illegal logging asitviews these as against Islam. Ei General, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Central Luzon, for instance, had P78M for Digos road 
Беа, воша the“porkbarrel” crry OF SAN FERNANDO— them guilty of violating Section In Bulacan, Judge Renato кыды диме RR ER и ЕДЫ 
а а зоа Fourteen peoplein Tarlacand Bu- 68 ofthe Revised Forestry Code, Francisco convicted Eugenio Sab more roads here. Mayor Arsenio Latasa said the budgst is not enough. "When we are 
в! ри y рэн lacan have been convicted ofille- and of qualified theft under the vador Tigas, Rodolfo Angeles and {trough wih ths plan, we would focus on road development programs for other 
Н ag d iueva Ecija), gal logging and received prison Revised Penal Code. They were Celso Solargo Selgas to six years barangays, especialy roads marked as vial iis to the poblacion areas," Latasa sald. He 
e igue SN Сарат), terms, a report from the Depart- sentenced to 10-17 years in in prison for possession of illegal- said the слу govemment was also continuing with its annual release of P1 milion рег 
Jesli Lapus (Tarlac) and Milagros ment of Environment and Natu- prison. iy sawn lumber worth P12,000. barangay to fund оса development programs. ke Aguira, PDI Mindanao Burt 
Magsaysay (Zambales) pitchedina ral Resources said on Tuesday. ‘Their conviction came almost ^ The convictions brought to 55 m ; 
total of Р17 milion, of which “Regidor de Leon, DENR execu- three years after they were агг the number of resolved sults out Arms found in ‘coprahan 
637,500 was disbursed totheNCIP цуе director in Central Luzon, rested on Oct. 5, 2003 in Baran- of the 532 cases filed by the re- = Lucena crty—Amy solders on Mon- 
Beneficiaries said 11 of the convicts were from gay Amacalan in Gerona town gional DENR since 1995. tay cov a grenada, a hand 
Tarlac. by a DENR forest protection Ре Leon asked local govern- Г 

It supported a total of 457 IP He identified the fficials A resid grenade, a shotgun, two cal. 22 pistols 

rapport total 245728 He Mente бшш а Млад iem ment officials and residents to srd inocuas tom a hut in Sto Pulang 
due d eli ry, high and Maximo Rubino, Shane An- They were arrested as they pass information to authorities — Lupa Barangay Bagumbayan, Past, La 
ud Ws thony Albano, Larry Blanco, boarded а truck loaded with that would lead to the arrest of quia belived to ba a secret depostory of 
mp ce оа 3s tss on- Nestor Pano, Danny Tabuli, 2,500 board feet of narra hidden illegal loggers. firearms of New People's Army rebels op- 
ЦУ pl 0 to P10,000 per Leonardo  Raguingan, Emily in sacks of rice husks, the report Тһе Forestry Code, according -erating nthe province. Ату Ma Josè 
, c s am. estu d Ulep, Rita Santos, Mariano Ra- said. tohim, provides a reward equiva- Broso, spokesperson ofthe Southam Lu- 
à m Б in 1999, bana and Cely Santiago. No documents accompanied lent to 20 percent of the proceeds лоп Command, sald, A military report sald 
s үсү run "d Ашота "judge Arsenio Adriano, ofthe the banned cargo worth of confiscated products, Tonette Жеш ао serve as “coprahan.” Dalin 
where 53 members of the Duma- Tarlac regional trial court, found Р250,000. Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk — MakríJr, PDI Souther Luzon Bureau. 
gat tribe were enrolled in college 


last year. 


си чыш мө Town formed to return sultan dominion to M 


at least 470 finished elementary 
362 completed high school, while By Nash Maulana the council's deciston to have head, according to Jo Fernan- know we have long buried that Оп Wednesday, Christian and 
66 others obtained college degrees, PDI Mindanao Bureau К ератаге territory for Mus. dez, son of the Incoming sul- past and have started unifying Muslim residens of Мапы, 

The EVA Charity Foundation lim residents came atthe right tan. again in our own time,” Fer- sapano, Maguindanao gathered 
che БУА эй сга тоо MIDSAYAR NORTH COTABATO time, Ancestral domain isone “Ме, the Muslims among this nandez added. їп ап unusual show of unity un- 
тае, Вав ели 08 Тал О nine —Christlan leaders of this town, of the thornlest issues in the coexisting community couldn't Maguindanno hep, Bai Zeny seen in decades to pay their last 
ferae classes for 108 IP adults one of Central Mindanao's oldest ongoing pence talks between be more grateful to our Chris, Dilangalen sald she would spon- respects to Muslim community 
nac оноо M youth and has dier vowed torerurnto Mus- the government and the Moro tiam brethren and neighbors,’ sore ft that would officially in- leader Wadjid Dumpaw. 
and ol oF school ym апе іме lim control the traditionaldomin. Islamic Liberation Front, he sald the younger Fernandez clude the town fn the ‘country’s Christian residents said it 
chosen from among the tribes, lon of sultans that once hosted sald. when a сору of Municipal Reso- st of municipal local govern- was Dumpaw who provided 

their ancestors. Ig. decislon would boost lution 0142-05 was handed to ment units, Her husband, for- them sanctuary at the height of 

Infrastructure гапота, passed by the the peace effort, according to him by local officials Friday last mer Rep. Didagen Dilangalen, s the Moro rebellion in the 

‘The foundation has built six municipal council endorsed the Dr, Erlinda Santurias, pres week, а descendant of Sultan Tambi- 1970s. In return, they sald, 
se far duos: 500 families, creation of the town of Sultan dent of the Southern Christian "World War II saw the great lawan, they provided him human 
through the assistance of various Tambllawan Bayao out of 11 College, divide in us with some Chris- The elder Tambilawan was the shield when the Marcos mill- 
Foundations, donors and The Musllm-dominated barangays The first set of the new tians Joining the pro govern. last sultan ofthe upriver kingdom tary wanted to arrest and kill 
Netherlands Embassy, here. town's officials will be appoint- ment Constable units, but of Rajah Buayan to enter into a him, 

шге publie ard private re- The town was named after a ed by Local Government Secre» many of them had unified with truce with Spain, "The Christian residents sald 
о тоте publ har forthe Muslim ruler who relgned over tary Ronaldo Puno. But the sul- thelr Muslim brothers in the | His Protter Rajah Muda they had pooled modest contri- 
sources cae enous peoples, the Cotabato Upver Valley, the tan's surviving grandson willbe Army's antt-forelgn control Datu All led the anti-Ameri- butions ofall sorts to join hands 
тшу отет can һер thelr ат. old kingdom of Rajah Buayan, in crowned Sultan, Dimasonsang movement under then Mev fon Moro resistance and was with Muslims In the seventh- 
lies and communities break the the late 19th century. Fernandez Tambllawan ll. tenants SalipadaPendatunand killed by American forces in day offering for thelr leader 
tyeleof poverty" Sunggodeaid, Mayor Romeo Araña said Не will be the town's titular Mantel Dlangalen. But we 1903, who died of old age. 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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BOC okays Binondo 
mall reopening 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


‘THE 168 SHOPPING MALLIN BINONDO, 
Manila, a favorite stop of many budget- 
conscious consumers, reopened yester- 
day, more than a month after Bureau of 
Customs personnel raided it on suspicion 
that most of its tenants had not paid taxes 
and duties on their imported merchan- 
dise. 

Marius Aseron, head of the BOC's 
168 One-Stop Shop office, said the bu- 
reau allowed the mall to resume opera- 
tions after it had finished assessing the 


goods seized from the mall and stall 
owners had paid the corresponding 
penalties. 

"The malls management said that 
since we were almost finished with the 
assessment of goods there, they could 
open,” Aseron added. “We allowed the 
resumption of operations for most of 
the stalls whose owners have paid the 
penalties.” 

‘The BOC had barred traders from 
opening their stalls at the 168 Mall 
while their goods were being assessed 
by customs agents for tax purposes. As 


BINONDO'S most popular mall is back in business. 


of noon yesterday, some stalls had al- 
ready opened, but most remained 
closed. 

‘The BOC said it was able to collect 
P10 million in penalties from stall own- 
ers although Aseron said he expected 
the collection to go up since the amount 
represented just 30 percent ofthe items 
in the mall that the bureau had placed 
in its custody. 

"There are still more items in our 
warehouse that have yet to be as- 
sessed,” Aseron said. The taxed items 
represent the goods that were not taken 


m 


out of the mall after the BOC set up thé 
One-Stop Shop Office to speed up the 
assessment of goods and the payment 
of penalties. s 

The BOC raided the mall in March af- 
tera complaint from the Philippine Re- 
tailers Association about unfair trade 
practices. 

During the raid, ВОС personnel 
asked stall owners for proof that they 
had paid taxes and duties on the im- 
ported goods they were selling. The bu- 
reau seized the merchandise of those 
‘who were unable to present proof. 


Realtor under investigation for occupying prime lot 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘THE OWNER OF A REAL ESTATE COM- 
pany who claims to be a direct descen- 
dant of Rajah Soliman and Lapu-Lapu is 
now under investigation for allegedly 
taking over unoccupied lots in Metro 
Manila using a spurious court docu- 
ment. 

Agents of the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation on Tuesday afternoon raid- 
ed a prime lot at the corner of Buendia 
‘Avenue and Roxas Boulevard after the 
таја Estate Realty Company, owned by 
Julian Tallano, illegally occupied the 
property owned by Annie Montinola 
del Rosario. 


NBI National Capital Region (NCR) 
executive officer Ferdinand Lavin said 
Del Rosario had sought the bureau's 
help when she noticed four watchmen 
patrolling her lot. 

Investigation showed that the guards 
began occupying the lot on April 12, af- 
ter officers of Tala Estate ordered them 
to put up a notice that the 3,000-sq. m. 
property belonged to their company. 


Ownership 

“Their claim stemmed from a court 
decision favoring Tallano's case in 
1991, wherein he declared ownership 
of lands owned by affluent families like 
the Ayalas and Aranetas," Lavin said. 


Lavin was referring to a decision 
handed down by Pasay Regional Trial 
Court Judge Sofronio Sayo in favor of 
Tallano, who claimed that he was a 
prince as he was allegedly a descendant 
of a certain King Luisong Tagean whose 
sons included native chieftains Rajah 
Soliman and Lapu-Lapu. 

However, the Court of Appeals issued. 
a writ of preliminary injunction in 
2001, ordering the Pasay court to main- 
tain the status quo after the Office of 
the Solicitor General sought to nullify 
Sayo's decision. 

“Despite the CA order, the suspects 
used a writ of execution allegedly is- 
sued by Judge Sayo, ordering all parties 


concerned to allow the takeover of the 
lands in question,” Lavin said. 


Nowrit 

А check with the Pasay RTC clerk of 
court, however, showed that Sayo had 
mot issued a writ of execution, Lavin 
added, 

‘The NBI offical said that the Manila 
Police District had earlier raided a lot in 
Manila owned by the Manotok family, 
after the same group allegedly occupied 
the property last March. 

“Another complainant from Antipolo 
City also called us and sought our help 
after we conducted operations on the 
Montinola-owned lot,” Lavin said. 
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Cloth’ traffic scheme takes off 


MMDA expects improvements in 1 week 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA DE- 
velopment Authority expects vehicu- 
lar flow to ease up on Edsa—particu- 
larly in the Cubao area—in about a 
week's time after it began implement- 
{ng its "Pink Cloth” traffic scheme yes- 
terday. 

MMDA Traffic Operations Center 
Executive Director Angelito Vergel de 
Dios yesterday predicted that there 
‘would be less traffic buildup along 
the thoroughfare as commuters and 
hus drivers get used to the agency's 
newest campaign to instill discipline 
among bus drivers. 

, “We are sure traffic will improve 
Because bus drivers will be forced to 


Indiscipline 


IF THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS ISTO BE. 
ii tip-top form, it should be rid not only 
cf corrupt officials but also of misfits. 
"There is no room for thieving and 
inept officials in the second major 
revenue collection agency of the gov- 
ernment. Among the misfits are offi- 
cials who fall short in their collection 
target. The worst thing that could 
happen to the customs bureau is for 
these inept officials to stick to their 
positions like glue when they've been 
given their walking papers. Their in- 
subordination becomes a model for 
other inept officials and employees to 
follow. Can you imagine а govern- 
ment agency where there is no order 
and discipline, where the subordi- 
nates don't respect their superiors? 
Such is the case being presented to 
the public by Cebu Port Customs Col- 


leave the bus stop with the pink cloth 
blocking their doors. If they can no 
longer take in passengers, they will 
surely move,” Vergel de Dios said. 
"We may be able to see that within a 
week.” 

The "Pink Cloth” scheme is aimed 
at discouraging bus drivers from hog- 
ging loading points for passengers. A 
brainchild of MMDA Chair Bayani 
Fernando, the campaign comple- 
ments the agency's Organized Bus 
Route scheme, a program that limits 
the number of buses out on the road 
based on commuter volume ata given 
time. 

The "Pink Cloth” scheme arms 
MMDA traffic enforcers with a pink 
cloth attached to an aluminum pole. 


Once a bus driver exceeds the time al- 
Jotment given for him to stay at the 
loading point, the traffic enforcer will 
raise the pink cloth in front of the bus 
door to prevent more passengers 


MDA will implement the 
traffic scheme next time on both sides 
of Edsa on North Avenue, the south- 
bound portion of Edsa at the corner of 
Ayala Avenue and Edsa near the Mag- 
allanes Interchange. 

Vergel de Dios said drivers who 
refuse to leave the loading point even 
after traffic enforcers have raised the 
pink cloth would be fined Р150 for 
the first offense, P300 for the second 
offense and the confiscation of their 
license on the third offense. 


at the Bureau of Customs 


ON ТАВСЕТ ( а) 
кэе 


Ramon Tulfo a. 


lector Lourdes Mangaoang and Mani- 
la International Container Port Col- 
lector Ricardo So. They've been or- 
dered to vacate their posts for ineffi- 
ciency. But Mangaoang and So refuse 
to vacate their positions. One alleged- 
ly invokes her connection with a Fi 
nance Department official; the other 
his affiliation with an influential reli- 
gious sect. 

From Jan. 1 to April 22 this year, 
Mangaoang had a shortfall of P2.4 
billion in collections. So had a P2.3- 


billion deficit for the same period. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales wants Mangaoang and So re- 
placed so he could comply with the 
President's order for him to cover the 
ational government deficit. 

But how can Morales be effective 
when he's burdened with the prob- 
lem of inefficient and, worse, disobe- 
dient subordinates? Mangaoang 
points to Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves as the one who reportedly tells 
herto stay on. So invokes the Iglesia. 
ni Cristo as if the church is the invisi- 
ble government. 

Collectors who have not met their 
targets are now running to their back- 
ers so they could be retained in their 
positions in the current customs 
reshuffle. If Mangaoang and So can 
be retained, why can't they? 
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Eco-fair at QC green baven 


By Jocelyn P. Dimaculangan 


PICNICKERS AND NATURE LOVERS CAN 
now add another entry to the growing list 
of green havens in Quezon City—the Na- 
tional Ecology Center mini-park. 

The NEC mini-park, situated in front of 
the Philippine Heart Center for Asia along 
East Avenue, covers 4.5 hectares. The 
sprawling grounds has picnic groves and 
walkways that are lined with indigenous 
and endemic tree species such as yakal, ka- 
magong, narra and katmon. 

it is open to the public seven days a 
week, free of charge. The park is main- 
tained by the Urban Forestry Division ofthe. 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources-National Capital Region. 

“We plan to put up an aviary in the area 


as well as build offices for the Environmen- 
tal Management Bureau and the DENR- 
NCR,” Carlos Gubat I, Urban Forestry Divi- 
sion chief, said. 

Оп Friday and Saturday, the park will 
host a fair dubbed "Samu't-Sari 2006" (An 
Eco-Market for Eco-Friendly Products) 
which will feature organic produce, health 
products and indigenous local items for 
sale. Local inventors will also display the 
latest green technology during the fair 

These include the nutrient film tech- 
nique in which plants are grown hydropon- 
ically or in a soil-less and pesticide-free 
farming technology. The soil-less and pesti- 
cide-free farming technology reportedly 
produces vegetables that grow at a much- 
faster rate compared with those planted їп 
soil. 


т: (HORE т=з Santana Roots tour 


DSANTANA 


ORIGINAL LEAD SINGER 


GREGG ROLIE 


АРЕ]. 28 ARANETA COLISEUM ө APRIL 29 CLARK EXPO e APRIL 30 SM ILOILO CARPARK 


“Kurt Griffey. is à very-gifted guitar player who has really Captured the mood 
of Santana music. He knows to play the-proper melodies when he. wants to 
and when hesneeds to. He also knows: how to stretch out and play-solos that 
are scorching.- He-is--an- incredible guitar- player. From: all the encores 
that we've: gotten for, this band, nó one's gonna walk away disappointed. 
You will not miss Carlos on this. - ‘Excerpts from interview with Gregg Rolie 


Republic of he Phápones. 
METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM CORPORATE OFFICE 
m Floor, Aaminsvaton Suing, MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon Сау 1105 Phitppines 
те, Nos. +69(+2) 822-3757; 822-2060 Fax No. +63(+2) 921-2887 


INVITATION TO BID 
(Re-bidding) 
The мегоройап Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWS), through its Bids and Awards Commie (BAC). 
wil conduct pubic bidding fr tne per койо! sse and disposal of Ine folowing surpus materials and varous 
а equipment and fumitur. on an "as iswhere is basi located at Ine San Juan Stockyard, San Juan. 


Metro Mania and ate MWSS Property Management Storage, Balara, Quezon Сау. These matenals are composed 
f ihe folowing 


Waters 
Description 
Surplus project materiais 
composed of dieron Kinds 
© pipes and finge. 
Hesvy/Solid Matal 


Tacair Approximate 
‘Quantity 


2000000 кюз 


Бы Esse 
Price 
тг 


San uan 
Stockyard, 
Son Juan, MM. 
MWSS Complex. 
Balara, QC. 
MWSS Complex, 
Ваза, QC. 
MWSS Complex, 
Вава, OC. 
MWSS Complex, 
Вава. QC. 
MWSS Complex, 
а 
MWSS Complex. 
Balara, QC. 


18000865 гт 


Tin Shoot Scrap 
мев (Yero) 


Scrap Kicnon Fires, 
Stainless 


Aluminum Metal 


7000 Kes [27773 


500 ics [ro 


300 dos Рт бео 


Scrap Brass 
(Tansong Diaw) 

Unserviceabie Computers, 
Printers, Xerox Machines, 
Electronic Communication 
Equipmont and Accessoris 
ScrapWaste. 

Assorted Papers 

‘Wie Scrap Papers (obsolete 
continues form, 5 ply 

МС х9» 

‘Office Dosis, Tables, Cabinets 
‘nd other Wooden Furnitures 
THW Electicai Cable & PVC 
Insulation 


7500 Kies GEEL 


1580 doc Papo 


MWSS Complex 
Bare, ОС. 
MWSS Complex 
Balara, ОС. 


[273 


P8533106 
cr) 


MWSS Complex 
Balara, QC. 
MWSS Complex, 
Ваша, QC. 


Twlorestod paris may secure the Terma of Reference (TOR) and the Bid Form from ihe MWSS Bids and 
‘Awards Commiliae (ВАС) located at te address balow, upon payment of nox-ralundable amount ol Phat. 000.0, 
‘staring May 02 undi May 12, 2008: 

Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 

Engnsenng & Projet Management Department 

Ground Floor, MWSS Complex 

Katpunan Road, Вашга, Quezon Cily 

ololax: 929-0966 / 922-2568 

The bide must bo submited fo the BAC in sealed envolopa. one (1) originai and two (2) duplicate copies. on or 
ооо 2:00 pm. of May 24, 2008. The bundy clock located atthe above ndóross shall servo аз the basis for the 
Жош (ma for thie balding Bids recaived alter tho above deadline shali по longer be accopted. The bids wit be 

IAC at 2.15 pm. on tne sema dato inthe prosonca of and the bidders. or thle duly authorized 

representatives, and the generat public. 

"A Pre-Bd Conferenco wil be conducted atthe above address, st 10:00 a.m. on May 17,2000. and thereafter 
a joint ate Inspection wii fotow. 


Ter P1500000 
(10) 


PTS зоо 


EI 


(So) ORLANDO C. HONDRADE 
p 
ут. мал ашула эө 


METRO! 
Fake US bonds 


QUEZON City police yesterday pre- 

sented three men suspected of. 

pedaling fake US federal reserves 

and treasury bonds to tourists and 

antique collectors. Benjamin Tan, 

74, Jesus Cruz, 68, and Sharrit 

Ibrahim Albani, 38, were arrested 

оп Tuesday during a buy-bust op- 

eration conducted by agents of the 

District intelligence and Investigation Division led by Supt. 
David Allauigan. Working on а tip from an informant, police set 
ир an operation against the three using an undercover agent 
who posed as a buyer at Aberdeen Court Hotel on Quezon Av- 


PING = PING Stihl 


NATIVE LECHON 


BRIEFS 


enue. Seized from the suspects were 13 bronze slides of sus- 
pected fake federal reserves with a face value of $3 trilion and 
bearing “Treaty of Versailles" markings. 


DJ Yap 


Fire hits shanties in Makati 
FIRE struck a residential area in Makati City yesterday, destroying 
РТ milion worth of property. The fire began at 1205 p.m. in a row 
f shanties at he comer of Cervera and Моа Streets, near the 
Pablo Ocampo 5: Extension. Chief Inspector Rogelio Bucayu of 
the ciy’s Bureau of Fire Protection office said the blaze started in 
the house of Antonio Regio. then quickly spread to nine other 
shanties, and the third floor ofan adjacent four-story residential 
buiding, betore it was put out nearly three hours later, 

Tarra V. Quismundo 


em 


MUSIC MUSEUM 
АРА. 27 & 98, 2006 
SHOWTIME:8:30 РМ j 


Casino Filipino 
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PARIS—AL-QAIDAS FEARED 
lraq frontman Abu Musab al- 
Zarqawi vowed to defeat the 
United States in a website 
video Tuesday, in а 
rare public appear- 
ance by one of the 
world's most want- 
ed militants. 

"Ву God, America 
will be defeated in 
Iraq" the man identi- 
fed as Zarqawi 
wamed in the video 
message. 

"America will be 
chased out of the 
Tad ut Tuo te РОМ 
defeated and humiliated,” he 
vowed. 

The video appeared just two 
days after а new audiotape 
recording of Osama bin Laden 
surfaced, in which alQaidas 
founder accused the West of 
waging war against Islam. 

Tt also came as Iraq named 
Shiite politician Jawad al-Maliki 
its designate prime minister in a 


bid to quickly 


raising 


ber one. 


Zarqawi vows to defeat 
US in Internet video 


unity government and end the 
countrys violence. 

“Beware those of you who join. 

these collaborator 
agencies—the (Iraqi) 
army and police. By 
God, ай they will get 
from us is a sharp 
sword, and we will 
have .. 
wil tum children's 
hair white,” the man 
said, in a warning to 
Iraqis. 

The shadowy Jor- 
danian-bom 
сані, who is blamed 
for numerous large-scale attacks 
during the insurgency in Iraq 
since the toppling of Saddam 
Hussein in 2003, has taken a low 
profile in recent months. The US 
military has claimed it has cap- 
tured a number of his top aides, 
speculation 
whether the noose was finally 
tightening on Iraq's enemy num- 

AFP 


form a national 


BANGKOK—THAILANDS ТОР THREE 
judges will meet this week to consider nullify- 
ing this month's elections, after a rare de- 
mand from the king for the courts to resolve 
months of political turmoil, a court 
spokesperson said Wednesday. 

"The chief justices of the Supreme Court, the 
Constitutional Court, and the Supreme Adminis 
trative Court will meet Friday to consider 
whether to nullify the election or to clear the way 
for parliament to convene, spokesperson Charan 
Pakdithanakul told AFP. 

“There is a pressing need for the court to take 
action," Charan told AFP 

Thailand has been mired in political crisis af- 
ter an opposition boycott of April 2 elections cou- 
pled with weeks of street protests forced prime 
minister Thaksin Shinawatra to step aside. 

Parliament cannot legally convene to form а 
new government until all 500 seats are filed, but 
after two rounds of voting, 14 seats remain emp- 
ty because of the opposition boycott. 

A third round of voting in southem Thailand 
is slated for Saturday to ry to fil them. 


battles that 


Zar- 


about 


“If the election is voided, a new election date 
will have to be decided. If it is not nullified, the 
justices will decide what to do if parliament lacks 
а quorum of 500 seats,” Charan told local radio. 
earlier 

AIL87 justices on the Supreme Court will meet 
Thursday to try to take a common position be- 
fore the naton's three top judges meet, he 
added 

The courts announcement came the morning 
after the king spoke to the Supreme Court jus- 
tices in his palace, urging them to find a way to 
resolve the crisis and ensure parliament can 
open. 

He called the April 2 elections “undemocrat- 
ic but insisted he would not appoint а new 
prime minister as the opposition have asked. 

“The leading opposition party said Wednesday 
they were ready to run in new elections. 

“The Democrat Party will heed the royal re- 
marks and is willing to cooperate with courts to 
solve the impasse,” party leader Abhisit Vejajiva 
said. 

“If cooperation means new elections, the 


Thai king asks courts 
о resolve political crisis 


Democrats are ready to run," he said. 

‘Acting prime minister Chidchai Vanasathidya 
said the ruling Thai Rak Thai party viewed the 
remarks аз а сай for national reconciliation. 

“The situation should get better after the 
king's address” he said, while declining to spet- 
ulate about whether the courts would invalidate 
the election. 

But the leader of the protests that helped drive 
‘Thaksin from office insisted that thé monarch 
should name a new prime minister. 

“We still adhere to our original demands, that 
the election was unjust and undemocratic,” mè- 
ia tycoon Sondhi Limthongkul told reporters. 

“Outgoing prime minister Thaksin and his 
government must resign to pave the way га 
neutral prime minister, appointed by the king, to 
supervise new elections,” he said 

Sondhi also insisted that his People's Alliance 
for Democracy would rally on May 2 in Bangkok. 
‘Mass anti-Thaksin protests have been held in the 
capital accusing the billionaire businessman 
turned politician of abuse of power and стоп) 
ism. AFP 


Bush orders probe of sky-high gasoline prices 


WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT GEORGE W. 
Bush on Tuesday ordered an investigation in- 
to possible manipulation of prices at gasoline 
stations and suspended deposits into Ameri- 
саз strategic oil reserves, as the US govern- 
ment tried to rein in record-high fuel costs. 

“One immediate way we can signal to 
people we're serious about increasing sup- 
ply is to stop making purchases or deposits 
to the strategic supply for a short time,” 
Bush said in a wide-ranging speech on 
strategies to combat skyrocketing fuel 
prices. 

“The strategic reserve is large enough to 
guard against any major supply disruption 
over the next few months. 

“By deferring deposits until the fall, we'll 
leave a little more oil on the market. Every 
littie bit helps," the US president said. 


In remarks to the Renewable Fuels Associ- 
ation, one of the chief backers of ethanol and 
other alternatives to petroleum-based fuels, 
Bush unveiled a multi-pronged attack on es- 
calating oil prices, including increased con- 
servation, expanding domestic production 
and developing alternative sources of ener- 


эу. 

He also said the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion was investigating whether “the price of 
gasoline has been unfairly manipulated in 
any way.” In addition, the president called 
оп oil companies to give up billions of dol- 
lars worth of tax breaks. 

Bush acknowledged that the spike in 
gasoline prices has been felt clear across 
American society, hurting consumers and 
putting а damper on business. 

"Gasoline price increases are like а hidden 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Sri Lanka attacks Tamil rebels. 


tax on the working people. They're like a tax 
on our farmers. They're like a tax on small 
businesses," Bush said. 

"Energy experts predict gas prices are go- 
ing to remain high throughout the summer. 
And that's going to be a continued strain on 
the American people.” Bush vowed that, 
with the measures announced Tuesday, he 
would “make sure that the American con- 
sumers are treated fairly at the gas pump.’ 
He added that, with oil prices at record lev- 
els, energy companies do not need all of the 
tax breaks they now get, and proposed erad- 
icating two billion dollars of tax write-offs 
over the next decade. 

Bush said he decided to temporarily halt 
deposits to the nation’s Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve to make more oil available for con- 
sumer needs. АЕР 


Municipality ef Topi 
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Republic of tho Philippines 
CITY OF BAIS 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The City Government of Bais invites interested bidders to apply for 


requirements: 
mew APPROVED BUDGET 
(ABC) 

1)PR.No.271-08 — Various construction 

materias for 

Renabiitation of City Hall 

Annex Building. Bais Сау, 

(Phase |) to be taken 

{rom the 20% Development 

Fund P2,086,685.00 


Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at 
bid opening 


prescribed under Sec. 23.11 of the IRR-A of R.A. 9184. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding: 
procedures using non-discretionary documents will result in the 
disqualification of the bidder. 2 
All other particulars relative to the procurement process shall be" 
govern by the implementing Rules and Regulations of RA 9184 otherwise 
Known as the Government Procurement Reform Асі. 5 


eligibility and to bid for the supply and delivery of the hereunder | 


FORTHE CONTRACT ` 


In order to quality, bidders should conform to the eligibility criteria as "| 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘no Locat Goverment Unt (LOUY Тар уолу ts ics and Amar Corman BAC) es 


EET rio ur eei onions eun ta tr Rawat 


Nama of Equipment 


‘GOLOMBO—The Sri Lankan government launched strikes on Tamil Tiger rebels 
Tuesday in retaliation for a failed assassination attempt that eft at least 10 peo- 
ple dead and risked returning the country to war. Air and naval attacks were car- 
fied out against a cluster of boats of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
and their land bases within the northeastern district of Trincomalee, the defense 
ministry Said in a statement. There were no immediate reports of casualties. 

‘The strikes were ordered after a female suicide bomber blew herself up at army 
“headquarters in Colombo kiling 10, seriously wounding intended target army 
chief Lt. Gen. Sarath Fonseka, and injuring 30 others. АР 


Koizumi marks 5 years in office 

TOKYO—Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi marked five years in of- 
fice Wednesday as one of the country’s longest-serving postwar leaders, urg- 
ing his eventual successor to press ahead with his reform program. Koizumi, 
Who took office in Apri 2001, has presided over major changes in Japan dur- 
ing his tenure, including an economic resurgence after a decade of malaise, 
any the groundbreaking dispatch of military forces to Iraq. “Five years have 
passed before | knew i” Koizumi told an upper house committee meeting 
"We need to create a solid safety net and social security to prepare tor the ag- 
ing society. We also need to invest п people in science and technology.” АР 


UN deploys EU troops to DRCongo 

UNITED NATIONS—The UN Security Council оп Tuesday unanimously en- 
dorsed a resolution authorizing the deployment of some 1,250 European 
Union troops to help the United Nations oversee upcoming polis in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The 15-member council endorsed the de- 
ployment of the forcé чога period ending four months after the date of the 
first round of the presidential and parliamentary elections" in the vast cen- 
tral African country. The EU force wil be tasked with supporting the 17,000- 
Strong UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC known as MONUC during the 
period encompassing the elections. Of the 1,250-strong force, EU leaders 
plan to send 400 to 450 troops to the ORC and to keep a further 800 rapidly- 
‘deployable troops on standby outside the country. AFP 


Pre-bid conference will be conducted at the Office of the City Mayor, 
this ety, оп May 2, 2006 al 1:30 Р.М. 


— Excavator, Ax con cab and Computerised 


Bid documents can be obtained upon payment of a non-refundable, 
КЕ 


fee equivalent to tne total amount of the ABC of the items in which. 7 
Interested bidders intend lo bid, In accordance wih the following rates: 
Below P50,000 00 = 0.5% butnotless than P100.00 
P50,000butnotmore tan P100,000.00 = 0.45% but noties than P250.00 
P100,001.00butnotmore than 200,000.00 - 04% butnotless than P450.00 
P200.001.00-P350,000.00 0.35% but noties than P800.00 
P350.001.00-P500,000.00 (0.3% butnotless tran Pi 22500 
Ps00,001.00-P1,000,000.00 = 0.2% ъи тоова than P1,500.00 
1000001008 above - 0.4%butnotlessthanP2.000.00 ‚> 
andnotmore than P10,000.00 2 
Bid documents can be obtained starting April 27, 2006 at the BAC 
Secretariat clo Office of the City Mayor or Office of the City General; -| 
Servicos. his ойу, Tel. No. (035) 402-3182, or 402-8115 anytime during 
office hours, and can also be inquired for further information or particulars <| 


“The bidders shall drop their duly accomplished едн, technical and „ 
financial documents each in separate sealed envelopes duly marked as 
Such in the bid box at the Conference Room althe Office of the City Mayor 
оп May 15, 2006 at 1:30 P.M. al which place, date and time said 
envelopes shall be opened in the presence of the members of the ВАС, 
the attending bidders, the observers, or their duly authorized 
representative. Late bids shall nol be accepted. 


Brist Description, Specttentons 
се ob ТНР СЛО RPM. ect 
Tin waa хе месе. 


— M À | 
Soe 


oe: 
Кес 


Prongactv ders shoud heve hy prre and auti spare рата Мий m be Бен, 
рори ee aeter Qva conset Tha BAC we ug толдзст болиу este 
araa a e prenre летача bas Tre BAC 


тт 
T Recep ard Opens TESS 
The BAC ка аз to ospecive эел. DY 
THER Ысар рөө ШЭ топле е oP 00 o e Ойс Ө е acest 
ро eodem gui жеси Pe ignit reremen st Pe sod access. They 
TPS Son ess t Бе eight ме. ate sam элен 
Tra BAC ма eae tng documents oniy o дел decur by ihe BAG lobo sitio upon 
ди жоли FS 000 в те Oe c e Manca Treasurer: 
iatescooiy c Tupi samanas noreporatéty uhaisoover io compensata or emay des 
Ea aras acredita prepararon c s Bos 
[ий 

(Sos) EUGENO S. JUELE. ж. 

p 


“The Cily Government of Bais reserves the right to accep orrojectany 
bid, and to annul the bidding process and reject ай bids at anytime prior 
to contract award, without thereby incurring any lability to the affected 


бозого bidders. 
b 


DepED 


(524) CARMELINO L. MORALES 


ае ВАС Chairman 


goto ioa. ы 


Republika ng Pilipinas 
Republic of the Philippines 
KAGAWARAN NG EDUKASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
‘PROCUREMENT SERVICE 
Room 508, ih Floor, Mabn В. DepED Complex. Meralco Avenue, Pasig Cty 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


=> PROCUREMENT SERVICE. 
аза 9 Fee Dept er rad 


mmm 
перде ef he шрек 
KAGAWARAN МО EDURASYON 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROCUREMENT SERVICE. 
Room soë, S Ноо, Mabe В; DepED Comis Meralco Avenue, Pasig Cty 


DepED 


Tes: 6366543 


“el 630.8542 


Drect Lm: 6235243 
Так Le: 6321361 сав 2094 
"West: nm doped gov ph 
Apol 18.2006 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Request lor Proposals (RFP) 1o undertake Бе falomng packages: 
Package. Rewsonol SEDP Texbcoksand Teachers Manual forthe Non-Core Subjects 
in Technology and Lweltood Educoton (TLE) and Values Educaton (VE) 
Pacage? Developmen of Teacher's Prolessional Development Manuais ПРОМ) 
1. The Repub ol the Phippines through ha Dopariment of Educaton (DepED) has 
Tecewed a loan Irom the Asian Development Bank (АОВ) towards the costs ofthe 
‘Secondary Edocaton Development and improvement Project (БЕ DIP), and ntends o 


apply pr ol ne proceeds al s ап o payments under the conracis tor the above 
mentoned packages. 


Те DepED now tes your femto submit Techneal and F mancal Proposals to rode. 
saves recinto Torms o Reference oi ne REP for said Pags and 
Thes 


Terps stale ond ncn nie poses citi 


Te RFP ncudes е Ону documents: 
Soron? - Lener оноп 
Seion? С. отео Consutanis 
Seni — Techmeal Proposal- Standard Forms 
Seni  —  FrancalPuposal- Sander Forms 
Soons — Tems ol Releronce 
Secon — Standard Form of Contact 
ease sub wrna onor belare Apri 28. 2006 or expression of interesito acent 
The project оа Bs and Awards Commitee (BAC). clo Procurement Senice. Rim: $08. 
Уши Mabes Bug. Depe D Complex Maaco ие. Pas Cay, interesie saves 
ondes may securo e цана se GIRE P om DepED Procurement Sereceat sme 
Baires upon payment o! Po 200.00 m cash. 
A Pre Proposal Conference sal be heid on May 8, 2008, 200 pn. at the BSE 
Gans Raon i Тол, боло tr Gg Come, en Arema, 
sg Cn 
туноп Technical and Financial Proposals shal e on ar lore May 31,206. 
рл. foh adress ndcated n paragraph no. 4 
Thankyou 

Very yours, 
(S92) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 


Ази Secretary and BAC Charperion 
PEEN “т = 


Soe eee dete 
Call for Submission of Textbooks and Teacher's Manuals 
“The Department o Education siding teresed pubshers to submit copies 
oa ортоо баатар textbooks and accompanying teachers талий 
Meme Gres 1196 and Frei to Fourth Year high school intended for use in 
риле Schools natonwide storing SY 2008-2008. 
“Al submitted materiis wi undergo an evaluation process In four leves 
AST тез! completeness of coverage, organization, and internal 


‘uatiation 

Pubishars wal pay эп evaluation feo of thirty thousand pesos {P30,000) for 
o ee ос ла teacher's manual for Grades 110 2 and forty thousand 
cach 2 0.000) > each so ol textbook end teacher's manual or Grades 3106 
panos (PA Dooh Year The evehuaton foes, which wil be used io dekray expenses 
rri fees. vansportaton. end board and loging of evelualors, may be paid 
tot service [ons manager s check addressed io DapED-IMCS Acct. No. LBP 0672. 
MAPS Ix Paymants ms! be mado at no DepED Cash Dmsion. 1 Рос, Rizal 
ал п, DepED Complex, Meraico Avenue, Pasig Сау. 

Publishers wi be gen a copy ol the recommendations ol he evaluators a 
the Gilaren loves winch wit sarve эз bass for comeing the malenais pror 10 
the Ой о bang Ай malenais - von those requing major revisions - тау 
тиот ue ara tendered as scheduled. Content evaluation under ino 

Tar hon determina he comploteness and accuracy ofthe implamoniaton 
тө ov Hor manor revs Formosa ecomvménded 


The materials for Filipino 
маво Counci остова ( 
атоо Avon. Pasig Слу staring September 11, 2006 but not lator 
September 15, 2006. 

in onda to gat a зой copy of ће Learning Competencies and th Textbook Cel 
оо a ban compsci di to a DepedAMCS sterng May 8.2006. 
Paene normaron please coniac Ms. Daisy O. Santos or Ms. Nonio Barraquias 
634-1054 or 631-224. 

For your information and guidance 


(God) ATTY. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 


VERIOR Hawntart Secretary and BAC Char 


рова ne, T» 
Siu Une 6321361 locat 2115 
Webs: adno dtosc oov ah 


Call for Submission of Textbooks and Teacher's Manuals 

“The Deperiment of Education s ving intereste pubishars lo submit copias 
of comarasady matendis lor thor textbooks (TXs) and accompanying teachers 
DEDE eat, English Grades 106 and FrstioFourh Year high school tended 
{Groen pube school natonende starting SY 2007-2008, 

“Tis сей вове not consule а рге- conlant evaluation. DepED intends to 
buy e best soe of maiorals a pass content evaluation wilh a reasonable рсе 
DL раа толу ee or соруп authorzahon fea іо pant and diste to ай 
pule schcolsnatónwde. 

Alisubmitied materiais wil undergo an evaluation process in fur levels: 

Aint Ар test comploloness ol coverage, organtzaion, and internat 

consistency: 

Ca i ck accuracy of fats and information, integrity of concepts. 
and sequence of saming concepts 

Таа Sto test iho appropnetenass ol tne language and visuais used and 
Level 4 to ensure corect grammar and syntax 

Content evaluation wil be on a PassiFal basis. Orly those hat pass content 
ova at б lour loves wil bo considered for ranking, The ran 1 1o 3 Mes wi 
B recommonced or пероһавоп forthe royally fee orcopynght autnonzaton lee 
thot would low DepED io pant and distribute oa public schools natonwde, 

Publshors wil pay an evaluation fe of thirty thousand pesos (P30,000) for 
еза ы TX ола fM lor Grades 1 1o 2 ond forty thousand posos (P40,000) for, 
Жн sat foc Grados 3 to Band Fst Fourth Year. Tho evaluabon foes, wuch wil 
Boxed vo deray expenses for согус loos, ransporiabon. and board and lodang 
алма, commmntiee members, and acitators, may be pl enar in cash oF 
аксы chock ousrossed юбарЕ ОМС Аса No LBP 09721279. Payments 
тон б made ш ina DepED Cash Divson, 1st Floor, Rizal Buling i. DepED 
Complex Meralco Avenue, Pasig Ciy. 

"Tha English TXs and TMs should be submited tothe Den-£D-Procurement 
Service (PST a Sin Floor Mabi Building, DepED Complex, Maraico Avenue, Pas 
ау зли May 8, 2006 but not later than May 12, 2006. 

în order to got а вой copy of he Loarning Competencias and he Textbook Cal 
омба bn à blank compact dsk to ve DepED IMCS starting Apri 20; 2008, 
оиа poraning 19 в call may be addressed Io DepED-MCS stall a lei 
тов. 634-1054 or 631-9294. 

For your information and guidance. 


(Sod ) Ану. CAMILO MIGUEL M. MONTESA 


PASE A (амал Secretary & ВАС Chairman 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Egypt arrests 30 suspects in resort blasts 


CAIRO—EGYPTIAN SECURITY FORCES HAVE said 12 Eeyptians and йк for- found on the scene of one of the Sheikh attacks that killed some had changed by the time they 
Е ‚ eignerswerekilled. - explosions. 70 people and multiple bombings left,” one source said. 
arrested some 30 suspects over the triple bomb- “Initial investigations suggested Investigators also retrieved farther up the coast that left 34 President Hosni Mubarak, who 
ings at the Red Sea resort of Dahab that left at i. Now. "шайны дет body pens from us sea peopledeadinOctober2004. visited the victims in hospital on 
EA EE explosions were caused by sui- wi eybelievemaybelongto ^ Security officials had said Tuesday, vowed to track down 
least 18 people dead, an interior ministry Source cide bombers who concealed the suicide bombers. ‘Tuesday that three of the those and punish those responsible for 
said Wednesday. their explosives in leather bags, Security sources said the inves- detained in Dahab were Egyptian the bombings. 
the state-owned Al-Ahram daily tigators believe that the Dahab computer engineers carrying fake Тһе Dahab attacks came a day 
Security sources said the sus- bedouins from the Sinai, were be- reported. bombings are connected to two papers who arrived in the resort before Sinai Liberation Day, a 
pects had been rounded up since ing interrogated in connection The newspaper said investiga- previous waves of bombings on Sunday and left an hour after public holiday which celebrates 
Ке ехдонопв rocked the resort with Mondays bombings, the tors were running DNA tests to along the Sinai coast, the attacks. Israel's 1982 withdrawal from 
fe his га! was packed with thirdattackon the peninsula's re-match body pars with identity The government accuses a “Mumen Farok Mohammed: Me peninsula, in what many ana- 
Pm aniis and Egyptians еп. sorts in 18 months, the source papers bearing the name of Eid group called Tawhid wal Jihad Ali Karim Ashraf Abdallah and _lystssaw as evidence that the per- 
joying а traditional spring holiday. added. Kha Suleiman—a Bedouin from (Unification and holy war) ofcar- Majed Ali Mahmud arrived inDa- petratorswere from a local group 
“The suspects, most of them Health and security officials northern Sinai—which were rying out the July 2005 Sharmel- hab in a car whose number plate with an Egyptianagenda. AFP 


Ex-premier set 
to head new 
Nepal gov't 


: KATMANDU—GIRUA PRASAD KOIRALA, 
EL $ e the grand old man of Nepali politics set to b 
E come its new premier, is part of a family dy- 
nasty that has fought for democracy in Nepal 
for more than 50 years. 
Koirala has led the country through some of 


наа rit E Я E s wi its biggest upheavals 
e Se е ө pc au [E Aes, PEEING j and been implicated in 
GEES 


Panasonic 
ideas for Ше 


2x the feuding and claims 
BE AROS SY f | of corruption that have 
—X frequently rocked pub- 

liclife. 

Koirala, 81, report- 
edly an unwilling can- 
didate, takes charge of 
the job for the fourth 
time after a series of 
premierships marked 
by a deadly Maoist in- 
surgency and a palace 
еа KOIRALA — seres 

One of three broth- 
ers to hold the top job, he was in charge at the 
time of the mountainous nation’s most notori- 
ош upset when 10 members of the royal family, 
including the king and queen, were shot dead 
‘during the crown prince's drunken rampage. 

"The position of Koirala, the leader of the 
kingdom's largest party the Nepali Congress, 
was shaky at the time of the massacre and he 
had nearly resigned over a corruption probe. %4 

‘He subsequently handed his resignation } 
the man who took over the throne, King Gya- 
nendra, after a row when the new monarch be- 
gan taking control ofthe army and political par- 
ties. 

But as Gyanendra was this week forced to 
hand back to the politicians the total rule he 
snatched 14 months ago, Koirala will again 
move to Nepal's political center stage for what is 
likely to be the last time. 

Bom in 1925, he is the younger brother of 
BP Koirala who fought the century-old system 
of hereditary premiers in Nepal and became 
Nepal's first elected premier in 1959-60. AFP 


Israel deploys spy 
satellite to Iran 


JERUSALEM—ISRAEL PUT A NEW OBSER- 
vation satellite into service from Russia on 
Tuesday which will increase the levels of 
surveillance of Iran's nuclear program. 

‘The satellite was launched from a military 
space launch site in Russia's far eastern Amur 
region aboard a Topol solid-fuel rocket booster, 
the ITAR-TASS news agency said, quoting а 
spokesperson for the facility, Alexei Kuznetsov. 

Ina brief item posted on its website, the Is- 
таей daily Yediot Aharonot quoted an unnamed 
defence official as saying the satellite would be 
used to spy on Iran's nuclear activities. 

= = TTAR-TASS said the satellite is fitted with a 
More than cool. More than clean. Panasonic Air Сопайіопегз. Мо тое powerful camera "which will permit Israeli in- 


troublesome filter cleaning with the Panasonic Split type XC Series’ Auto Clean Robot! рәр жеке de а онаа aen 
It automatically cleans the filter so it keeps functioning like it's new and mantains the unit's energy- Satellite was successfully placed into orbit about 


i 20 minutes after its launch, the agency said. 

saving performance. You get nothing but cool, clean, healthy air for your family. - ‘The satellite was launched by ImageSat, а 
company that is part-owned by state-run Israel 
Aircraft Industries. 

ImageSat said the 280 kg satellite is able to 
spot objects of no more than 70 cm long. 

"As soon as this satellite goes into orbit, it will 
place us in the major leagues of countries with 
photography satellites ImageSar director gen- 
eral Shimon Eckhaus told Yediot Aharonot. 

гарре‹ is ‘The Eros B is an upgraded versions of the 
втрат энне нда EER (Energy Eelncy Ratio) Eros A satelite which is already in operation. 
through the vacuum duct. 3 пам зетови Israeli Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz hailed 
^ Super Quiot - As tow as 2368 the successful satellite launch as "a great 
+ yor Warranty on Compressor achievement of the defense establishment, the 
Sanet ene defense industries and Israel.” "The satellite ac- 
tivity will increase Israel's ability to collect. high- 
‘quality intelligence at great distances from 15- 
rael's borders,” he said in a statement. 

"Israel has shown that it relies first and forc- 
Я : : тт ч " um || most on itself for protecting its citizens,” һе 
Avail of our FREE INSTALLATION PACKAGE* for every purchase of Split Type Air Conditioner, said. к 

* 10 Feet Copper Tube and Insulation * Drain Hase * Labor Cost for Back-to-Back Installation., < Israeli Acting Prime Minister Ehud 
* ve LÀ А $ Matris and Шм exes of the 20 fn indo shalt be charge to the costomer based on standard charging. 7 1 ^. Olmert said this week that Iran represented. 
V үйө oni tides the toii est crt мадым, power conection Фердо mam see, an bor wert seh as glass c, a ptg and tice chipping, ап existential threat to the survival of the 
anuos] Jewish state. AFP. 
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The pad on the nozzle rubs - Self-cleaning function mantains its original 
the dust from the filter mesh. airflow volume as when it was brand new. 


Pad: 
Fha brush rubs dust trom ho йө. 
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By Jasmine Payo 


NBA LEGEND AND NOTORIOUS BAD 
boy Dennis Rodman apparently has a 
soft spot in his heart. 

‘As the tight security brushed off fans 
as he walked out of the well-timed, al- 
most scripted press conference, Rod- 
man went out of his way to have his 
picture taken with a boy on a 
‘wheelchair 

"The child turned out to be the eldest 
son of former Purefoods’ star point 
guard Dindo Pumaren, who attended 
the media briefing with his two sons to 

get a glimpse of the seven-time re- 
bounding champion. 

“He looked scary but we're happy to 
have our picture taken with him,” said 
Pumaren 

Just minutes earlier, though, Rod- 
man looked typically smug as he pro- 
moted the "Bad Boy Tour,” a two-game 
exhibition featuring several NBA leg- 
ends and American collegiate stand- 
‘outs in а press conference yesterday at 
‘Cinema 4 in Gateway Май. 

‘Age may have slowed Rodman 
down on court, but his trademark 
swagger remains intact. 

“This (Bad Boy Tour) does not mat- 
ter” said the notorious 6-foot:8 Rod- 
man, who has won two championships 
with the Detroit Pistons and three titles 
with the Chicago Bulls. “We have a 
game to play and we want to entertain 
the fans here. If not, we're gonna be 


RODMAN: the original "Bad Boy” is back. 


bad boys.” 

"The visiting NBA legends and their 
backups wil bate the San Miguel All- 
Stars today in Mandaue Ску, Cebu. The 
intimidating crew will also face the 
Philippine team, coached by Chot 
Reyes, on Monday at the Araneta Coli 
seum. 

NBA legends Alex English, Calvin 
Murphy, Darryl Dawkins, Otis Birdsong 
and playing coach Sidney Moncrief will 
lead the US squad. Varsity cagers Ka- 
reem Reid, Chad Wilkerson, Myron 
‘Allen, Olu Famutini, Colin Boddicker 
and Jason Klotz complete the roster. 

“T can't dunk as often as used to, but 
1 promise to give you one, 
Dawkins, who suited up for the 
Philadelphia 76ers and New Jersey 
Кез. 


Dawkins, famous for his backboard 
shattering dunks, was also the first 


player to go straight from high school to 
the NBA. 

“1 cant expect something from me, 
maybe what I can promise to you is my 
good-looking jumpshot,” said English, 
who was inducted in the Hall of Fame 
in 197. 

English, whose No. 2 jersey was re- 
tired by the Denver Nuggets, led the 
league in scoring in the "80s by averag- 
ing 21.5 points. 

Murphy, the oldest at 57 and the 
smallest at 5-foot:9, also promised а 


ashy show. 

“We will play with а lot of pr 
said Murphy, а 1993 Най оѓ Fam 
awardee. "We will give the fans а good 
show" 


87-75 


] 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 p.m.—Sta. Lucia Realty vs Coca-Cola 
7235 pn — Alaska vs Talk 'N Text 


By June Navarro 


JIMWELL TORION NEVER THOUGHT HE 
"would one day play against his favorite team. 

And as much as Red Bull missed him, it made 
Sure he wouldn't enjoy the moment. 

The Bulls leaned on a big third-quarter run to 

last Sta. Lucia's Torion-reinforced Realtors, 115- 
104, yesterday in the Gran Matador-PBA Philip- 
pine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Starring Mick Pennisi, Junthy Valenzuela and 
торек Robinson, the Bulls picked up a second 
straight win and fifth overall їп 11 games. 

"We had two good wins so far but Tm not total- 
ly convinced that were already out of a slump,” 
said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao, referring to the 
Bulls four-game slide prior to their back-to-back 
victories. 

"Torion, riding on the emotion of the moment, 
fueled a rally along with Мебел: Omolon and 
Dennis Espino that trimmed a 20-point deficit to 


before the final period. 


"The Realtors made it even doser at 95-88 but 
the attack fizzled out when Espino took his sixth 


Raging Bulls - 
rip Realtors - 


personal fool off Pennisi. 

"Torion finished with 12 points on top of four re- 
bounds, three assists and a steal in 28 minutes in 
his first game against his old team. 

"Seeing Jimwell play for the other team makes 
me miss him,” said Guiao. "Were happy for him 
but we don't want him to play good against us.” 

Waived by the Bulls at the start of the confer- 
‘ence, orion had a brief int in his native Cebu be- 
fore he was signed up by the Realtors 

In the second game, James Yap had a career- 
high 37 points and nine rebounds while Marc Pin- 
gris added 17 and a career-high 17 rebounds as 
Purefoods bucked a slow start to carve out a 90-82 
victory over an undermanned Ginebra squad. 

The Kings, already without Andy Seigle and 
Rodney Santos, played minus Romel Adducul, 
whois scheduled to undergo surgery Tuesday next 
week to remove bone spurs from his right anke 

The scares: 

Fist Game 

RED BULL 115—ilanueve 29, Panis 23, Valenzuela 15, 
Fonar 12, Baguio 10, Yañez 9, Robinson 9, Buga б, Njorda 
2, Avarez0, Hrabak O, Tugade 0 

STA LUCIA 104—Omolon 30, Espino 13, Toon 12, Сайтад 
ч, Cabagnot 8, Aquino B, Тота 7, Оет 7, Goals, 
Саяз даро 0, Mendoza 0 

Quarters 26:23, 48-48, 87-75, 115-104 


Larios arrives, set to appear on ABS-CBN today 


Salven L. Lagumbay 


FORMER WORLD CHAMPION OSCAR. 
"Chololo" Larios of Mexico arrived yesier- 
дау to take part in the promotional blitz for 
his much-anticipated July 2 showdown 
with Filipino superstar Manny Pacquiao. 
Larios, who was with his manager, ar- 
rived on an EVA Air flight from Taipei which 


landed at the Ninoy Aquino Intemational 
Airport before noon yesterday. 
“Tve waited long for this opportunity to 
^ fg Pacquiao. I respect Pacquiao as one of 
the greatest fighters of our time,” said Lar- 
ios in Spanish, which was translated by for- 
mer tennis starturned-sportscaster Dyan 
Castillejo for airport reporters 
"The 29-year-old Guadalajara native will 


oon 


For more info please contact Mazda Credit: 


be staying in the country for three days be- 
fore retuming to Guadalajara this weekend 
to start training. 

Larios, the WBC super bantam king, is 
secto appear as guest in a number of ABS- 
CEN programs today, induding MUR RA- 
DIO, Wowowee and others, before taking 
part in a special press conference tomorrow 
at the ABS-CBN headquarters. 


The Pacquiao-Larios clash is set for 12 
rounds with the Flipinos WBC Internation- 
al super featherweight tide at stake at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. It will be aired livein the 
US according to Rafael Mendoza, Larios 
promoter and advisor 

“TI пу my best to beat Pacquiao. This is 
the biggest opportunity in my life," said Lar- 
ios. With areport from Nikko Dizon 


JSYUSON, 


Drive home your new Mazda3 for a low downpayment of only #8 
„and still avail of low monthly payments! 


? 18,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.61 5 4door or 
? 19,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.61 V 


for an additional fee of only P3,000 а month, get MAZDA SOLUTIONS for 48 months, inclusive of 


* Comprehensive Vehicle Insurance 
+ Emergency Roadside Assistance 


* Extended Warranty 


© Scheduled Service Plan 
Promo financing available through Mazda Credit only, Subject to ct 


Promo qood up to April 2”, 2006 as 


. Mania бгеепы 202 EDSA cor. Rochester Street, Greens East, Mandaluyong Cty, Tel na. 72223 
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SPORTS 


Austria sees no easy tiffs 
for Painters in Unity Cup 


COACH LEO AUSTRIA BELIEVES THERE АЙЕ 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2006 


SPORTSWATCH 


Fort Bonifacio hosts Manic Sunday 

"MANIC SUNDAY, A DUATHLON AND FUN RUN EVENT, FIRES OFF ON APRIL 30, 
‘Sunday at Fort Bonifacio in Taguig. The event, organized by Action & Fitness maga- 
zine and co-presented by Avia, will feature a 10k Fun Run and the Sk run-18k cycle- 
Зк run duathlon. Overall, age group and corporate relay team medals and prizes are 
at stake. Registration Is ongoing and ends at 5 p.m. on April 29. Fee is P150 for the 
40k fun run, P50 for the duathlon, and P700 for the corporate relay category. 
Those who wil register on rae day wil have to pay an addtional P100. For in- 


СЕСЕ А айз, сай 374-6772 (Inja Fajatin) ог email at inja@speed-mag.com. Download the 


still no easy games ahead for Rain or Shine їп 
the PBL Unity Cup even after toppling league- 
leader Montaña Pawnshop. 

Тон can't take it easy against any team in the 
league right now. Every team is 
strong,” said Austria as Rain or Shine 
tackles the struggling Hapee-PCU to- 
day at the Olivarez Sports Center in 
Parafiaque. 

While Rain or Shine shoots for its 
third straight win at 4 p.m. Toyota 
Otis will also vie to keep possession of 
first place in its 2 p.m. match versus 
Harbour Centre, 

“Hapee is coming offa defeat so Tm 
sure coach Junel (Васшї) will find ways to moti- 
vate his players to beat us," said Austria. $ 

Rain or Shine is coming off a huge 94-86 over- 
time win versus Montaña last Tuesday Erwin Sta. 
Maria provided the unexpected boost as he came 


GAMES TODAY 
(Olivarez College 
Sports Center) 
2.m.—loyota Otis 
vs Harbour Centre 
4 p.m.—Hapee-PCU 
vs Rain or Shine. 


The former Mapua standout shared scoring 
chores with Marvin Ortiguerra and Jojo Tangkay 
as the Elasto Painters rallied in the extra period. 
‘Toyota Otis also staged its own comeback win 
to repulse TeleTech, 82-80, last Sun- 
day Point guard Boyet Bautista played 
the heros role for the second straight 
game as he spearheaded the Sparks? 
recovery from a 23-point deficit. 
Вай or Shine crushed Hape e-PCU, 
6648, while Toyota Otis had a 
tougher time in disposing Harbour 
Centre, 76-74, in their first-round en- 
counters. 
‘Although Jason Castro averages а 
league leading 17.1 points per game for Hapee- 
PCU, team star Gabby Espinas is coming off his 
worst offensive performance this conference. 
Espinas scored just three points on a 1-068 
shooting from the field in the Teethmasters’ 54-66 


for Rain 


off the bench to score a game-high 22 poinsona setback to Granny Goose. 
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у Goverment ambage 
SOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
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Tal ho ад 2 r3 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Drugs and Medicines 
Я 
Amonicilin, Clotrimazole, Cefalexin tal 
Tene! esenpsono 5000$) 
The Cty Goverment of Zamboanga. though he General Fund 2008 end oa е 
Тео дЕн мк Он ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE MUNORED 
Frere pesos PISTES am ONLY bara ba Арон set a rt 
Ез under Ке conta ler Brug эла Medicines (PR No. 10-06-0407 
ALDOL tai бв reccod i excess ibe ABC satbeeutcmaheay rpc 
ороло; 
The Cty Go now invites Bids Irom eti Bidar or 
morle, Comi. t Delvery ы те GOODS E тата or Ten 
раа des The deserve ol an gle бег солей п Sacson ol De 
бозо Ossian 18. 
‘ising wi be conducid hough open compelivetddng procedures using nos- 
аара ciens въэбеейев ба ingesta ues ar Regulatora Part 
AERA of Repo Act 9104 [RA 02) charvie known as e “Government 
AEn Reform Aci andi тезиса io rain curenctele ropa. 
‘igen wi a easy pacem O0] marasi or oasandg capta е tono 
олы d e мире, an o Gizena or organizators 0 a cou the nw OF 


егеда Воз may obtain rhe itemeton For Chy GevemmantofZanboange- 
Procurement Acqislion t Award Division and тарас те Belong Document ae 
эрт or bet ton Bd am t $09 рт Monday t Frey staring Apr 27 1 
Hay 15,2006 

А compet sot af Bidding Documents may be purchased by inieresiuc Bars trom he 
потрон an upon boson oa тотори fain he amaun c IO 89 The 
‘tno ol paymant wil be Cash payable t» the СТУ Treasurers Offee The Bing 
бопе shat pe rece percha Oy e prospecive де or us aumorized 


JasmineW.Payo or Shine. € 


Bulldogs gore Tams 


INAREVERSAL OF ROLES, PEREN- 
nial collegiate league tailender Na- 
tional University blasted reigning 
ЧААР champion Far Eastern Univer- 
sity, 80-60, in the first Fr Martin's 
(Cup Nike Summer League yesterday 
at the Emilio Aguinaldo College Gym 


to gain experience needed for 
tough rivals and that strategy 
‘worked for us," Dandan said. 

Edwin Asoro led NU with 14 
points while Mark Berry chipped in 
11 points. 

Guard Jonathan Janke helped 
ice the win in the final period, sink- 
ing back-to-back baskets that gave 
NU 64-42 spread. 

NUS defense, meanwhile, limit- 
ей FEU to mere lucky breaks and 
trips to the stripe in the game. 

In juniors division matches, FEU- 
А took St. Mary's О.С to school, 
108-26, 1а Salle Greenhills 
thrashed UPIS, 79-50, and San Be- 
да College shocked Adamson U-A 
68-61 

In Women's Division, NU spoiled 
EACs homecourt advantage for a 
7758win. — LlanescaT Panti 


Shootout cast complete 


er looking back from then as they 
took a 59-42 cushion going into the 
final canto. 

So efficient were the wards of 
coach Manny Dandan that 15 play- 
ers managed to score for the Bull- 
dogs in a game that was a big 
turnaround from an 86-67 defeat at 
the hands of Ateneo last Saturday. 

"Since most of my players are 
rookies, I want to give them equal 
minutes with the veterans for them 


registration form at www speed-mag.com. 


Victorino rules drag race kickoff 

ROSARIO, BATANGAS—GEORGE VICTORINO EMERGED THE FIRST CHAMPION 
of the Ginebra San Miguel Underbone Invitational Drag Race Sunday at the Drag 
tip ofthe Batangas Racing Cirouit here. Victorino stepped on the gas at the green 
signal and puled away midway to ward ff runner-up Jay-Ar Flores in the Open 
Class 2-Valve finals. Sharing the fimelight with Victorino were Nomer Andallo and 
Bimboi Carandang. Andalo topped the Open Class 4-Vave where he tumed back 
Christan Cunanan for the crown. Arandang, on the other hand, bested Anthony 
Rufino in the Open Cas 110-114 division. Contact Kiton Motors Office c/o BRC 
Operations Manager Rodini Rivera or Nelson Gayola at 817-2241, 729-5385 or fax 
815-1241 for detalis 


Touring Car, Slipstream TV launching 

RACE FANS INC. WILL LAUNCH THE SLIPSTREAM TV PARTY TOUR AND 
the Philippine Touring Car Championship (PTGC) Media Launch 2006 to- 
morrow at 7:30 p.m. at the бету Grill and the Promenade Parking Area in 
Greenhills. Race Fans Inc. president Richard Santos gathered the biggest 
names in the motorsports racing arena in one grand night of celebration and 
camaraderie highlighted by the presentation of competing drivers and 
launching of PTCC' new branding and logo. Automobile Association of the 
Philippines president Mandy Eduque, San Miguel Corporation's Boy Ochoa, 
Batangas Racing Circuit's Johnny Tan and SIR president Pocholo Ramirez 
willbe the guests of honor in the event. 


Hold’em registry closes Saturday 

POKER PLAYERS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MAIN EVENT OF THE MIL- 
ion-Peso Hokfem Philippine championship have unti 1:30 p.m. on Saturday to 
register The P1.6 milion toumament starsat 2 pm. on the same day at the Airport 
Casino пиро Parañaque, according to the organizing Philippine Poker Tour (PPT). 
Registration for the main event may also be done online thru the Internet by visting 
www.PhilippinePokerTour.com. For details, call Cindy at 817-9092 or 812-0153. 


Malarayat's Liberica tees off today 
LIPACITY—A BANNER FIELD OF 240 PLAYERS MADE UP OF MEMBERS AND 
quests of Mt Malarayat sees action in the eighth Liberica бо! championships which 
starts today using all three nines of the sprawling complex. Half of the field tees off 
shotgun style starting at 9 a.m. with the other half playing its first 18 tomorrow at 
the same time before the championship round Saturday at 6:30 a.m. and 12:30 

pm. Architect Antonio Turalba will host cocktails for the field everyday and the 
"awards dinner on Saturday where a lot of fun and surprises await participants. Ricky 
Velasco, the Матуа! chair, put the tourarent together with Abe Avena to act as 
event reco The toumament wil use the бает method of scoring wih four 
{sion champions to be named. 


Super Big Event April 29 

BIG TIME COCKFIGHTING HAPPENS ON SATURDAY AT THE SAN JUAN COLISE- 
‘um with the staging of the Super Big Event 7-cock derby. Major backer is Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. The top cockers of Davao, Cebu, Negros Occidental, ойо, Centra 
Luzon and Northem Luzon are competing in the event backed by Sagupaan Com- 
lexor 3000, according to sabong idol Patrick Antonio. Set to field their multiwin- 
Pers are бон Chavit Singson, Bebot Uy and Dori Du of Davao, Wakee Salud of Ce- 
bu Ве de Guzman, Nene Abeto of Negros, Elmer and Dodong Coda о Ormoc, 
Bebot Roxas of Талас, Pol Estrellado, Rudy Albano, Gov. Ito Ynares, Ric de Guz- 
man, ngco Broheis Jt Femando, Tony Lasala, Jun Topacio, Gerry Ramos, Loule 
Cua Boy de Roca and Bicky tim: 


po 
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йош CIN Hat ZG Bos mato opened 1 he presenza c Debra representatives 
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ARSENIC LAUREL, KING REYNO, 
Dennis Valdes and Jay Laurel com- 
bined fora net score of 61 to rule the 
Manila Golf Club eliminations for 
the Ford National Team Shootout re- 
cently 

‘Over at Forest Hills in hilly Cogeo, 
Rizal, the foursome of Paul Yap, An- 
thony Lee, Sonny Santiago and 
Jerome Ngo led the qualifers with a 
net score of 60. 

Ard at Valey Golf Cub, Raymond. 
‘Tansengeo, Dennis Huang, Ed Goli 
and Francis Rodrigo emerged the 
best out of 18 teams with a net score 
of59. 

The top teams from the three 


clubs and the net four teams behind 
them advance to the Satelite finals 
of Luzon East at Wack Wack Соар 
(County Club on May 13. 

The other qualifiers from Manila. 
Golf were David, Jason, Vincent and 
Jonathan Lim (net 62), Dodo Cu- 
Unjeng, John Sallee, Loe Lubus and 
Jorge Neri (62), Jojo and Ina Guing- 
опа, Tony Olbes and Neil Tovey (62) 
and Anthony Filamor, Andrew Tio- 
со, Noji Alindogan and Marin 
Zamora (65). 

Among those advancing from 
Forest Hills were Horacio Morales, 
Allan Yap, Gary Uy and Jong Laput 
(61) and Tonton San Diego. 


ig field seen in Roligon 5-cocker 

ROLIGON'S MEGA COCKPIT'S TUKAAN 5-COCK DERBY, A BLOCKBUSTER OFFE- 
ring of promoter Roly Ligon, starts on Saturday with more than 150 breeders tak- 
ing part. Due to the big number of opening day participants, the elimination round 
(cock ий stata 10 am. Submission of weights (819-24 ko) В set tomorow 
from 9am.to 9 p.m For details, сай 851-2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812 Ting 
Jona). Meanwhile, Roligon's Fastest Win 1-Cock Ulutan Hackdighti scheduled to, 
‘morrow at 8 am. К 


LGBA Bakbakan at Big Dome today 

SOME 80 ENCOUNTERS ARE LINED-UP TODAY AT ARANETA COLISEUM IN CON- 
‘ection with the LGBA Bakbakan 4-bulsta derby beginning at 3 p.m. Rene "Boy" 
Diaz, president of the Luzon Gamecock Breeders Association (ВА) said the event 
Бап sirninaton round ofthe NFGB Bekbakan &-bulstag derby. А participant in the 
‘event sponsored by Gran Matador and B-Meg Derby Ace, must score at least three 
pois о quay for the &-ulstag. For details, contact 926-7808, 924-5072 or 
0920-5851940 (Taz Lunasco). 


(Sa) ATTY. SAMUEL A. MARIANO 
i AC Ves Chun 
о-да ay 6208) 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Labor and Employment 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC) invites all interested bidders lo 
apply for eligibility and to submit bid proposal for SECURITY and JANITORIAL SERVICES. 
The approved budget in the amounts of P1,923,874.50 for Security Services and 
879,972.00 for Janitorial Services are sourced from the 2006 GAA. The winning bidders 
shall serve for the period July 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006. 

Interested parties must register by submitting registration requirements to the Bids 
and Awards Committee Secretariat, 6th Floor, Room No. 602, PPSTA Building No. 4, 
Banawe St, Quezon City, starting April 27, 2006 until May 10, 2006. Only bidders duly 
registered with the NLRC shall be allowed to participate in the competitive bidding 
activities, towit: 


ACTIVITY 
Pre-Bid Conference 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 


Alabang 
chessfest 
May 6 


7 онеге for Sale on а per site and on an “as-is, wheres” basis, are 19 residential lots with site тез. 1-18 
{aertybetongng to the Peninsula Development Bank (PENGANK) and ite no. 19 formerly belonging to interland 
‘Chemicals, ne (I), эз follows: 

A. PENINSULA DEVELOPMENT BANK 
Barangay Mapagong, Pagbilao, Quezon THE 2ND CHAR- 
man's Cup Invitational 

Chess Team Champi- 

onship begins on May 

6, at the 4th Level Ac- 

tivity Center Festival 

Supermall, Alabang, in 

Muntinlupa City. 

Among the early en- 
tries are the teams of 

Tagaytay City Mayor 

Abraham “Bambol” To- 

lentino Jr, Tarlac City, 

GMA-Cavite, 

Barangays Bayanan 

and Sucat of the City of 

Muntinlupa, Almanza 

Chess Club and South- 

em Chess Association. 

"This is a special pro- 
ject of Barangay Ala- 
bang, under chair Vic- 
tor L. Ulanday and the 

Barangay Council, in 

cooperation with the 

Filinvest Corporate City 

and Festival Supermall. 

A total prize of more 
than P100,000 is at 
stake with the champi- 

on gening P50,000. A 

Young Masters Chess 

Challenge for players 

T4 years and below will 

be held simultaneously 

мій Mark Tafamor 

Viking Ulanday and 

Ma. Ysabelle Semillano 

among the early en- 

tries, For inquiries, call 
engineer Joel Hicap at 

(0917) 8810340 or 

through 842345 or 

(0917) 895-8460. NM 

Marlon Bernardino 


Se TCTNe. шне. мез 


am) 
3.382 


Pieham. © indicative 


“Он Багуна 
TO rose лт: тоо` -| ~Prv6,<00:00 
2 "Ste 1 а residential tot witho net useable area of 3,582 sq.m. This lot Н with informal setters. The TCT 
{stil registered in the nome of Rosita йу, the Certificate of Sole In favor of PMO wos registered with the 
Lucena Cty Register of Deeds on 11 April 2002. 
Barangay Bukal, Pagbllao, Quezon (Peninsula Homes Subdivision) 
тет. ино. res 
вет) 
7390065 E 
290068 p 
7.390067 100 
7-390066 Ў 
390069 102 
F-39008, С a 
1390062 135. 
E 
7.290064 


Расела 
9 


В 
8 


ЕН 
88888888 


DATE 

May 15,2006 
May 16, 2006 
May 29, 2006 
May 30, 2006 


TME 
1:30 pm. 
4:30 p.m. 
1:30 pm. 
1:30 pm. 


VENUE 
6th Floor, NLRC 
Conference Room 


th Floor, NLRC 
Conference Room 


SB: 


Security 
Janitorial 
‘Security 
Janitorial 


‘Submission and 
opening of Eligibility 
Requirements 
‘Submission and 
opening of Bids 


Barangay Bukal, Радово, Quezon (intertown Homes Subdivision) 


Security 
Janitorial. 


June 9, 2006 
June 9, 2006 


9:00 a.m. 
1:30 pm. 


6th Floor, NLRC 


ToT No, Conference Room, 


меа 
gama 
du 
E 
ES 
4150 


Lot Ne. 


qas E 
"7-390092 

ЕД 
T9000 
2729000 
390106 
7.290102 


иил, вк, Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 


discretionary pass/fail criteria IRR-A under R.A. 9184. Only Bids from Bidders who pass 
the eligibility check will be opened. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
‘advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of 
the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be 
‘awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined 
аз such during the post-qualification procedure. 

Eligibility requirements shall be distributed during the Pre-Bid Conference. 

Registered bidders shall submit their eligibility requirements in a sealed envelope to 
the NLRC Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), marked with the title "SECURITY 
SERVICES" OR “JANITORIAL SERVICES". The name of the bidder shall likewise be 
stated in capital letters. 

NLRC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, declare a failure of bidding, refuse to 
award the contract, or accept the offer most advantageous to the government. It also 
assumes no obligation whatsoever to compensate/indemnify bidders for expenses 
incurred in the preparation of bids. Prospective bidders are required lo conform and 
‘observe the provisions of Republic Act 9184 and its implementing rules. 

For inquiry, contact Ашу. Aristeo B. Lastica, Jr., BAC Secretariat Head, Tel. 740-7733) 
740-7734. 


7 Barangay Panaon, Unisan, Quezon 


sive 


чег. 


1" | "рз 
"site 18 lih informal sels 


2 B, INTERLAND CHEMICALS, INC. 
Barangay Balubad, Atimonan, Quezon 


Ske Tere. 
Ne ә, 
Ж! 


“net useable area 


бш. 

кеп 

Offers wit be recetved, opened and tabulated In the presence of offerors on 17 мау 2006, at 3:00 рт, 6th 
Floor, PMO Conference eom, NOM Building, 104 Gamboa St, Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cy 


Interested partes may request for duly authenticated coples of the Offer For Sale Documents for a nominal 
Tee o PS00.00 Irom the PMO Marketing Office, Sth Floor, 104 Сато» St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 


Tor more information, please clt. John OF: Baldemor of the PMO Marketing Department at 817-6331 or (Sgd)ATTY.CARMENE. TALUSAN 
кы. 


Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee 


rota 7,286 29,3000) 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27,2006 
D ‚ 


BRYANT 


TOKYO—GLOBE-TROTTING US BASKETBALL 
coach Joe Bryant insists that his superstar son 
Kobe should be named the NBA Most Valuable 
Player this season, despite an unprecedentedly 
long list of contenders. 
"The senior Bryant, who has led the Tokyo 
Apache to the final playoffs this weekend in. 
the inaugural season of Japan's first-ever pro- 
m 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. ——— 


SPORTS 
: Father knows Kobe's the best choice for MVP award 


"there are great candidates out there." 

He cited last year's winner Steve Nash of the 
Phoenix Suns, Detriot Pistons’ Chancey Billups 
and LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

But he believes Kobe deserves his first MVP 
honor for scoring a stunning 81 points—the sec- 
‘ond most in the NBAS history—in the Los Ange- 
les Lakers’ 122-104 victory over the Toronto 


“As a coach, 1 would say it this way. IF they 
don't give him the MVP they've got to create an- 
other award that’s for the best player of the NBA 
(National Basketball Association). 

“You have to give the tide to Kobe. Ita slap in 
the face if you dont,” said the.Sl-earold 
Bryant. 

‘Only Wilt Chamberlain's 100 points, for 


ENDS A 


tops the 27-year-old Lakers guard who was also 
the leading scorer of the 2005-2006 season, av- 
raging 35.4 points per game. s 
Joe attributed his only son's on-court ех: 
lence, often slammed by critics as selfish and 
detrimental to team work, to “just the will.” * 
"He's like a basketball nerd and he's very seri- 
ous about the game. He comes early and stays 


SLAM DUNK TILT 


KG finds sky 
teeming with 
worthy rivals 


By Francis Ochoa 


THIS TIME, WHEN KG CANALETA ELEVATES 
for one of his trademark, gravity-mocking slam. 
dunks, hes going о find the air up there choking 
with competition, 

This is no longer the same field he picked 
apart in Laoag, when he made his name syn- 
‘onymous to the contest by doing the unthink- 
able—taking off from the free throw line for a 
Jordanesque dunk that relegated surprise fi 
пайз Enrico Villanueva of Red Bull into 
something less than a footnote. 

"This edition of the All-Star slam dunk will 
have a field featuring two other former champi- 
опв апд a former runner-up who made waves re- 
cently by reducing ће 6-foot-9 Marlou Aquino 
into poster props. 

San Miguel's Brandon Cablay the shifty 2003 
champion, Red Bulls Cyrus Baguio, the quicksil 
ver Santo Tomas product who won the tile in 
2004, and Coca-Cola's John Апо, the sweet- 
shooting aerial artist whose baseline jam over 
‘Aquino decorated sports pages days after he 
pulled off the feat, will challenge Canaleta for 
the crown. 

‘Arigo was the 2002 runner-up who lost a 
lose match to ex-San Miguel guard Joey Mente. 

“Теза special field,” Canaleta admitted in Fil- 
jpino. Special in that anybody can win, added 
the lanky Air21 leaper. 

"Anybody can go ahead and пу to take the 
crown from me,” said the former UE Warrior. 

There's a catch, though, one Canaleta deliv- 
егей with a hint of laughter: "None of them can 
expect me to just give it up.” 


"The eliminations and final of the dunk contest 


is set on April 28 at the Xavier University gym, a 
fitting appetizer to the All-Star game the follow- 
ing day, 


Creative 

"The 6-foot-4 forward has been trying out dif- 
ferent routines in practice, hoping to come up 
‘with one that will catch the fancy of the fans in 
Cagayan de Oro City. He gave off a few clues as 
to what he will do. А litle tomahawk here. А 
windmill there. Maybe even a repeat of last 
year's 15-foot winner. 

None of the routines is etched in stone. 

"When get there, in the court, surrounded by 
fans, thats when I'l get creative,” said Canaleta. 
"Thats when ГЇ make up my mind." 

‘As for his opponents in the event held in coop- 
eration with Xtreme Magic Sing and Welcoot 
Paints, Canaleta said they excite him and make 
him nervous. 

"These are past champions of the contest. 
‘There's a lot of pressure on me to deliver and 
thats why Tm a little bit nervous.” 

‘And just where is the excitement coming 
from? 

"Imagine if I beat them.” 

Indeed, a victory would cement Canaleta's 
stature as the best player in the ай. If he wins, he 
will become the first player to win the crown 
back-to-back since Vergel Meneses pulled off the 
trick in 1992 and 1993. But even Meneses didn’t 
have to beat such a tough field. For the first time 
in the history of the All-Stars, three champions 
will be battling it out for the crown. 

Small wonder that the pony-tailed swingman 
is urging his opponents to give И their best. 

“Let's give the fans something шеу! remem- 
‘ber fora long time,” he said as а message to Ca- 
blay, Baguio and Arigo. 

‘And maybe, too, they give Canaleta an even 
brighter foomote to flaunt this time around. 


Beach soccer kicks off 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO THE COUNTRY S ULTIMATE 
Summer getaway as the Sen Miguel Summer beach 
Soccer tournament kicks off Api 29 at Summer- 
place in Boracay island. Dubbed as Summerpiace's 
Luna Nueva 2006, the beach soccer tournaments а 
Wwhole-day event set from 9 ат, to 5 p.m. interest- 
ed participants have unt Friday night to register. 
Registration is at Summerplace, near Station 2. 
Look for Kit Acenas or Wendell Simbulan. The 
champlon wil receive special prizes from SMB. The 
eventis presented by SMB Summer Babad and 
Supported by K-Lite 103.5 and Wave 9.1, the offi- 
cial radio stations, Casa Pilar Resort, Digiprint and 
organized by X-10 Events пс. 


Sarvida paces duckpin tilt 
LITTLE-KNOWN JUNILO SARVIDA OF POWER- 
house Novaliches Bowling Association rolled 424 
pinfalis to grab the early lead in men's singles of 
the 31st Grand National and 12th National Youth 
dluckpin bowling championships at the Market- 
place in Madaluyong City. Sarvida pulled away 
{rom second-running Jimmy Garcera о! Cainta 
Bowing Association, who carded 399. Geena 
Gregorio of NSBA showed the way In ladies sin- 
‘les, rolling 391 pintas to pace Nora Certeza of 
fingono Aizal Bowling Association by 10 pins. 
NSBA White Lily I moved ahead in the man's and 
ladies team competition. 


fessional basketball league, admits that 


Raptors in January 


Philadelphia against New York in 1962, now 


Jate. Alot of players resent that," hesaid. AFP 


Spurs make it 2-0 


Wizards, Nets score equalizers 


SAN ANTONIO—BRENT BARRY 
made a 3-pointer that hit the rim 
twice, went high and fell through 
with four seconds left in regula- 
tion, then Manu Ginobili carried 
San Antonio to a 128-119 victory 
over Sacramento on Tuesday in 


Game 2 of their first-round series. 

Ginobili led the Spurs with 32 points. He also had 
nine assists. Tony Parker was far from the speedy domi- 
nator he was in the opener, but still produced 22 points 
and 10 assists. 

Вапу scored 22 and shot 8-012, including 407 
оп 3-pointers. Tim Duncan, playing on his 30th birth- 
day, had 14 points and 13 rebounds. 

Bonzi Wells made nine of 10 shots in the first half, 
putting in his only miss, and finished with 28 points 
and 12 rebounds. He fouled out with 17 seconds left in 
the fourth quarter 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim was 12-019 for 27 points 
with nine rebounds. Kevin Martin, starting for the sus- 
pended Ron Artest, scored a career-high 26. 

Game 3 is Friday night in Sacramento. 


In Cleveland, Gilbert Arenas scored 30 pointé, 
‘Antawn Jamison added 21 and Washington bottled up 
LeBron James to even the Eastern Conference series 
with the Cavaliers at one game apiece following an 89- 
84 triumph. 

Caron Butler added 21 points and was Washington’ 
primary defender on James, who recorded a triple! 
double in his playoff debut. 1 

The series shifts to the Verizon Center for Game 3 i 
the best-of-seven series on Friday. 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, Vince Carter їе! 
bounded from a dismal shooting performance to scoré 
33 points and lead the Nets over foul-plagued and un! 
dermanned Indiana, 90-75, evening their first-round 
series ata game each, s 

Game 3 isat Indiana on Thursday. 


Coach of the Year 

In Dallas, Avery Johnson was honored as the NBAS 
coach of the year Tuesday after leading the Dallas Mav: 
eric to a 60-win season in his first full season as 
coach. 

‘That matched the team record for victores, first ser 
three years ago when he played forthe team. 

МВА on SOLAR SPORTS Meri vs Dalas (Вал, fv; 8pm ré 


JAM ВАШ. FAN FESTIVAL! ALL-STAR GA 


Capitol Provincial Grounds, 
Cagayan De Oro City 


April 25 - 29, 2006 


Xavier Universit 


ym; 


Cagayan De Oro City 


April 28 509,20 


ue April 28 (Fri), 7 pm 
April 30 (Sun), 7 pm 


Government Warning: 


| Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


GTK asks for head of PSC's Ramirez 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


GO TENG KOK 15 ON THE 
warpath once again, 

"The controversial president of 
the Philippine Amateur Track 
and Field Association, who has 
tangled with many sports off- 
dels, induding two former 


RAMIREZ Philippine Olympic Committee 


Adamson spikers 
repulse Lyceum 


spikes, while So and Dave chipped 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


presidents in the past, is now at 
odds with Philippine Sports 
Commission Фат Butch 
Ramirez over the release of funds 
for staging this years National 
Open athletics championship. 
"He (Ramirez) promised to 
help us and then his underling 
told us that our request (for fund- 
ing) was turned down,” said Go 


in 11 and 9 points, respectively. 


CHERRY MACATANGAY STAMPED 
her dass as Adamson University 
subdued Lyceum, 25-20, 26-24, 24- 
26, 25-15, yesterday to take the so- 
fo leadership in the Shakey's V- 
League at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

Macatangay, one of the few re- 
maining veterans in the league 
and a member of the national 
team, was unstoppable from be- 
yond the net, drilling in 27 
points, 24 of them on spikes to 
anchor the Lady Falcons’ second 
straight victory in the meet. 

Rissa Jane Laguilles, Jaqueline So 
and team captain Kristine Ann Dave 
also provided ample help for the 6- 
foot Macatangay, who is reinforcing 
heralma mater along with fellow RP 
team member Rubie de Leon. 

Laguilles, 19, shared the attack- 
ing chores with Macatangay by 
banging in 12 of her 13 points on 


Mayol eyes 


UNDEFEATED RODEL MAYOL IS 
not ruling out a knockout win when 
he seeks the World Boxing Council 
minimumweight title of Japanese 
Eagle Kyowa in their May 6 cham- 
pionship bout in Tokyo, Japan. 

Mayol (22 wins, 17 KOs), who un- 
derwent а WBC-mandated medical 
Testata local hospital in Tokyo yester- 
day told the мола that somebody 
is defintely going to kiss the canvas 
when he attempts to become the only 
Filipino to hold a world crown. 

For all his popularity, superstar 
Manny Pacquiao only holds a re- 
gional title, while the Hawaii- 


ka, Mayol's manager. 


medical test earlier. 


urine and blood tests. 


Lagumbay 


Mobile remains clean 


MOBILE KEPT ITS UNBEATEN 
record tolead the way in Group Bof. 
the Ist Estong Ballesteros Inter- 
‘company basketball tournament. 
Propped up by its back-to-back 
wins over GNC (71-69) and league 
presentor Prime Peak Properties Ltd 
(75-64), Mobile now has a 3-0 
slate, just a notch ahead of Robi 


So also accounted for two 
blocks while De Leon had one to 
fortify Adamson's defense which 
managed to fend off the balanced 
scoring of the Lady Pirates. 

Lyceum skipper Sherrilyn Car- 
rilo led her team with 12 points 
and nine other teammates con- 
tributed in the scoring but they 
weren't enough to prevent their 
first loss after their opening-game 
win over Far Eastern University. 

Dahlia Cruz, Beverly Boto, Ma. 
Concepcion Legaspi and Kath- 
leen Jarin joined the scoring with 
nine, eight, seven and five points, 
respectively, for Lyceum. 

Carrillo made nine attack points 
and three blocks to fuel her team. 
which managed to hack out a set 
victory in the third but lost too 
much energy in the process and 
quickly folded up in the next set. 


KO victory 


based Brian Viloria, who owns 
the WBC junior flyweight crown 
and is а 100 percent Filipino by 
blood, is an American citizen. 
Mayol, the No. 1 Filipino con- 
tender in ће 105-Ib division, was 
accompanied to the medical test- 
ing yesterday by trainer Brix Flo- 
res, and a staff of Yasuo Matsuo- 


yesterday “If he can't do his job, 
he should resign for delicadeza.” 
But the PSC board led by com- 
missioner Richie Garcia ignored 
Go's demand and threw its sup- 
port behind Ramirez, who in- 
voked the current no-liquidation, 
no-fund campaign by the agency 
in its bid to require national 
sports associations to settle previ- 


RUBILEN АМІТ: Her best isn't enough this time. 


ош fund releases. 

‘The Patafa still has an unliq- 
uidated advance of P900,000 
which it failed to settle as Go 
had promised yesterday. The 
Patafa budget for the RP Open 
isPLAmillion. 

“Just because the request 
was not granted they would 
call for the chairman's resigna- 


By Musong Castillo 


PHILIPPINE ACE RUBILEN AMIT 
found a second Japanese too hot 
to handle last night, bowing to 
Chihiro Kawahara, 9-4, in the 
second round to fall into the 
losers' bracket of the rich Enerva 


Ladies’ 9-Ball Open. 


‘Two hours after ripping former 
allJapan champ Kyouko Sone, 9-3, 
‘Amit ran into a brick wall in Kawa- 
hara and, never getting the breaks 
the entire match, bowed out at the 
end of the tense defensive battle. 


The Filipina now 


of elimination with another 
loss in the $30,000 event participat- 


ed in by nine countries. 


Iris Rafila, the only other RP bet 
in the 32-entry main draw, blew a 4- 
0 lead and lost to Taiwanese Pei- 
Chun Lin, 7-9. Relegated to the 
losers’ bracket, Iris has to beat 
Suhana Dewi of Malaysia, a 9-8 los- 
er to Shu-Pin Kao of Taiwan, to stay 


alive. 


^1 have no excuses,” the gracious 
rocerwascaio Amit, 24th in the World Pool Cham- 


N. Cotabato cagers win 


Kyowa (15-1, 6 KOs) took the 


‘According to Mayol, he took a 
CT Scan test, X-ray, as well as 


Cars, which beat Ginebra in over- 
time, 89-82, for its 2-0 card. 
"Transcend Cargo Express car- 
ries a 2-1 slate after its 100-98 
double overtime win over Gine- 
bra, which dropped to 2-2, fol- 
lowed by Magallanes Publishing 
House (1-1), GNC (1-3) and 
Prime Peak Properties (0-4). 


KIDAPAWAN, NORTH COTABATO-AIDED BY 
a momentary break caused by hard rain out- 
side the packed provincial capitol gym here, 
Gov. Manny Piñol's North Cotabato Braves re- 
covered their form to roll back the visiting 
Batang Tagaytay cagers, 83-64, Tuesday night 
in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC national 
basketball championship. 

The Tagaytay squad of NBC vice president 
and Mayor Bambol Tolentino was enjoying a 
double-digit lead when leaks rendered the floor 
slippery forcing officials to halt the match. 

When the game resumed, the Braves furi- 
ously fought back behind their gunners, led 
by Marvin Martinez and Edu Allado, to grab 
thelead at the turn, 37-31. 

The Braves never looked back after that. 

Playmaker Nino Martinez, who sparked 
‘Tagaytay past Valencia Golden Harvest at the 
start of its southern swing the other day, still 


Salven 


topscored with 18, but he had difficulty pro- 
ducing throughout the match. 

The Braves raised their record to 5:3 in the 
southern division of the tourney sponsored by 
Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures Spring Min- 
eral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, 
Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

‘Action resumes today with Taguig facing 
Bacchus/Harbour Centre-Manila at 5 p.m. at 
the EAC gym in Manila and defending cham- 
pion Ozamiz Cotta meeting Valencia at 6 p.m. 
at Valencia's gym. 

The scores: 

н. COTABATO 83—Martinez 16, Allado 13, Tamayo 11, 
Regalado 9, Cabanog 8, Reyes 6, Ligue 5, Binas 4, Coldura 
4, dawod 3, Dagatan 2, Fortun 0, Del Norte 0. 

TAGAYTAY 64— Marquer 18, Robilos 13, Genldo 9, 
Maliari 7, Finllar 6, Mendoza 5, Reyes 5, Gulyab 2, Pele- 
жаб. Jorge 

Quarters: 12-15, 37-31, 58-47, 83-64 


SURPRISINGLY, THE LOS ANGELES LAKERS SHOULD 
have won Gafne 1. 

‘Unexpectedly, Kobe Bryant did not shoot that much in. 
that game, accounting for the Los Angeles’ 107-102 loss 
to the Phoenix Suns in the series’ opener the Lakers 
could have stolen. 

Tt was all the fault of Bryant? 

What about Phil Jackson, the Lakers’ coach? 

But first, before we discuss Bryant and Jackson, some 
new twists їп the most talked-about match-up in the 
post-season NBA. 

‘Phoenix's small winning margin in Game 1 has stirred 
hopes the Lakers might yet pull it out ofthe fire. Perhaps, 
by the time you are reading this, Game 2 could be over. 

Before the scheduled Game 2 today, the Lakers, most 
notably Bryant and Jackson, could be nursing wounded 
pride amid their brothers’ awesome showing thus far. 
‘The sixth-seeded Los Angeles Clippers (47-35) are 
presently the owners of a sensational 2-0 lead over the 
No. 3 Denver Nuggets (44-38) in their own playoff se- 
ries. 

А 0.2 deficit for the Lakers would be too deep a hole 
to climb. It could be the beginning ofthe end for the pur- 
ple-andiyellow jerseys. A second straight loss should 
therefore bea no-nol 

Will the Lakers be able to avenge their Game 1 de- 
feat? 

Can Los Angeles tum the tables and eliminate 
Phoenix? 

С. A tall order if we go by the rankings. The Lakers (45- 


Why the Lakers lost Game 1 


SPECTATOR 
- 
2 


A 


ALS. Mendoza [ 97 ) sess 


37) are the heavy underdogs as No. 7 against the sec- 
ond-seeded Suns (54-28). 

But if Game 1 were to be a gauge, the Lakers are defi- 
nitely capable of authoring an upset. They didn't lose. 
that game, they bungled it. 

What happened was, Game 1 was the Lakers’ great 
robbery that never was. And thats because Bryant did 
not shoot, ог forgot to shoot at ll. 

Game 1 could be likened to a bank being robbed by 
Bryant's lonesome. He almost beat the odds but, alas, he 
didn't spray the ceiling with shots while ordering bank 
clients to drop on their knees with raised hands. He got 
overpowered and, in no time, the guard had put the 
‘cuffs on him. A case of too tentative, too late the hero. 

Inthe first quarter of Game 1, Bryant went 16 consec- 
utive possessions without taking a shot. 

In the second quarter, he was zero on only four shots. 

In the third quarter, he had only three shots—just one 
finding the hole. 

‘And this was the guy who shot 43 points a game 


against the Suns before the playoffs, the same guy who 
scored 81 points once, the only guy on the floor this 
night with an NBA championship ring, the guy many 
consider the game's greatest player today. 

‘OK, he did shoot. 

In the fourth quarter, with the score tied, he started 


"What spouted from his gun were blanks. He missed 
his first five shots and, for the rest of the quarter, he was 
like a faucet with a drip-drip-drip and not the usual dam. 
a-bursting. 

Shockingly, Bryant not given the license to shoot in 
the firs three quarters was Jackson's idea. 

It did pretty much reap results, the score being tied 
going to the fourth quarter. But then, when it was time 
for Bryant to win it—as in many past Laker strategies 
—he couldnt. 

Like most great bank heiss, the game plan, no matter 
how sophisticated it may be, had backfired. 

Maybe, Jackson crafted the change because the Lak- 
ers were 0-7 against the Suns before Monday. 

Yes, but then, the Lakers lost ай 7 with Bryant mostly 
fighting guards, foraging for points and fring shots all 
evenin 


8 

It would have been nice again to see the Laker leader 
doing that in Game 1. At least if they lost as indeed they 
did, it happened with their main man shooting non- 
stop—ready to die with his gun un-holstered. 


Comments to menju@pldtdsL net 


So strikes again in Dubai 


DUBAI—WESLEY SO, THE 12- 
year-old Filipino FIDE Master, 
downed International Master 
Sale Srdjan of Croatia Tuesday to 
remain on course in his bid for an 
IM result in the eight Dubai Open 
chess championship at the Dubai 
Chess and Culture Club here. 

"The whiz kid (Elo 2254) from 
Bacoor, Cavite, prevailed over Srd- 
jon (Elo 2453) after 42 moves of a 
Benko Opening and improved to 
2,5 points after three rounds. 


vakasov (2619, 


gia) 


Just half a point off the lead, So 
shared 11th to 21st places. 

Among the leaders with per- 
fect 3 points were top seed GM 
Zviad Izoria (2647, Georgia), sec- 
ond seed GM Darmen Sad- 
Kazakhstan), 
third seed GM Gabriel Sargissian 
(2612, Armenia), fifth seed GM 
Evgenij Miroshnichenko (2608, 
Ukraine), and sixth seed GM 
Giorgi Kacheishvili (2605, Geor- 

NM Marlon Bernardino 


Riviera Inv’l unfolds today 


THE EIGHTH RIVIERA GOLF CLUB 
Invitational toumament gers under- 
way today with more than 400 mem- 
bers and guests vying for top honors 
in various divisions at che Langer and 
Couples courses in Silang, Cavite. 
Оса Deciped: 

hope to become the first backto- 
back overall champions in the event 
ending on Sunday as the last years 
winners head the cast in the 72-hole. 
member-guest team event spon- 
sored by Smart Communications. 


Ford Alabang is putting up a Ford 
Focus as a hole-in-one prize on ай 
the par 3's while Asiana Airlines is 
offering a US west coast round-trip 
ticket and Turf Company a golf cart 
for aces on specified holes. 

"The end of April will be the 
culmination of all our prepara- 
tions for the invitational and we 
expect nothing but a great week 
of competition and celebrations,” 
said Cesar Jayme, chair of the 
club's board of directors, 


la and Nelson Ng 
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tion?” said Garcia. “It's not the 
solution to this problem.” 

Already caught in the contro- 
versy was PSC executive director 
Guillermo оу who resigned last 
Monday after his unauthorized 
announcement 
boards decision to tum the 
Patafa request for funds helped 
fuel the Go-Ramirez rift. 


of the PSC 


Amit drops match 


pionships in Taiwan last year, seid in 
Filipino. “She (Kawahara) is а good 
player and she capitalized on all the 
errors made." 

Fancied two-time world defend- 
ing champion Kim Gayoung 
opened her campaign on a bright 
note, tripping Taiwanese Chow 
ChiehYu, 9-7, to eam а second 
round date with Japan's Sakiko 
Namiki, a 9-8 victor over Hoe Shu 
Wah of Singapore. 

There are 14 Taiwanese in the 
field, and one that got a lot of atten- 
tion from the Robinson's Galleria 
crowd was 26-yearold Fan Jui 
Fang, one of four players who won 
their first two matches. 

‘A charmer packing a mean break, 
Fang first ripped Chai Zeet Huey of 
Singapore, 9-5, before beating ‘Tan . 
Hsiang-ling, 9-4, in the second round. 

^1 still played with a lot of mis- 
takes out there,” Fang said through 
ап interpreter "Winning my first 
two matches means 1 will play the 
better players in the winners’ brack- 
et and 1 cant afford to make the 
same mistakes I made (today)." 


Legaspi ties 
Ardina; Yee, 
De Villa lead 


MAAN LEGASPI ERASED A NINE.SHOT deficit to 
tie former world champion Dottie Ardina for the 
lead even as Mico Yee and Debbie de Villa held on 
to pace their respective divisions after the fifth and 
penultimate round of the Callaway Junior World 
qualifier at the Canlubang north course. 

Legaspi carded a 73 
against the 82 of the 
struggling Ardina that 
put them all square at 
379 in giris Cass C going 
into todays final round. 

Yee shot a 70 to stay 
оп top by three over 
John Kier Abdon, who 
bounced back with a 
70, with а 360 aggre- 
gate in boys Class A 
while de Уйа, winner 
of the Philippine Ladies Open crown last Jan- 
vary, widened her lead to sixin ће girs side. 

Siblings Wolen and Princess Superal and 
Shailesh and Rachita Vasandani were comfortably 
leading in their respective divisions. Wolen scored 
а 79-392 for an 11-stroke lead in boys Class В, 
Princess held a whopping 44-shot advantage in 

Class D, Rachita was up by seven in giris 
lass Е and Shailesh paced boys Class F by five. 

Remo continued to hold sway in boys Class С 
where he leads by three over Miguel Tabuena. 

Mia Piccio (girls Class В), JR Gonzales 
(boys Class Р), and Justin Dy (boys Class E) 
were the pacesetters in the other divisions of 
this third leg of the summer circuit. 


Bayron stays 
up by 1-shot 


BAGUIO—JAY BAYRON SHOT A SCRAM- 
bling three-over par 64 yesterday and clung 
to a one-shot lead halfway through the first 
leg of the Samsung Amateur Golf Tour at the 
Baguio Country Club course here. 

Bayron, whose solid 59 over the short but 
tricky par-61 layout gave the Cangolf bet a 
two-shot lead Tuesday, stumbled with a dou- 
ble-bogey on No. 7 and two bogeys against a 
lone birdie for a 36-hole aggregate of 123. 

Marvin Dumandan and three others rallied 
to within one stroke, while three more stood a 
stroke ог two behind going into the last two 
rounds of this kickoff leg of the annual event 
sponsored by Samsung. 

Dumandan, eyeing a second straight cham- 
pionship after lording it over practically the 
same field in Canlubang last month, sizzled 
with four birdies on the front nine only to trip 
оп а triple-bogey on No. 11 for a one-under- 
par 60 and a 124 aggregate. 

"That was the same two-round total by Fer 
dinand Aunzo and veteran Dave Hernandez, 
who both had second straight 62s, and Paul 
Echavez, who matched par 61. 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
I: IN MY POSTMIDLIFE 


crises" award-winning film- 

maker Jose Javier Reyes said by 
way of explaining his plan to go 
back to school. 

To take up guidance counseling, to be 
precise, at the Ateneo de Manila University. 

“Is a two-year masteral-level course," 
he told INQuinen Entertainment. “I plan to 
enroll this June.” 

Not that he's lacking in degrees. 

He finished his AB Honors’ Program in 
Literature and earned his master's degree in 
Education at the De La Salle University. His 
Ph.D. in Comparative Literature is pending 
at the University of Santo Tomas. 

Also, he was a Fulbright scholar at the In- 
diana University, where he took up a doc- 
toral enrichment program in Comparative 
Literature and Folklore Studies. 

Still, he is raring to enroll this school year 
to pursue a newfound advocacy—help 
young gay men and women through life. 

“In my interactions with young gay peo- 
ple both via the Net and in the real world, 
T've realized that they have no one to turn 
to," he explained. “There is no authority fig- 
ure, no institution, no support group for 
them, With young people, you cannot be: 
'dactic. You have to listen first, to und: 
‘standthem.” 7 i 
RE Hetxpressed the fear that today's young 


‘Extra’ goes 
off the air 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


AFTER CONSISTENTLY TOPPING THE RAT- 
ings in its time slot for two and a half years, 
“Extra Challenge” is going off the air, 

“Extra Challenge" will air its final episode 
‘on the Kapuso network on May 26, according 
‘to show host Paolo Bediones. 

“We felt that we've done everything we 
could for the show," Bediones told Inquirer 
Entertainment in a phone interview. "It rated 
consistently high and it's constantly being pit- 
ted against a lot of programs. It also con- 
tributed to GMA 7's rise to No. 1.” 

Paolo's announcement came in the wake of 
rumors that GMA 7 is canceling the show be- 
cause of the indiscretions of co-host Ethel 
Booba and her boyfriend, former cager Alex 
Crisano. The network ‘also recently an- 
nounced the axing of Ethel's weekly maga- 
zine show, ‘Jologs Guide." 

“Ies unfair to blame Ethel" Paolo said. 
“The whole crew decided. We felt we had a 
shot at making TV history in the Philippines 
by closing the show, just like ‘Sienfeld” and 
‘Friends’ did in the United States. 

He added: “We've come up with over 90 
concepts, aired 600 episodes and featured 
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The most advanced micro- 
dermabrasio treatment that 
uses a баты dust-coated 
wand to exfoligte and effective 
regenerate your skin: - 


d 

* rids skin of blackheads and 
whiteheads “ү 

+ refines pores and prevents, 
acne breakouts £. 

+ fades acne scars and age spots 

+ evens-out skin color 

+ gives skin renewed elasticity 

+ leaves skin bursting with vitality 
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3 1:05,35, 8:5, i$ people might not be equipped to navigate 
mu this swiftly changing world. "They lack the 
anchor and the moral compass,” Reyes said. 
es SILENT HILL “Being gay is not about partying in Malate 
687.6983 Avan zan san ean s every Saturday night. Nor is it about cruis- 
GUARANTEED SEATS Dm ing Internet sites and being obsessed with 

Cron Sentara et yourlooks" 
As far as he is concerned, “Gay Pride” is 
not limited to one's sexuality. "You have а 
civic, moral and social responsibility to take 
care of yourself and your kind. You have the 
THE WILD WHEN A STRANGER CALLS duty to be a useful and productive member 
MIRO Gn yg, 1000F MTRCB PO A rao, 1000| СТИ «уын of society and to maximize your poten 
THE SENTINEL SLITHER ANII Nea Reyes had initially confided his plan to 
мтяса сз maca кла apos e Т Apo Hiking Society member Boboy Gar- 
“W200, 230,800,720. 1о00іме "^ 109, 315,530. 745, pr " (ertet hy Wah, Ed Cy rovillo, who then informed him of the fami- 

SEENT HILLS вава | er Ae By counseling coursos ar the tenen 
serge R33 100 «обл 000 E le was inspired by friends Cynthia Patag 
Mese st na lei sagen Pre memo | Lay sumen |) mnn BE and sharon Cuneta, he related. “Cynthia 
" ш расы. СА finished her master's degree at the DLSU 
Catch the Cineplex Special ism кєлгє: and Sharon, їп spite of everything she has 
You can get your movie tickets now dmn mesemie [as rad iim paese Comfortable enough to go 
for “Mission Impossible III" lwn Cuneta topped the exams for the Associ- 
Showing on May 3, 2006 mewo mise. ate in Arts program of the University of the 
1 ms enasna caus у eom Philippines Open University. 
s " "You are never too old to try something. 
= uar new," Reyes asserted. “I'm 51, but I don't 
sumen ся consider myself old." 

?: | ama The realization hit him at the silver an- 
< — niversary of the first batch of students he 
[(EXERERAEZXI ше эше «МЕМ had taught when he was a fresh DLSU grad- 


[] 
uate. “I noticed that I dressed like my stu- 
LENHILIS CINEMAS эш ner SO, Pan 


After all, this is the same director behind 
uea [d 


SILENT MILLS 


the seminal 1990s youth flick “Pare Ko.” 
He said he dreams of putting up an alter- 
E " native lifestyle center/haven for young gay 
Blue Ў, Cinema 2000 Waltermart B people or, better yet, conceptualize а TV 
SLITHER Ө, ave i show that "would speak to the hearts and 


viernes б жеч 
15.157 Йа Bande nyc шт Fence FAMIN жалко tie youth: 


im 
EET с А |, айа Базада а [gm тета ИЙ Cancelled shows 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati | 1 2227 ‘THE WILD In the meantime, he is juggling diverse 


Р. ROMENAD E Moermr Center, Сапа Восе cer. | 2 0291 wniewTHesTRANGEA сац. |. Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall assignments on the big and small screens. 
JE poa tase enia td Pin ый гау Буни (Sean) tel (049) 4111148 E, along W 
тыын Fo Tesame [LE He is a regular judge, along with Dina 


sueriz {1 сохои AM] Bonnevie, on the model search "Close Up to 
mal трип ЮЙ Fame 2,” which replaces his canned show 
‘THE SENTINEL IUPERICINERAM AS Ей SLITHER biz gabfest “ETK (Entertainment Konek)” 
Istana Cinerama Complex Recto starting this Saturday on ABS-CBN 2. Since 
wen | c à à the sitcom "Bora" (for which he writes) has 
3 inema 2000 Cinemauix i 
Lae suras | Lesen re strawcenca | аааз и also concluded its гип, һе can now focus on 
LEG E RIO CHE VT AROA NOTCE. КУ CENA КОБЕ, CAL: 22 3%. 2 ЕЕ : his work as creative consultant for the talk 
5 тен aul? vicos |1 Bd show "Sharon," also on ABS-CBN. 
pauasaesasóssó sos махтала 4 mew |2 тоет For Seiko Films, he is currently shooting 
5 Мы the family drama-comedy, "Listen to Your 
Heart" starring Eddie Garcia, Gloria 
Cinema 2000 Metrotown Romero, Cherry Pie Picache, Joey Marquez, 
M ооо eme Е TON asses арен, Diana Zübiri, Christian Vasquez, Alfred Var- 
ТАЖ S 0 z кїї г s anm gasand Keanna Reeves. 
Gua ‘TRISTAN & ISOLDE кт Also in the works is the first movie team-t 
‘PROMENADE GREENHILLS a LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN THE HILLS HAVE EYES up of real-life couple Judy Ann Santos and 
киминин CHINESE TALL STORY Ryan Agoncillo under Star Cinema, “Kasal, 
Ж E suerus | à seseaveo | Cinema 2000 Waltermart ы] Kasali, Kasalo.” 
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over 550 challengers, The show has had a 
very good run and is stil doing well.” 

Paolo said the network had given the show 
two months to prepare for its final episode. 
“We're still deciding on whether to end witha 

N bang or close the show quietly" 
The GREY CHILD The The program, which used to be titled “Ex- 
= 4 tra, Extra," first aired ав a late afternoon mag- 
p" УЗАЦ zine show with Paolo and Karen Davila as 
hosts. 

Karen moved to ABS-CBN in 2000 and was 
replaced by Miriam Quiambao, beauty queen 
turned host and actress. In 2003, the show 
was infused with the "reality TV" format 
Ethel Booba took Miriam's place in December 
of that year when the latter married her Ital- 
ian boyfriend, Claudio Rondinelli and migrat- 
ed to Hong Kong. 

"Seven years is no joke,” said Paolo. 
"There's still no telling how people would re- 
act [to the cancellation]. 1 also don't know if 

We've BEEN EXPECTING YOU GMA 7 will still come up with a show like 


this. Topping or equaling it is a daunting 


task.” 
SILENT HELL Su Pilon ass open 


the idea ofa comeback for "Extra Challenge.” 
Basen ом тне #7 survivaL came mom KONAMI "Wess" he said, “ifthe clamor ori 
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‘No originality’ format? An 
From Alfonso Pastores (аураз- 

tores@gmail.com), Cubao, Quezon City: “Е y 
Te was GMA 7 that first announced it was FEEDBACK 

supporting а Mt. Everest expedition. When $y sÅ 

theendeavor gathered momentum, ABS-CBN B pone 

hurriedly came out with its own project in- 

volving mountaineers. Seems the Kapamilya 

network is determined to keep its a “no originality" format, wait- 

ing for the rival station to come up with new gimmicks and just 

copying them, Maybe this is why ABS-CBN is on a losing streak. 
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AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


It's Easy! Join Ayalà Cinemas" 
‘Trippin in 80 Days Raffle Promo 
and get a chance to wit 
exciting all-expense paid trips 
“to Cebu, Davao, and Palawan. 


Get a coupon for every 
„72 tickets purchased at 
Glorletia and Greenbelt Cinemas 
а and drop in dropboxes. 
Hurry! Watch a movie nowi 


Promo ends on May 19, 2008 


ойо ЭР S $ eem A va) 


‘Summer Fun for Moms & Kids: 
Arts & Crafts Workshop. 
April 28 to 30, 2006 


Fashion TV Model School 
April 29, 2006 


A Day With An Artist. 
April 22 to 29, 2006 


Repertory Philippines presents TWO & TWO MAKE SEX 
aL REP's Globe Theater - April 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, May 5,687 
For inquiries, pls. сай 887-0710 


Onstadé» 
Registration 1s now ongoing for Ayala Museum's - 
Summer Art Festival Workshop 2008 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www ayalarmissum org 


Ayala MUSEUM 


Come & join 


Jumpin Jan 


Lomita 
des 


April 27,28,29, & 30,2006 
Tam pm,3 pm.5 pm 
Activity Center 

‘Customer Seve tn: 7527272 


May 4,5,6,87,2006 
Moyea 
d 
TOWN вал 


po 
ДТ 


Activity Center 
AYALA CENTER 


arama- nuo 


‘May 11,12, 13,614,206 
T2 om 230 pr 430 pm, 6:30 pm 
Activity Center. 
tomer evi Hobo, 867519 


May 18,19,20,& 21,2006 

1pm3pmSpm,7pm 

Activity Center 

Cater Serene 

san ц бламы 
Explore the world of your favorite Disney Characters, 

* Princess Castle, Playhouse Disney, DisneyiPixar's CARS 
Racetrack, Fairies Enchanted Forest, ИЛАН. Те Krandakat 
‘Maze from April 27 to May 311 


FOXTROT 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


мом, PLEASE! 
OUR CURRENT 
‘COMPUTER 
"SAN 
ANTIQUE! 


лом 


TS А RELIC! 


те во FAR 
PAST TS 

PRIME 17'S 

мот FUNNY! 


N 


{OSAUR! 


THS ISN'T A 
IMEAN, CONVERSATION 
W'S LIKE YOU WANT To 

Sik HAVE WITH A 
YEARS 40-SoMETHNG. 


oo trem 
D 


SA SMAP 
ELECTIONS 


E n 


DALAWA LANG 
TAYONG MAG; 
LALABAN! 


Nerkf LUG ANG 
ТАОМЕ BA YAN 
WALANG PAG- 
PIPILIAN P 


MARVIN 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


PUGAD BABOY 


BY PM. JUNIOR 


ur 


BABY BLUES 


AYUNG PAGKAIN 
SA CANTEEN, 


е Tine 
wae Coe AND 
SNE Nut CAUCE! 


WPS BACK! 
BE PRECAST! 


VU NU T Mio 
BM TREO Live 


Yésunrs 
DNOST 
Өвс 
Mir ҮТ 
[200.3 
NINE MONTES, 


[оч Move Tat биг 
INSIDE YOUE ABDOMEN, Ser IT 
От OF YOUR BLADDER, СМ 
TWENY POUNDS AND MULTIPLY 
TAE WHOLE EXPERIENCE OY 


‘BAD NOT ow 
wuar Т ей LE 
TO BE coreecteD, 
"T Акт? 


HaT ww ngewe 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO. 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Fewewi! I 

«new iT. I knew 

yout TAN WAS 
FAKE. 


Spots 


ING Your LiGHt 


Y= saw You coveR- ТАМА! T See А LIGHT 
Spot Now- WHAT 
Аке You GoiNG To 


With A Рем! 
Do ABOUT it? 


SRéULN^ Чоо Be] 
BUSY WeRKING ом 
Your HeiGHt? 


Horoscope 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You love your creature comforts. You're shrewd about financial matters. You have a marvelous 
Stick-to-itiveness; you're not a quitter. You appreciate beauty and art. Your early adulthood is marked by an eager- 
Ress to learn and à desire to travel. By the age of 54, you want to feel settled in your home. An important choice 


awaits you this year. Choose wisely 


Birthdate of: Anouk Aimee, actress; Jack Klugman, actor; Coretta Scott King, ci 


ARIES (March 21 to 
Є\ 19: Think about 
how to use your eam 

ings, resources and pos- 

es Sions wisely and to 
your best advantage. To get ahea 
Jnd stay head, you have to use your 


head! 
time to take a hard look 


in the mirror and decide 


how to improve your appearance. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is the on- 
ly New Moon in your 
sign all year. Now is the 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Are you able 
to identify any self-de- 
feating habits you have? 
(We all have them.) To- 

day's New Moon offers you a win- 

dow of opportunity to do this. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Are you happy 
with your friends? 

You're, responsible for 

the people you attract. 
Do you wait for others to make the 
first move, ordo you make a move? 


Daity CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Blanchet of 


“Elizabet 
5 Medieval cub 


9 Lava before 


exposure 
14 Muscať's place 


15 Israeli port 
^16 Havelock or 


Perry 
17 Stat of Abe 


гооп a 
20 Sonal sean? 


21 Type of acd 


22 Doni go 
23 Eye membrane 


25 Recorded 


oceedings 
з Mesue 
29 Snare 


34 Pat 2 of quip 


37 Par 3 of quip 
40 Novel wing? 


42 Quid — quo 
43 Cay part 


44 Pon dof quip |7 


ТРА rx ronnan 
49 Lady of Spain Huntington Beach, СА 
ЧОЕ 


Тес ТМС" — 8 System of 


54 Winter apple 

58 Lhasa _ 

'82 Cooks inthe 

64 Refrain sylabie 

65 End of quip 

88 Seasonal 
worker 

69 Funnyman 
Laurel 

то Bruhn of ballet 

71 Provide vith a 
source of 
Income 

72 French actor 
Jacques 

73 Dregs 


‘moral values 

э West Coast 
seagull 

10 Supplcants 
request 

11 Oversupply 

12 lsingass. 

13 Sootcovered 

18 Old Chinese 
money 

19 Two quarts 
combined 

24 Maxima maker 

26 Emmets 

28 Mini drinks 

30 Greek letters 

m Man” 
Siarion fim. 

32 Pat of UAE. 

33 Soccer great 

34 Aut pros 

35 Singer Guthrie 

36 Commercial 
бола 

эв Сой. опо 
ost 

39 Busted cds 

1 Watched 
closely 


DOWN 
1 Like dunco. 


[^ 
2 BP merger 
Yer 
з More босо 
^ Bambi aunt 
5 Lauro of 
“Roseanne” 
6 To shoter 


7 Magga — 


87 Jobs to do 

58 Church pan 

Ern 

60 Broadcast 

^81 Suspicious of 

63 Thvee handed. 
card game 

'86 Shooter marble 

67 AT&T part 


50 Requiste 

52 Perch 

53 Тай. 
eliminating pact 

55 Сире meler 

56 Banks of 
зза 


ivilrights activist. 
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): This is a good time. 
to take stock of your life 
and see if its going in 
the direction you want. 
Do you need new skills to go fur- 


ther? 
losophy of life and your 


f ) attitudes will determine. 


your career success. Is there some- 

thing you want to work on here? 

e self-reliant you are, and 
how dependent upon 


others you will let yourself be. What 
is your debr situation? 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Your training 
and education, your phi- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Today's New Moon 
forces you to look at how 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Did you know 
that you attract the very 
people who affirm your 

eliefs about partner- 
ships? In other words, if 
you think people are going to use 

You, you'll attract takers. (Hmmm.) 


% 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to рес. 21): Good 
health is а balance be- 
tween your mind and 
body. You cannot ignore 
this. One doesn’t work 
without che other Todays New 
Moon offers you a chance to listen to 


your body. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
pressing your creativi 


to Jan. 19): Creativity 
ist the domain of only 
experts and artists. Ex 


has nothing to do wit 


‘earning money. I's justa simple joy. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This New 
Moon focuses on your 
youth and you past, 
he past is gone; you 
can't change it, You only 

have the present and future. 
S Stood. Its not just about 
talking and saying 


‘words. Are you clear in all your com- 
‘munications? Think about this. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): The point 
about communicating to 
‘others is to be under 


MIKROKOSMOS 
HELLO? Miko! WAG 
YANG PAG- TUW 
LANG SA INYO. 
MASAMA SA KALUSUGAN 

NAN! 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
„SUMMER РА NAMAN / 
DAPAT LUMABAS KA 


PARA HINDI KA 
MATAMLAY SA INYO: 


N 
1 AW 
[ 


| АТ 


Од % 
5-0 


BY DANIELSHELTON 


NOU KNOW, THERE ARE. 
OTHER WAS OF FINDING 


KIKO MACHINE 


quis 19 THE REAL 
THING HUMOUR 
ME OKAY? 
TU JUST TAKE A 
MINUTE OR ти, 


OKAN.. YOU НЕ DOWN, 

IF THE FROG JUMPS ON 

YOU. ITSA GR 

THE INTERNET 
d 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


SUMMER CUASE REGISTRADON, 


7] 
тош CARDS SA BUI- 
DING Ws, BALIK ЕЙ SÀ 
CPIS SA TAAS SA WINDOW 
Ө, PERO IDAAN) то MUNG 
‘eA урок 3, 12, 20, 


ле FORMS 1- 18 AN, 
би-ир то. SIRA SUNG 
CARBON PAPERS KAYA 
ап 
‘SLUT то SA PAPEL SA 
Uc. TAS PAKITA MO 


Fever masa nT 
E is тал 
Е 
KA LIBRARY CLEARANCE TAS 
A ERY ae sf 
TAR ASESS (no MTO SA BABA. 
Ses и Ыр, 
pc 
a 
N 


€ 
E 
EE 
Ed 
GAJON Вей ALAMG MA: 
Е 
sas oat 

IPUNE PONVEFS. 


TIR (o LAHAT L6 MGA 


LOVEKNOTS 


JAJA, (TONE мүТєрр$ 
Copt w^ ISINULAT SA 


MANUSCRIPTS n DA Јоца | LOVE SPRY We Адый 


TUNGKOL SA UNTOLD 
Mo NNG BATA PA STAY 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


MOMMY, BAKIT 
KAHIT BOT CIS SEDE, 
EULUBOT NA RIN 


Suow 
TME | 


Winston 
series 3 


FOR THE THIRD 
consecutive — year 
Winston brings to Bo- 
racay йз "Summer 
Music Blast." 

This years event 
happens on two Satur- 
days—April 29 and 
May13. 

Lineup for the first 
weekend includes 
Freestyle and Tue 
Faith. For the second 
event, Bamboo and 
Sugarfree are the main 
attractions at the Co- 
comangas. 

Only those 18 years 
and older will be ad- 
mitted to the parties. 


Today 

Randy Santiago at 
Ratsky Malate 

Cueshe at Ratsky 
Morato 

Abrakadabra at RJ 
Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

Mocha at Tavern 
onthe Square, Green- 
belt3 


Tomorrow 

Kim Flores at the 
Ynares Center in An- 
tipolo 

Nyoy Volante at 
Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang; 7 pm. 

RJ 'n Friends with 
the Members Band at 
RJ Guitar Bar, Jupiter 
St, Makati 

‘oth Avenue at Tav- 
егп оп the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 

Acoustic Jive at 
Merk's 


April29 

Philip Lazaro at the 
newly opened Gaga- 
locah Comedy Music. 
Bar, Pasig City 

Kim Flores at the 
Mr Golf Driving 
Range in Pampanga 

Mr God and Com- 
pany at RJ Guitar 
Bar, Jupiter St, 
Makati 

Nyoy Volante at 
Cuba Libre Latin Bar, 
Starmall Edsa; 9 p.m. 

Tribe of Levi at 
Taven on the 
Square, Greenbelt 3 

Flintstones and 
the Gang at Merk’s 

Pupil and Sand- 
wich at MTV and Mo- 
torola "Mobbed" event 
in Boracay 

Join the Club at 
Robinson's Place Pio- 
neer 

Rage at 
Morato 


April 30 

Douglas Nierras 
Powerdance in "Pow- 
erdancing in the Dark" 
at the Meralco The- 
ater 

Pupil and Sand- 
wich at MTV and Mo- 
torola "Mobbed" event 
in Boracay 

Shamrock. at 
Metropolis Star Ala- 
bang; 5 pm. 

AiAi Delas Alas’ 
"Maggi Magic Sarap 

* Palengke Tour at La 

Paz Public Market 
and Jaro Plaza, Iloilo 

Join the Club at 
Robinson's Starmills 
Pampanga 


May | 

Douglas Nierras 
Powerdance in "Pow- 
erdancing in the Dark" 
at the Meralco The- 
ater 

л 


Ratsly 


Exc pL 


a By 


CINEMA 


1 BASIC INSTINCT 2 • THX 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com ф 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA ] 632.9116 


6 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


2 THE SENTINEL 


7 EIGHT BELOW 


united 
international 
pictures 


Ў Sehr Entercaiament Corporadon 


ESS 


or every purchase of Barbie meal 
са: vas tae 


Share a movie witha loved one with SM Cinema's 


50% OF Fz 


treat on your 2nd ticket! J 
Saris on March 15 to Ара 30, 2006 prapa 
Mondays to Thursdays. Jot трапу 


MEGAMALL * STA. MESA- MANILA * PODIUM * FAIRVIEW * SOUTHIALL 
NORTH EDSA SAN LAZARO™ STA ROSA * PAMPANGA ` BAGUIO” VALENZUELA 


MARILAO * MOLINO" BATANGAS - LUCENA CEBU" DAVAO" CAGAYAN DE ORO © е 


ueo semens. [SÉ awaa СЭ Веиз 27225 
merno mania 


po DEUM 
К аш 


EM ENY SOUTENAIT 
эм SUPIBCINTER VALENIUER 


“Sa civ NORTH EDSA 


WOHYSUOA 


renee 


читта 


TNCHYmOUNG 


One, two, three, FREE! 


Z 


S 


Got 4 tickets for tho price of 3 
{fis promo s veld only during the 3-day maliwido solo at 
SM Bacoor, Baguio, Batangas, Davao and Megamall 
Not appicable win oihar SM Cinema promos. 


CINEMA. 


3SILENT HILL 


8 PAMAHIIN 


4THE WILD 


9D'LUCKY ONES 


5SLITHER 


1WHENA STRANGER CALLS 


10 SUBMERGED 


ERMITA 538-7809 to 12 


2D'LUCKY ONES 


5 THE SENTINEL 


3 PAMAHIIN 


6 SLITHER 


4 SILENT HILL 


METRO EAST 


1 EIGHT BELOW 


7 THE WILD 


682-8193 + 682-8199 
5 THE SENTINEL 


2 SILENT HILL 


6 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 


3THE WILD 


7 SLITHER 


4D' LUCKY ONES 


4 SILENT HILL 
2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3 D' LUCKY ONES 


1 RESERVED 
2D'LUCKY ONES 
3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


8 PAMAHIIN 


NOVALICHES 9353231 /935-3229-30 


4 THE WILD 
5 SLITHER 
6 THE SENTINEL 


CITISQUARE MALABON 222575 PIONEER 687-5378 


1 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS. 
250ТНЕВ 

3THEWILD 

4THE SENTINEL 


movie tickets 
for the price of 


m emm 
Sao 


‘See Posters and Flyers for dotaite 


STA. ROSA 837-007 


4 SLITHER 

2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3THE WILD 

4 PAMAHIIN 


DASMARINAS 
1 SLITHER 

2 PAMAHIIN 

3 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
4THE SENTINEL 

5 THE WILD 


IMUS 


1 PAMAHIIN 

2SILENT HILL 

3SLITHER 

4WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
5THE SENTINEL 

6 THE WILD 


BACOLOD 


1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 

2 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3D' LUCKY ONES 

4 TRISTAN AND ISOLDE 

5 PAMAHIIN 

6 FINAL DESTINATION 3 


(046) 852-2125 
(046) 416-4352 


1046) 875-3838 
(046) 471-8188 


(034) 441-0453 
(934) 441-0450 


BEAT the HEAT at the 


APRIL 16 to MAY 16 


ANY MOVIE 
Mondays thru Fridays 
(except Wednesdays) 


(943) 757-3564 


LIPA {0493125670 


1 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
2 PAMAHIIN 

3 FINAL DESTINATION 3 

4D' LUCKY ONES 

5 ULTRAVIOLET 


ANGELES 5222 


1SLITHER 

2 THE SENTINEL 

3 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
4 THE WILD 


STARMILLS 


1 SLITHER 

2 SENTINEL, 

3 WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
4 PAMAHIIN 

5 THE WILD 

6 BANDIDAS 


ILOILO 


1 LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
2WHEN A STRANGER CALLS 
3 TRISTAN AND ISOLDE 

4 SILENT HILL 

5 D' LUCKY ONES 

6 BASIC INSTINCT 2 


(045) 875.1927 
(045) 961-6270 


(033) 336-8070 


Perfect Gift ^ 


Al'Year Roun 


А Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town, 


Get Special discounts x volume purchases! 
——— (87 75104 es ad 15 


Xm 
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"called watch: 
adeatian ... ` 


HEADWEAR from ай over. But the singer is ў 


most sentimental about is CAT beret. 


By Márinel R. Cruz 
and Sheena Jade Barrion 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


OW THAT WORD IS OUT 
about his ‘romance with 
Rachelle Ann Go, singing 

champ Christian Bautista seems 

more relaxed. э 

Tnan interview on the show biz talk program 
“The Buzz,” Christian and Rachelle, herself an 
award-winning singer, finally admitted they 
had been playing sweet music together for 
some time now. 

Christian told INgumem Entertainment that 
keeping it a secret had been hard for both of 
them, In this interview at the Bautista com- 
pound in Imus, Cavite, last week, he said, "She. 
had a lot of suitors. I know all of them; I work 
‘with some of these guys. There were times 
when [felt jealous.” 

Rachelle left three weeks ago for a 
series of shows in Canada. Christian 
said they communicate-by phone or e- 
тай, “Because of the different time 
zones, we seldom get to talk,” he said. 

‘According to him, the romance blós- 
somed a year ago when they Worked on the 
‘Sunday variety show “Asap,” and then toured 
the United States with fellow singing champs 
Eric Santos, Mark Bautista and Frenchie Dy. 

*1 like Rachelle because she's very lively and 
fan to be with,” Christian said. 


BOOKS 

, Right now, I'm into Tom Claricy books. But 
Tve been a fan of Lord of the Rings” way before 
it became a movie. My dad. introduced me to 
“The Hobbit" when I was in high school. 

‘My brothers and I are into science fiction and 
fantasy. We're fans of “Star Wars.” We have 
loads of “Star Wars" and “Durie” books in our li- 
brary. 


SUITS/JACKETS 

"This suit is special because I wore it when T 
performed in Sharon Cuneta Valentine con- 
сеп. Ies from Celio. I picked this because I ng- 
ticed that while everyone was wearing light-col- 
огей suits and gowns, I was always in black. 

* "This black curdoroy jacket is from a night 
market in Taiwan. I got it at half its original 
price, Is very versatile, being in between for- 
mal and informal. l've not wom it; Pm waiting 
for the right occasion. 

‘Guess for how much got this (shows a funky 
brown leather jacket)? Five hundred? Close, 
Actually, 700. I'm very proud of this. Ì bought 
this at Robinson's Imus. 


TOPS 
The yellow plaid long-sleeved top is a gift 


from my mom, She bought it in Thailand. My 
mom says 1 should always buy some- 


Our 
OF THE 


CLOSET womwith atop under asuit or vest. 


bag of old leather, from a thrift shop in 
Chicago. 
thing—clothes, specificilly—from places we 
visit so when I use them here, walang kapareho. 
1 think this is made from piña fabric (shows а 
purple long-sleeved button-down shirt). I wore 
this for Kuh- Ledesma's tribute to George 
Canseco. Fin not sure who made this, though. 
T like the style of this tie-dyed shirt from Peo- 
ple Are People. It's very funky. T-wore this for 
Rachelle’ concert. 


JEANS 
‘The pair Im wearing right now is 
my. favorite because. ifs ` tat- 
tered- perfect for summer Its from 
Bench. This looks really funky when 


‘When I buy jeans, I go for the 
straight cuts. I don't want them too 
baggy. I have skinny legs. I don't want to look— 
like an ice cream bat 


WATCHES 

My current favorite is this black-and-red 
leather watch from Swatch. Піе its unique de- 
sign, especially its silver chain bracelet. Pang- 
rocker 

The latest one I got is this divers watch that’s 
perfect for summer. Ies water resistant and can 


portant, says the 
ieterate collector of watches. 


TIE-DYED long-sleeved shirt from 
People Are People. 


BLACK curduroy jacket from a night. 
marketin Taiwan. 


AWHOLE roomful of shoes, and he picks 
these wooden slippers from Japan! 


be ised up to 200 meters under water. 

For formal occasions, 1 use my chrome 
watches--para kita agad. For casual events, like 
earth colors. Sometimes 1 go for wild tones like " 
yellow, red or army green. 

Those of you who want to start a collection, 
get different colors and styles. Of course, func- 
tion is also important. - 


FOOTWEAR 

1 bouglit my Havaianas in Hawaii for-$10. 
Thats pretty cheap, considering that these are 
sold for P800 here. 

1 bought this pair of wooden slippers in 
Japan. Its the custom there to take off your 
footwear when you enter a house. You wear one 
of these. Тоо bad this is kind of small for me, 

Most of my shoes are from Skechers. like the 
brand not only because I endorse it but also be- 
cause it always comes up with unique styles. My 
favorite pair is this grayish blue rubber shoes. 
‘The styleis very modern. 

Buy for comfort. Try it on. Some shoes are 
good to look at, but when you wear them your 
feet hurt. 

Also, experiment with new styles, Don't al- 
ways go for the same boring style. 

If you're on a tight budget, buy those that 
look good with different outfits: 


BAG 

My favorite is this sling bag that I got from a 
thrift store in Chicago. It cost me only $10. like 
it because its old leather—not your typical bag. 


CAPS/HATS 

‘My brothers and Ibuy hats from all the places 
ме visit, like Las Vegas, Hollywood, New York, 
San Diego. We also have stuff from Hong Kong 
and Australia. 

1 still keep my Citizens Army Training beret. 
It holds precious memories. It reminds me of 
being in the school's Varsity unit—we were the 
untouchables, the war freaks, We weren't 
scared of the officers. 

The cowboy hat is from Australia, Have you 
noticed that when you say cowboy, people now 
think, "Brokeback Mountain’? I think that’s sad 
forthe cowboys. 


OTHER COLLECTIONS 

My brothers and I became interested in col- 
Jecting bladed weapons after somebody gave us 
a set of knives as a gift. Another friend gave us 
arnis, Since then, we have been buying similar 
stuff wherever we go—Baguio, Subic, Min- 
danao, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand .. 

Our newest one is this ancient hunting 
weapon—panga ng baboy (wild boars jaw), 
from Baguio. It looks really cool. 

This sumpit (bamboo musket) was made by 
aetas іп Subic. They sell it on the beach for 
P800. Iwas so happy to get mine for P600. Then 
learned it was being sold for P200 in the public 
market. 


LOOKS LIKE BIG BROTHER'S 
middle name is Cupid Four for- 
mer PBB housemates are now 
dating. Interestingly, the girls 
are from the first batch and the 
guys are from the celebrity edi- 
tion. There must be a magic love 
spell in there that stayed on with 
the ex-housemates. The dating 
four are John Pratts and Say 
‘Alonzo, Rico Robles and Nene 
Tamayo. So that means Nancy 
Castiglione, JB Magsaysay, 
Roxanne Barcelo and Bob de la 
Cruzare no longer in the picture 
for John, Say, Rico and Nene ге- 
spectively. Will Big Brother soon 
make a much-awaited personal 
appearance as ninong if and 
when his former housemates de- 
clde to play house for keeps? 


Lover-less 

Ruffa Mae Quinto is lover-less 
at the moment but an all-heart 
‘woman like her cannot be loveless 
for long, Peachy. (her pet name) 


‚ better 


emotes and says, " Tm so ngarag 
preparing for my birthday concert 
(May 27 Aliw Theater), I miss hav- 
ing someone. At the same time, m 
happy to be free. The nice thing is 
feel na feel ko the songs that Tm 
doing for iny concert. Every line 
has more meaning!" 

What about the commercial di 
rector being linked to her? "That 
fizzled before it began. Ergo, no BE 
It ges very exhi 
women like Peach and myself are 
ali too familiar with the dilemma 
of taking a bow or a vow. Oh well 


love a loser. 


Jotensin NY 

New Yorkers who chanced upon. 
Jolina Magdangal do а dramatic 
scene in Times Square for her up- 
coming TV series, "I Love NY" were 
reportedly so impressed that they 
gave Jolens a resounding applause 
(some were moved to tears). Jolens 
had been so canied away that she 


Better to lose a lover than to love a loser 


But! can vouch for their sincerity. 
Dorty 
‘Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


Mariel right after “ETK” last Sat- 
urday. She asked Mariel about the 
rumor that she was caught kissing 
Zanjo Marudo in Boracay (which 
Mariel just laughed off). Whoever 
had the crazy idea that they were 
fighting, anyway? 


Loco over Ilocos 

Кас my first time to visit Tocos 
Norte. Profuse thanks to Arlene de 
Guzman, Lyra Marcos, Ruel San- 
tos, Athena Farifias, Philp San 
Diego and Melody de la Cruz for 
making my stay in Fort Ilocandia 
Resort worth the long trip. Endless 
thanks also to my beloved UP com- 
rade Ambet Nabus and fun col- 
leagues Ador Saluta and Jimmy 
Navarro -and ту newfound 
friends Tita Dang, Tito Allan and. 
Jill for such a memorable Ilocos 


couldn't stop crying even after Di- 
тек Louie Ignacio had shouted 
“CUT?” Now Jolina can do a Min- 
nelli and proudly sing "IfI сап make 
it there, ll make it anywhere!” 


Морар 

‘Toni Gonzaga and Mariel Rd- 
driguez have both clarified in 
“The Buzz” that they have no gap 
whatsoever. Talks of a rift started 

hen Mariel replaced Toni as host 
of "Pinoy Big Brother” Toni will 
be busy shooting a movie with her 
soon4obe (7) BF Sam Milby. i 
She'll be back on the next “PBB.” а наан БА 
Some viewers may think their, (Pipe 
“Buze” beso beso wasall for show. 'Bongbong Marcos (hope his wife 


ing.” ‘Single 


to'lose a lover than to 


Twas beside Toni when she called * 


, ment they gave me at Fort Шосап- 


doesn't mind .. hehe). 

T was there for the Ms Fort Ilo- 
candia 06 pageant. The ballréom 
was packed as the beauties 
sashayed in elegant creations by 
Ariel Agasang. The program was 
hosted by а long-missed friend, 
Louie Heredia, Several Chinese 
models and singers had flown in 
from Hong Kong to add glitter to 
the presentation. 

‘And the winners are: fourth 
funner-up, Cheryl Ramos, third 
runner-up (who 1 think should 
have bagged the crown!) Jill Arse- 
marie Bunaguen, third runner- 
up; Kimberly Hao, second runner- 
up; Angelene Montilla, first run- 
тегир; and Ms Fort Ilocandia '06, 
Elizabeth Nacuspag. 

I felt like a beauty queen myself 
because of the red-carpet treat- 


and a five-star casino. Who says 
the "ocános" are kuripot? 


‘For M" 

RPN 9з "Direct Line" has a new 
title and time slot—'For M,” 11 
am. Mondays. Join my good 
friend Mz. Pu and Marigold Haber 
as they give genuine public service 
to moms, misis and mares. The 
shows segments include “Tipid 
Muna Tips, “М Matters," "BS. Mr. 
Fu,” "May К Ka Mate,” and “Certi- 
fied Gold Ka Misi.” 


Sympathies 

My deepest condolences to the 
family of Chat Silayan. 1 have fond: 
memories of bonding with her 
when she joined Ms Universe in 
Seoul, Korea, She paid a courtesy 
call on my grandfather, who was " 
ambassador at the time. Mami- 
miss siya ng lahat maka-CHAT at 
maSILAYAN.. 

Email wateringholeshangri- 
1а@уаћоосот) 


„dia. Everywhere 1 looked was 
breathtaking! They've got horse- 
back riding, all kinds of water 
sports, air balloons, archery targets 
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Surging crude, VAT push farm prices higher 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


ipses = $ 1 
‘sof pm. April 26, 2006 
es ue 
YN 115267 So 
Азоб pm. Apri 26,2006. 
GOLD: $631.80-632.30 


Ѕтоск MARKET 


(See stock market report on Page B6) 


Shares close higher 


SHARE PRICES SNAPPED A 
two-day losing streak, closing 
0.65 percent higher yesterday af- 


tor the government distanced it- 
self from a proposal to remove a key sales 
tax on petroleum products, dealers said. 

The composite index rose 14.59 points at. 
2,247.14. Ittraded between 2,232.55 and 
2,247.44. The broader all-shares index ad- 
vanced 10.24 points to 1,388.18, 

SHARES/ B6 
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Cost of rice, pork, 
chicken, fish affected 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES WILL RISE BY AN 
average of 30 to 40 centavos a kilo due to the 12-percent expanded 
value-added tax and the recent 8-percent increase in fuel prices. 


Despite assurances from economic man- 
agers that the VAT would have no impact on 
many food items, a study made by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture's Bureau of Agricultural 
Statistics pointed out that there would be an 
effect on prices especially of pork, chicken 
and fish, 

As of April 24, according to data obtained 
from the Department of Agriculture, the pro- 
jected impact of the VAT and the fuel price i 
crease would be 37 centavos for ordinary rice, 
or to P21.13 a kilo from P20.76; 67 centavos 
for poultry to P98 from P97.33; and P1.48 for 
pork to P143.15 from P141.67. For tilapia, the 


Ratings upgrade 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ING INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT, A SUB- 
sidiary of global financial institution ING 
Group, said the Philippines’ debt burden re- 
mained unsustainable and that the govern- 
ment would have to significantly reduce it to 
geta credit-rating upgrade. 

Rob Drijkoningen, head of ING's emerging 
markets debt group, said that at the rate the 
Philippines’ fiscal reform program was going, 
it would take the country until 2009 to getan 
upgrade. 

He noted that the national “governments 
debt stood at 83 percent of the country's gross 


The BMW XTour. Т 


What's behind a great drive? On the fairways, the right equipment, and on the highways, the right vehicle spells the difference, 


increase would be 53 centavos to P68.46 a ki- 
lo from P67.93. 

The study said the increase would arise 
from the additional production costs of a 
farmer from the purchase of seeds and fertil- 
izers and post-production expenses. For poul- 
try and hog raisers, an important factor con- 
sidered was the post-production cost of trans- 
port and handling, which translated to an in- 
‘crease of an average 21 centavos a kilo of pro- 
duction. 

“The other costs such as inputs like fertiliz- 
ers have remained and only the VAT has made. 

SURGING/BS 


not seen till '09 


domestic product (GDP), a figure much high- 
er than what is considered a comfortable debt 
level. In absolute terms, the debt reached 
P3.88 trillion in end-2005. 

Drijkoningen said a sustainable debt level 
should be below 50 percent of СОР But he 
said the country should reduce its debt-to- 
GDP ratio to at least below 70 percent to get a 
credit-rating upgrade. 

Under the government's fiscal program, its 
debt-to-GDP ratio would go down to 76.8 per- 
cent this year. It should further go down to 63 
percent by 2008, to 56.5 percent in 2009 and 
to 50.8 percent by 2010. 

RATINGS/BS 
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ADB: Little growth in next two years 


Asian Development Bank's growth projections are lower than the 
Philippine government's targets as it sees а continued lag in 
Investments. Also, growth prospects are limited as the country continues 
to rely mainly on consumption and remittances to drive the economy. 


Kate Podroso PDI Research 
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seek BBC 
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SSS eyes higher 
price for EPCIB stake 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM (SSS), THE 
country's private sector pension fund, reiter- 
ated that it would renegotiate the price at 
which it would sell its 29-percent stake in Eq- 
uitable PCI Bank 

1n 2004, the group of mall tycoon Henry Sy, 
through Banco De Oro Universal Bank, of- 
fered to buy the SSS block at P43.50. 

"I we get clearance from the Supreme Court, 
depending on what their decision would be, ob- 
viously we will renegotiate. We will not sell at 

555/85 
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Mining fi 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A GROUP OF MINING FIRMS YES- 
terday said it was seeking the help of 
the Bishops Businessmen's Confer- 
ence to reach out to the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philip. 
pines and solicit cooperation among 
all sectors that have a stake in the in- 
dustry. 

Benjamin Philip G. Romualdez, 
president of the Chamber of Mines of 
the Philippines, said the group want- 
ed to develop a guidebook which 
would spell out what were required 


and expected of companies, local 
governments and communities with 
regard to mining activities. 

"(The local industry) faces chal- 
lenges about perception from different 
sectors but we [will] move forward 
with our projects,” Romualdez said. 

Mining firms were encouraged to 
move forward after they were assured 
by the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources that the review 
of the Philippine Mining Law will not 
touch on ownership but will only 
dwell on environmental concems. 

Mining firms suffered a blow when 
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, BUSINESS 
rms to reach out 
to CBCP, seek BBC help 


the influential CBCP issued а state- 
ment last January calling for a repeal 
of the Mining Act, recall of all ap- 
proved concessions and cancellation 
of pending applications, saying that 
the law “destroys life.” 

"To ease bishops’ concerns, he said 
the group was calling for stakeholders 
in the industry to work together on the 
proposed guidebook, which would 
serve as basis regarding what is the 
best practice and what are the basic 
tenets of corporate social responsibili- 
ty among mining firms. With a report 
from Christine A. Gaylican 


Asian economies get lift from exports 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN ECONOMIES 
аге powering ahead on the back of an 
unexpected pick-up in demand from 
Europe, Japan and the United States, 
prompting economists to raise their 
2006 growth forecasts, a Reuters 
quarterly poll shows 

Since the previous poll conducted in 
January, analysts have upgraded their 
economic growth outlook for major Asia 
Pacific economies, barring Indonesia, 
‘Thailand, Australia and New Zealand. 

Japan was not part of the quarterly 
poll. 

Reflecting the growth optimism, 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIO 


2-MONTH PROGRAM 


foreigners have bought a net $18 bil- 
lion in shares in South Korea, India, 
Indonesia, Taiwan, Thailand and the 
‘Philippines this year, Nomura Inter- 
national data showed, driving some 
of those markets to record highs. 

‘The Reuters poll showed China re- 
mains the region's economic power- 
house with its economy, which analysts 
say is now the world’s fourth-largest, 
expected to grow 9.5 percent this year 

While that pointed to a modest 
slowdown from a pace of 9.9 percent 
in 2005, the forecast is a few ticks 
above the 9.2 percent growth predict- 


ed in a Reuters poll in January. 

The latest fillip to Asian economies 
came from Europe and Japan, provid- 
ing an added impetus to demand for 
Asia's electronics, consumer goods 
and commodity exports. 

Until last year most of that burden 
was shouldered by the United States. 

In some countries, such as South Ko- 
rea, Singapore and Hong Kong, an up- 
turn in consumption due to rising wages 
from a tight jobs market and revenues 
from tourism have boosted the services 
industries and provided another engine. 
for the local economies. Reuters. 
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Shoo is on the other put 


FOR THE SEC, IT SEEMS THE SHOE IS ON 
theother foot. 

Recently, a unit of the SEC called the “cor- 
poration finance department" threatened to 
penalize the GSIS, or mainly its boss, presi- 
dent and general manager Winston Garcia, 
the Cebu hometown boy who dared to fight 
the SM group of mall operator Henry Sy 
(whose BDO wants to take over EPCIB at the 
expense of the GSIS). 

The SEC department “directed” the 6515 
to disclose the buyer of its EPCIB holdings 
at the reported price of P95 per share or 
else.. 

Reason: The information may "materially 
affect" the publicly listed EPCIB. 

Now, the supposedly secret SEC “directive” 
landed in various news reports. Obviously, 
somebody leaked it to media. It all had the 
makings of a shakedown. 

In his response to the SEC, Garcia noted 
that the SEC was, in effect, compelling a stock 
market investor to disclose the identity of the 
buyer of its stocks—even before the transac- 
tionis done. 

From now on, anybody who is interested in 
buying stocks—say it crossed your 
mind—must disclose such an intent to the 
SECorelse.. 

IT SO happens that the “unnamed” buyer of 
Garcia was BDO itself of the SM group. 

So there, the unnamed buyer of the GSIS 
alarmed the SEC so much that it even threat- 
елей to punish the GSIS, only for the SEC to 
find out that the buyer was the similarly listed 
company BDO. 

BDO did not disclose its offer to buy out the 
GSIS at P95 per. It follows that the SEC should 
investigate BDO in the same way it is threat- 
ening GSIS, right? 


N Сап ELITE's New 10722-8888 


Banal III. 


Wrong! We all know the SEC department 
only wanted to harass Garcia. Maybe that 
should shoo him away from the SM group's 
takeover bid for EPCIB. 

То think, the SEC commissioners did not 
know about the SEC shakedown against Gar- 
са 
AND SO the SM group offered а fantastic 
price for the EPCIB holdings of GSIS. The 
same SM group did not offer the same price to 
the “other” pension fund SSS. 

After all, SSS only has tens of millions of 
‘working class members who can just take to 
the streets to protest against this cute admin- 
istration! 

You see, in December 2003, or before the 
now-famous presidential elections in May 
2004, the SSS agreed to sell its EPCIB hold- 
ings to the SM group for P43 ashare. 

Look at that—P95 for the GSIS and P43 for 
the 555 stake. This is outrageous. 

Under the takeover (disguised as a merger) 
scheme of Henry Sy's daughter Tessie Sy-Co- 
son, EPCIB would get a valuation of only P56 
a share. 

Yet the SSS, unlike the GSIS, did not even 
saya single word against the takeover propos- 
al. The SSS even seemed to have fallen in love 
with it 

As a member of the 555, 1 would have 
wanted the SSS management to raise hell 
over such an unfair treatment from the SM 
group. Maybe the SM group thinks that the 
555 members are second-class citizens. For 
why does the SM group disdain the SSS so 
much, the SM group cannot care less how the 
555 members will react to all that decep- 
tion? 

FRANKLY we, members of the SSS, cannot 
fault the SM group for trying to take advan- 
tage of us. That is business. Immoral, sure, 
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мт Hypertrack is а 2-month comprehensive medical transcription 
training program specially designed for medical and qualifed 
alied health course students or graduates. 


butstill business! 

Ме must blame the SSS management for 
not lifting a finger while somebody tries to 
rape us. For why must the SSS even enter- 
tain that “rape” proposal from the SM 
group? 

То me, the SSS should just join the GSIS 
in bidding out their EPCÍB holdings, since 
together they can command a better 
price. 

A couple of big banks, both domestic and 
foreign, already expressed interest in ac- 
quiring the holdings of the SSS and the 
GSIS. 

Yet the SSS keeps on siding with the SM 
group that wants to put one over us, Why? I 
don't know і it's all the work of SSS president 
Corazon dela Paz. 

Tris nevertheless widely known in the SSS 
that Dela Paz travelled a lot abroad on 555 ех- 
pense account, not to mention the SSS ex- 
pense of P2 million to P4 million a month оп 
an office in Makati 
for an "international 
organization." 

And this is the 
person who did not 
even want Gloriaet- 
ta to remain аз Presi- 
dent. Dela Paz is a 
bigshot in the 
Makati — Business 
Club, which called 
for the resignation 
of Gloriaetta last 
year. And so despite 
her opposition to 
Gloriaetta, Dela Paz 
remains the 555 
boss, getting away 
with all the perks. In 
turn, she sells the 
SSS members down 
the river. Why is 
Malacahang blind to 
all those? 
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SEEN at the house of 
Henry Sy at the 
‘Tagaytay Woodlands, 
which is part of the 
Tagaytay Highlands, 
which in tum is 
owned by the taipan, 
was Gloriaetta her- 
self. 

That was during 
the December holi- 
days in 2003, the 
year before the now- 
famous presidential 
elections of Мау 
2004. 

1 ат not kidding, 
that’s how powerful 
Нему Sy has be- 
come. The President 
of the Republic went 
to see him in his vaca- 
tion house. 

Аз if by coinci- 
dence, around that 
time, in December 
2003, our beloved 
SSS held a marathon 
meeting that lasted 
way past midnight, to 
decide to sell its 
shares in EPCIB at a 
bargain price. Well, 
to the same SM 
group! 
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among the lowest in China, Hong Kong, In- 
the region along with dia, Indonesia, Japan, 
Indonesia, according Korea, Malaysia, Sin- 
to a survey of SMEs gapore, Taiwan, and 
in Asia. ‘Thailand. 

Logistics service Respondents be- 
firm UPS, which longed to various sec- 
funded the study tors like automotive, 
dubbed UPS Asia electronics and electi- 
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terday said that three and $10 million (about 
ош of 10 local SMEs P255 milion and 
think their businesses Р510 million) yearly 
would remain the and the average SME 


RP plans to tap 
ODAs to answer 
funding needs 


Doris C. Dumiao 


DUMAGUETE CITY—THE PHILIPPINES MAY 
tap cheaper official development assistance 
to answer part of the remaining $900 million 
in foreign funding needs for the rest of the 
year instead of raising everything from com- 
mercial offshore bond floats, Finance Secre- 
tary Margarito Teves said. 

. Fresh from a series of country roadshows 
held in London and the United States, Teves 
said that investor sentiment on the Philippines 
is very upbeat, making it easier for the country 
to rum to the offshore debt market anytime. 

"There are so many combinations we can 
work on,” Teves told visiting business reporters 
‘Tuesday night. “We can even go domestic 
‘The remaining $900 million (in foreign fund- 
ing requirement) isa figure we can work on." 

‘He added that the government need not re- 
sort to foreign commercial borrowings to 
raise the amount. 

“ODA is cheaper,” Teves explained, 

‘Teves said any fresh foreign borrowing 
plan would be jointly evaluated by the De- 
partment of Finance, Bureau of Treasury and 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

“As long as there's an advantage for us, 
we'll be replacing the Brady bonds with new 
issues," Teves said. “Well try to make it easier 
for us because Вгайу bonds are expensive.” 

‘The Philippines is set to buy back up to 
$411 million in Brady bonds this June, taking 
advantage of the strong peso. The country 
hopes to pursue the same external debt man- 
agement tack followed by some Latin Ameri- 
can countries that had bounced back from its 
fiscal woes like Brazil, Mexico and Colombia. 
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елт. и ne Poros 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘San ligul дела Pasg Су 
INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLE 
CATON TO CHARGE ROYALTY 
FEE FOR DRECT CONNECTION 
ERCCASENO. 2005-28100 


pon 
MILLING COMPANY, INC. гыт ис eso, 
Rien 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID cose, 


NATONAL TRANSMISSION 
VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC., Victorias City, Negros Occidental wishes | | Comonsron Basos nc. 
to invite interested bidders/contractors to pre-qualify and to bid for the supply of labor, | | pen aoonasruaiace 
consumable materials, tools, equipment, supervision and technical expertise, test and MENT DEVELOPMENT CORPO- 
inspection and complete commissioning of the proposed Condensate Recovery ‘System, ль 
Boller Blowdown Flash Tanks based on the following Scope of Work covered by JR No. . 
32228A dated March 23, 2006 under CAPEX No. MBO-10-20-06 C. 
Interested bidders must submit the following pre-qualification requirements: 

Letter of intent with Interest to Bid 

ММС Accreditation papers for those who are not yet accredited 

Registered and in good standing with SEC or DTI 

Coriticate of Registration with BIR 

Certificate of Membership with SSS, Philhealth, НОМЕ, Pag-big, etc. 

Certificate from Department of Labor and Employment 

Has a good track record and satisfactory performance as attested to by at 

least three (3) clients 

Latest audited Financial Statements stamped by BIR and certified by a 

Certified Public Accountant 

Bidding kis are available at the MCD Office and at Makati Office on April 27 to May 
5, 2006, after payment of a non-refundable fee of P500.00. Kindly submit the needed 
requirements on or before May 10, 2006 to qualify to bid. The pre-bidding conference will 
be held on May 12, 2006, at the VMC HRD Training Center at 2:30 P.M. The commercial 
bidding will be announced thereafter. 

For further inquiries, please contact Messrs. Carlos S. Quiatchon or Dan C. 
Labrador at VMC Millsit at telephone numbers (034) 399-3696 to 97 and (local) 2351 
ог 2309, and Mr. Ernesto "Toto" Oligo at УМС Makati Office at telephone numbers 
(02)899-0485 and (02)890-7061. Also visit our website www.victoriasmilling.com ande- 
тай us at mod Gvictoriasmilling.com. 

Victorias Milling Company, Inc., reserves the right to reject any or ай bids without 
offering any reason, to waive any required formality therein, and to make an award to ће 
biader whose proposal is most advantageous to the Company. The Company assumes 
по obligation to compensate or indemnify the bidderis for any expense/s or loss that they 
may incur in the preparation ofthe bids, nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made. 


(Sgd.) TERESITA V. ILAGAN 
Chairperson, Senior Bidding Committee 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
OF STOCKHOLDERS OF 
CAGAYAN DE ORO COLLEGE, INC. 


Please be notified of the Annual 
Meeting of Stockholders of Cagayan De 
Oro College, Inc. to be held on 08 May 2006 
at 3:00 p.m. at Cagayan De Oro College, 
Respondents. Inc., Max Suniel Street, Carmen, Cagayan 
EEPE ENE, De Oro City with the following Agenda: 
ete hey grt gy Cr Nog Due Call to Order 
der Ве charging o royalty ees lor rect connocion agaist Notice and Quorum 

Approval of Appointment of 
External Auditor for Fiscal Years 
2004-2005 and 2005-2006 
Reading and Approval of Annual 
Report and Audited Financial 
Statements for Fiscal Year 
2004-2005 
Increase in Par Value of Shares 
Increase in Authorized Capital 
Stock 


со cand al ek en ce 
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p PE . Amendment of By-Laws 
Nm à 
eed Increase in Number of Trustees 
E repre 


Соло her Gor алі rri lo paca cie v e 9. Election of Trustees 
распону rayas ба be he Gat tuam Pay may 
be rastad wn copes Ве ciclos by Pe гдан. whichis 10. Other Matters 
Sososcsin иса Paper rer s аре : 

1. Adjournment 


retium в ace Lia n Sen parat 
алге те spica ex one pare ers dh a 
Stockholders of record as of 12 April 
2006 are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, 


Калыс ута шл жа ыл. 
теза ве Hecate RODOLFO в. LAND. 
this meeting. 


Crasman. ani the Honorable Commssioners JESUS N. 
ALCOROO and ALEJANDRO Z. ВАЯМ Ра 7h dol Mar 
poet 
(Spd) MARIA TERESA A RAMIREZ CASTAREDA 
Essen Decor m 
rapea 2 & May 3 00 


(POL Ap 2006) 


Copies of the Information Statement, 
apart from those given to the stockholders 
at their addresses on record, shall be 
provided upon request. 


[Po -apen 27, 2008) 


OBITUARIES ROTC OF SS 


THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ken Neon 


mourns the passing away of ачса 


P25M Bldg For Sale 
Масал Possession or 
Wah Tenant 
(Collegeof Nus 
а FEMALE 
Ces 1 узо 


ШЕ 
кыа CONTACT NOS. 245-69-90 + 245-75-50 


0915-6251228 
MARIE OR MYLENE 
MR. SIONY SY 


SKIN DISEASES. FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


ALLERGIES RE-CUARENT 


His Excellency, 


JUSTO ORTEGA ORROS, JR. 


Ambassador to Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
TIT Nicaragua, Panama and Belize | 


WE BUY 
atHIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
p 
5546583 5897041 
0917-8473744 


KELODPAPSMEAR 
имли ecu 
d 
Cubao, Q.C. 
взше GPU MON. to SAT] 


LOOK FOR 


HOUSE M LOT а SALE 
‘WORTH 13 ALON 


He was former Mayor of San Fernando, La Union from 1980-1988 
and his motto was ONWARD TOGETHER which is now 
incorporated in the City of San Fernando Hymn. 


More Classified Ads on 
pages A20, A21 & A24. 


We extend our sympathies to his bereaved wife, Jocelyn Abrogat; 
his children, Board Member Jonathan Justo and his wife Raquel 
Singson, Dr. Justo Manuel Jr., Joseph Joaquin and his wife Joyce 
Carol Сайта; his brothers and sisters, Agustin, Joaquin, Rosario | 
and her husband Ernesto Jalandoni, Remedios and her husband | 
‘Antonio Sityar, Manuel and his wife Martha Moreno; | 
| 


Уе E L| Death Notices 
¢ JOVITA GOMEZ CRUZ 4 RESTITUTO G. DAIT, SR. 


| granddaughter, Francine Singson Orros, other relatives and friends 


eae one nt Lind 


| His remains lie in state at the Diego Silang Hall, Provincial Capitol, | 
City of San Fernando. Necrological Service of the City will be held 
on Friday, April 28, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. and the Province of La Union 

on Saturday, April 29, 2006 at 9:30 a.m. | 

| 


m April 20,2006 a the ape of 8 

Her toring husband Sergio Sr. (f: children Sergio Jr. & Lita, Lina & 
Oscar Eddie, Corazon & Gerard, and Victor: her grandchildren Rodney 
Stare Kimberly. Rachelle, Peer & Rowena, Kari. Dada; Tiny & Stevie. Pakay 
{trick Curatopcr Florence, Nicle& Douglas: her great prandchildnen, relatives 
E scd roges ie po rendens to pray for the eral repune of ber soui. 


Mer remains Бе in state at Mi. Carmel Church, New Manila, Quezon City. 


of Tambuco, Goa, Camarines Sur 
Died peacefully on April 25, 2006 
"a the age of 74 
His dy lies in state at his residence in Tambuco, 
ооз, Camarines Sur. Interment will be announced ter. 


LAURA O. SOMO 


рик Mas wil оп Saterday, Api 2, 2006 a 9:00am. Cremation follows at 


His body will be brought to the St. William's Cathedral on the same, e эш 
day for the 3:00 p.m. Mass that will precede his interment at bine, ak 
the San Fernando City's cemetery. 


Died peacefully on April 24, 2006 at the age of 80. 


Her body ies at Somo Memorial Chapel, Rizal cor. 
Gomez 51. Cagayan de Oro City. 


“ „absent 
from 

the body 
to be 
present 
with the 


The Directors, Management and Staff of 


PACC Shipping Phils., Inc. 


condole with the family of 


Capt. Gaylord B. Malagad 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on April 24, 2006, at age 45. 


He is survived by wife, Philna, 
and his three daughters, Gail Kay, Gayleen and Gayphil 


MR RE 
ү ORLANDO “Orly” B. VENUS 


of Project 4, Quezon City and Bangued, Abra. 
Peacefully joined our Lord and his parents Milio & Moring 
оп April 24, 2006 at the age of 55. 
His bereaved wife Noida; child Ralph; brothers Dante, Emilio, Nestor; sister 
Lorna; uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, cousins and other relatives and friends request 
the pious renders to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Loyola Memorial Chapels, (Chapel 3 & 4), Marikina 
Cremation will be on Sunday, April 30, 2006 at the Loyola Memorial Crematorium, 


M Marikina after the 8:00AM Mass. 


We request readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Card of G hanks 
We, the family of the late 


SOLEDAD DE PERIO- | 
CORPUS 


peep CRG 
am - 04 


Our Dearly Beloved 


AMELIA ALVAREZ AQUITANIA 


Peacefully joined aur Lord 
оп April 24, 2006 at the age of 79. 
Her loving brothers and sisters-in-Inw Roberto & Elisa, Fred & 
and Larry & Lorie Aquitania, nieces and nephews. 


(NT m 


Employee of B. Braun Medica! Supplies, Inc. 


Diei in the Grace of our Lord. 
он April 22, 2006 at the age of 51. 


He is survived by his mother Cresencia Jumao-as; 


of Subic, Zambales and Quezon 
City express our gratitude to 
those who shared with us their 
love, prayers and support in our 
time of mourning. 


wife Arlyn Ledesma and children Mary Margaret, 
John Ace, Regine Dawn, Pamela Mae, June Marigold, 
Lyle Jeanne and Jan Orland; sisters Charo Jumao-as, 
Cielito Jumao-as-Dillon; and brothers Zosimo Jumao-as, Jr. 
and Oliver Jumao-as. 


His body now lies in tale at Rolling Hills | 
Funeral Homes, Cebu City. 


Interment tobe announced later. ESP 
- — 


grandchildren, and all relatives and friends request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of her soul, 


Нег remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, Chapel B, 
12 б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment wil be on April 29, 2006 at the Holy Cross Memorial 
Park, Novaliches, Quezon City after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


AFTER REGISTERING A 42-РЕАСЕМТ 
increase in electricity sales in the first quar- 
ter, power distribution giant Manila Elec- 
tric Co. expects its sales to grow by 2.8 per- 
cent this year. 

Tn a briefing yesterday, Meralco presi- 
dent and chief operating officer Jesus Fran- 
cisco said the company’s sales volume 
should grow at a higher rate of 2.8 percent 
this year, against the 0.6-percent growth 
registered from 2004-2005. 

Meralco vice president and utility eco- 
nomics head Ivanna De la Pena had earlier 
said that this year’s growth would mainly 
come from the commercial sector. 

Tn the January-March period, Meralco 
saw power sales increase by 4.2 percent to 
5,824 gigawatt-hours (GWh), driven most- 
ly by increases in one-day power sales 
(ODPS) to the industrial sector and higher 
temperature and humidity. 

AS with the past quarters, the commer- 


Meralco sees sales growing 2.8% 


cial sector led overall growth, with volume 
increasing by 6 percent in the first three 
months of the year. 

Power demand from the transport sub- 
segment rose 30.4 percent, fueled by the 
increasing ridership of the Light Вай Tran- 
sit lines 1 and 2 and the Edsa Metro Rail 
Transit 3. 

‘The full operation of five new SM malls 
caused demand from the retail trade sub- 
segment to jump 25-1 percent. 

"The continued proliferation of call cen- 
ters and other business process outsourc- 
ing (BPO)-related activities resulted in a 
2.8-percent demand growth from the real 
estate sector 

Francisco attributed the increase in 
‘ODPS, a program that Meralco is imple- 
‘menting in cooperation with the National 
Power Corp., to the high cost of bunker. 

In the first quarter, demand from the in- 
dustrial sector grew 5.4 percent, fueled by 
the paper manufacturing, plastics manufac- 
turing and electrical machinery sub-sectors. 


ING remains 
bullish on RP 


ING INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT PHILIP- 
pines, a top retail fund manager, is still bullish 
оп the stock market despite higher oil prices. 
ING chief investment officer Paul Joseph Gar- 
cia said following an ING briefing on emerg- 
ing markets at Ayala Tower One in Makati 
yesterday that companies were poised to 
“weather the tough times” as they have tried 
toreduce debt and cut on expenses. 

“Corporate earnings will be resilient. We 
have had a three-year winning streak in the 
stock market. We haven't seen that trend in al- 
mosta decade," Garcia said. 

"Companies are more prepared for the 
tough times despite the pressure from crude 
oil prices, and given that they are leaner over 
the past few years. We are still overweight on. 
equities,” he added. 

He also said he expected the stock market 
to generate a return of 15 percent for in- 
vestors this year. 

The benchmark Philippine Stock Exchange 
composite index yesterday climbed 14.59 
points, or 0.7 percent , to 2,247.14, cheering 
the government's announcement that it will 
stick to its fiscal reforms, 

A possible suspension of the value-added 
tax on petroleum produets, which was earlier 
being studied would be the lastoption. Eliza- 
beth L. Sanchez 


Surging crude 
аы 

the price difference 
said. 

‘A part of the Arroyo administration's fiscal 
and economic reforms, the VAT is aimed at 
generating more revenues to plug a gaping 
budget deficit. 

‘The President's economic managers earlier 
assured the public that the VAT would have а 
"very minimal impact” on the prices of basic 
goods, oil and petroleum products as well аз 
other services. 

With the VAT implementation, Malacafiang 
had ordered the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry to monitor the prices of commodities. 
The DTI, on the other hand, vowed that it 
would “not allow unscrupulous vendors from 
preying on the public.” 


SSS eyes ... 


From page Bl 


” an agriculture official 


43.50. It would be стату” SSS president Cora- 
топ dela Paz told the Inqumen. 

The Sy Group earlier said it was also will- 
ing to raise its offer price for the shares pend- 
ing resolution of the Supreme Court сазе. 

Dela Paz noted that the selling price would 
be hinged on the prevailing stock market con- 
ditions once the Supreme Court shall have de- 
cided on a case that earlier caused the suspen 
sion of a deal between SSS and Banco de Oro. 

‘A group that consisted of politicians and 
pension plan holders questioned the transac- 
tion price and terms of the deal 


Ratings ... 


From page BI 


“Asia in general has a high credit rating, but 
Indonesia and the Philippines still have a lot 
of homework to do,” Drijkoningen said in a 
press briefing yesterday. 

The Philippines’ credit ratings with major 
international ratings firms are all below in- 
vestment grade. But the government’ fiscal 
authorities are hoping current fiscal reforms 
would convince rating agencies that the coun- 
try'scredit standing is impro 

Joel Kim, senior investment manager, ac- 
knowledged the government's efforts to put 
its fiscal house in order. 

"The deficit is declining, but the (deb) 
stock is still not shrinking. It will take some 
years before the debt goes down to sustain- 
able levels,” Kim said in the same briefing. He 
explained that the debt would only go down 
once the government posts a budget surplus, 
thus removing the necessity to borrow more. 

The government's budget deficit stood at 
P146.8 billion last year and is programmed to 
go down to P125 billion this year. 

Kim expressed confidence that the govern- 
ment would be able to hit or even surpass its 
deficit-reduction target for the year given the 
Improvements in its revenue collection. 


Хв 


DMCI sells Semirara shares 
to stock broker for P195M 


Construction firm sells 6.3 million shares at P31 eacli 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


CONSTRUCTION GIANT DMCIHOLD- 
ings Inc. said yesterday it sold Р195 
million worth of its shares in coal min- 
ing unit Semirara Mining Corp. tostock 
broker CLSA Phils Inc. 

DMCI said the sale was in line with 
an earlier board resolution to sell 
16.5 million Semirara shares. 

DMCI said the transaction invo 
ing the sale of 6.3 million Semirara 
shares at P31 apiece was completed 
yesterday. 

Semirara shares closed at P28 each 
yesterday, down S percent from the 
previous close of P29.50. 

The coal mining company earlier 


said its net profit last year surged 11 
percent to P1.6 billion, from the pre- 
vious year's restated net profit P1.4 
billion, buoyed by higher coal prices. 

‘The amount translates to PS.469 in 
earnings а share, the company said in 
a statement to the Philippine Stock 
Exchange. 

In 2005, average coal prices in- 
creased 12 percent to P2,205 a metric 
ton from P1,974 the previous year. 

Revenues consequently grew 10 
percent to P5.6 billion from Р5.1 bil- 
lion. 

Production increased to a record 
high of 2.9 million metrictons of coal 
up 16 percent over the previous years 
2.5 million metric tons. 


This was attributed to additi 
production and support ёфїрїїїї 
deployed under its continuing expan- 
sion and modernization program. 

Sales volume, however, dipped 
slightly by 34 thousand metric tons or 
1 percent to 2.48 million metric tons 
in 2005 from 2.513 million méirie 
tons in 2004, largely because of the 
prolonged maintenance shutdoyfh at 
the National Power Corp.'s second 
coal fired power plant in Сайса, 
Batangas. 

Deliveries to Саша in 2005 
dropped to 1.22 million metric бїз 
from 2004 sales volume of 1.45 mil- 
lion metric tons, or lower by 16 per- 
cent. 
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Only HP Integrity Servers allow you to run your 
choice of operating systems. 
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Shares close higher 


From page BI 


Volume was 2.17 billion shares 
worth P2.39 billion. Gainers out- 
numbered losers 61 to 31, and 55 
stocks were flat. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves said the government was 
studying measures to ease the im- 


pact of rising oil prices on con- 
sumers, while keeping its fiscal 
consolidation program on track. 
Press Secretary Ignaco Bunye 
said the proposed lifting of a 12- 
percent value-added tax on fuel 
‘would be considered, but will be 


the last priority. 

“Though we recognize that this 
move would be one way to reduce 
the pressure on consumer spending, 
we believe it fails to take into consid- 
eration the long-term benefits о the. 
economy" said Nadine Javellana of 
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PUYAT FLOORING PRODUCTS INC. 

2nd Floor, ENZO Bidg., 399 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 

‘Tel: 897-3870 > Trunkline: 890-9697 Customer Service Hotline: 895-2589 / 2593 - Fax No.: 897-6262 
Website: www.apotilo.com * E-mait:pypi@apotile. сот 


Macquarie Research Equities. 
Nestor Aguila of DA Market Setu- 
sities said “the darification from the 
Palace and the finance department 
provided investors some relief” 
Most actively traded PLDT fin- 


ished up P10 at P1,995. АЕР 


Bring your old PCs or notebooks 
to the NEO Booth at Atrium B, SM Megamall 
(near French Baker) from April 27 - May 1, 2006 


discount voucher of P10,000 

IE} Present the discount voucher upon purchase 
of NEO Q-Note Empriva S40NX 

to participating dealers 


‘Take home your NEO Q-Note Empriva S40NX 


intel. 


For more intonation ба 633-NEO2 (839-6362) 
Visit ош ләте DIGITAL PLAYGROUND 
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Series of 2006. See Nyers for more details. 


Discover APO Floors’ display of new products, technology and business opportunities at our 
Convention & Construction Expo (CONEX) on April 27 - 30, 2006 at the World Trade Center. 


Visit us at Booth Nos. B1 - B4 & B8 - B11. 
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Day 1 

(April 27) 

8:00 am - Thanksgiving mass 

9:00 am - Opening of exhibit 
10:00 am - Opening ceremonies 
12:00 nn - Lunch & canditates' foru! 
1:30 pm - Seminar module 1 

2:00 pm - Convocation of fellows 
6:00 pm - Honor dinner. 


Day 2 
(April 28) 
9:00 am - Seminars 


42:00 am - Lunch with Boysen paint 


4:30 pm - Seminars 
6:30 pm - Award & exhibition night 


Day 3 

(April 29) 

7:00 am - Sagip Manila Bay 
9:00 am - Seminars 


11:00 ami - General assembly and 
closing ceremonies 


5:00 am - Ecumenical mass 


6:00 am - Fellowship night 
“Party Around the World” 
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Be part of the coastal clean-t 


SAGIP MANILA BAY: 


“Udyok ng Arkitektong Pil 


April 29, 


Baywalk, Roxas Boulevard, 


Manila 
Sagip Manila Bay 


ARCHITECTS 


Filipino arc! 
starting today at the Manila 


“This year’s convention is a 
fitting avenue for to empower Filipino 
architects and to discover their 
potential to be an 'archi-preneur, an 
architect-entrepreneur," said Edric 
Marco C. Florentino, fuap, UAP's 
national president. 


KC Liong, international asset. 
management specialist and honorary 
president of the EasternRegional 
Organization for Planning and 
Housing (EAROPH), a global body 
of architects, leads foreign and local 
speakers in arming Filipino architects 
with added skills and knowledge to 
complement traditional building design 
services. The roster of eminent 
resource persons include Eloisa P. 
Tinio of the Entrepreneur School of 
Asia, architect-glass sculptor Ramon 
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itects under the United Architects of the Philipp 


Hotel and 


Оппа, former UAP national president 
Enrique О. Olonan, Dean Prosperidad 
Luis ofthe UP College of Architecture, 
and respected architects Albclardo 
Tolentino and Gilbert Yu. 


From them, convention 
delegates expect to learn the art and 
science of enterprise and hone their 
entrepreneurial skills to maximize the 
value of their services to society. 


A unique feature of the UAP 
convention is the holding of a 
spectacular construction industry 
exhibition at the World Trade Center, 
dubbed as CONEX 2006, where close 
1o 400 of the country's leading building 
suppliers showcase the latest 
technological developments. 


architects, CONEX 2006 is open for 
public viewing at 10am to 6pm from 
April 27 to 30. A good number of 
exhibitors will offer outright discounts 
to buyers for the duration of CONEX 
2006 

On the morning of April 29, 
Convention delegates along with 
hundreds of students of metropolitan 
architectural colleges will roll up their 
sleeves in а coastal clean-up drive 
called "Sagip Manila Bay:Udyok ng 
Arkitektong Pilipino."par. 


As well, Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza and winners of earth-friendly 
beauty titles are expected to join the. 
architects at Roxas Boulevard’s 
Baywalk, where activities will start. 


K TO EXPAND SERVICES, TREAD NEW GRO 


ines (UAP) will be holding their three-day 32nd 
World Trade Center. With the theme, 
opportunities in expanding the services о 


“Sagip Manila Bay” will cover a 
two-kilometer stretch of Manila 
Bay's shoreline 


The convention caps UAP's 
string of successes in the year. 
Florentino said that 2005 saw active 
local government support to the 
implementation of КА 9266, known 
as the Architecture Act of 2004, 
which exclusively reserves to 
Filipino architects the right to prepare 
and seal architectural documents. 
Under the law, building engineers 
can no longer prepare and seal such 
documents. 


Florentino also cited an 
economic cooperation program 
called APEC Register, which 
mutually recognizes professional 
qualifications 
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UAP National Convention 
“The Rise of the Archi-preneur,” 
ffered by the architecture profession to the public. 


the convention will tackle 


among 21 member economies thus 
giving accredited Filipinos the right 
o practice architecture overseas. 


"For us, keeping up the good 
work means expanding capabilitiesand 
engaging in areas of service that have 
not been fully tapped by local 
architects," he said. 


Internationally recognized, 
UAP is a member of Union 
Internationale des Architectes (UIA), 
Architects Regional Council-Asia 
(ARCASIA), and the Eastern Regional 
Organization for Planning and 
Housing (EAROPH). 


RA 9266 has designated ОАР 
аз the country's Integrated and 
Accredited Professional Organization 
of Architects (IAPOA). 
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Day 1 

(April 27) 

8:00 am - Thanksgiving mass 
9:00 am - Opening of exhibit 
10:00 am - Opening ceremonies. 


12:00 пп - Lunch & canditates' forum 


1:30 pm - Seminar module 1 
2:00 pm - Convocation of fellows 
6:00 pm - Honor dinner 


Day 2 

(April 28) 

9:00 am - Seminars. 
12:00 am - Lunch with Boysen paint 
1:30 pm - Seminars 

6:30 pm - Award & exhibition night 


Day 3 

(April 29) 

7:00 am - Sagip Manila Bay 

9:00 am - Seminars 

11:00 ami - General assembly and 
closing ceremonies 

5:00 am - Ecumenical mass 

6:00 am - Fellowship night. 
“Party Around the World" 
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Architects of the Philippines (UAP) will 
Hotel and World Trade Center. With the theme, 


SEEK TO EXPAND SERVICES, TREAD NEW GROUN 


opportunities in expanding the services offered by the architecture profession to the public. 


"This year's convention is a. 
fitting avenue for to empower Filipino 
architects and to discover their 
potential to be an ‘archi-preneur,” ап 
architect-entrepreneur,” said Edric 
Marco C. Florentino, fuap, UAP's 
national president. 


KC Liong, international asset 
management specialist and honorary 
president of the EasternRegional 
Organization for Planning and 
Housing (EAROPH), a global body 
of architects, leads foreign and local 
speakers in arming Filipino architects 
with added skills and knowledge to 
complement traditional building design 
services. The roster of eminent 
resource persons include Eloisa P. 
Tinio of the Entrepreneur School of 
Asia, architect-glass sculptor Ramon 


Orlina, former UAP national president 
Enrique О. Olonan, Dean Prosperidad 
Luis of the UP College of Architecture, 
and respected architects Albelardo 
Tolentino and Gilbert Yu. 


From them, convention 
delegates expect to learn the art and 
science of enterprise and hone their 
entrepreneurial skills to maximize the 
value of their services to society. 


А unique feature of the ОАР 
convention is the holding of a 
spectacular construction industry 
exhibition at the World Trade Center, 
dubbed as CONEX 2006, where close 
10400 of the country's leading building 
suppliers showcase the latest 
technological developments.. 


architects, CONEX 2006 is open for 
public viewing at 10am to 6pm from 
April 27 to 30. A good number of 
exhibitors will offer outright discounts 
to buyers for the duration of CONEX 
2006 

On the morning of April 29, 
convention delegates along with 
hundreds of students of metropolitan 
architectural colleges will roll up their 
sleeves in a coastal clean-up drive 
called "Sagip Manila Bay:Udyok ng 
Arkitektong Pilipino."par. 


As well, Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza and winners of earth-friendly 
beauty titles are expected to join the. 
architects at Roxas Boulevard's 
Baywalk, where activities will start. 
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The convention caps UAP's 
string of successes in the year. 
Florentino said that 2005 saw active 
local government support to the 
implementation of RA 9266, known 
as the Architecture Act of 2004, 
which exclusively reserves to 
Filipino architects the right to prepare 
and seal architectural documents, 
Under the law, building engineers 
сап no longer prepare and seal such 
documents. 


Florentino also cited an 
economic cooperation program 
called APEC Register, which 
mutually recognizes professional 
qualifications 
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be holding their three-day 32nd UAP National Convention 
“The Rise of the Archi-preneur,” the convention will tackle 


among 21 member economies thus 
giving accredited Filipinos the right 
to practice architecture overseas. 


"For us, keeping up the good 
work means expanding capabilitiesand 
engaging in areas of service that have 
not been fully tapped by local 
architects," he said. 


Internationally recognized, 
ЧАР is a member of Union 
Internationale des Architectes (UIA), 
Architects Regional Council-Asia 
(ARCASIA), and the Eastem Regional 
Organization for Planning and 
Housing (EAROPH). 


RA 9266 has designated ОАР 
as the country's Integrated and 
Accredited Professional Organization 
of Architects (IAPOA). 
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Japan sentiment on RP up 


Rating still on the negative side, but improvement seen 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


JAPANESE FIRMS’ BUSINESS SENTIMENT 
‘on the Philippines has improved slightly to a 
negative rating of 8.8 in April from a negative 
10.1 posted last month, according to a 
monthly survey by the Japain External Trade 
Organization. 

Jetro data, which reflects overall confi- 
dence for Southeast Asia, show that Japanese 
companies and affiliates doing business in the 
country have given the Philippines a negative 

| diffusion index in the past 12 consecutive 


months. In April 2005, the country's rating 
plunged from a positive 1.6. 

Also, the report said business sentiment for 
the country over the next two or three months 
would further improve to a rating of negative. 
06. 

Jetro said the overall sentiment for the 
original members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations—including Thai- 
land, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singa- 
pore—was expected to improve to 0.5 from 
negative 3.5. 

The poll showed that the region was bene- 
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earned us honors of the highest distinction. 
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fitting from favorable domestic and overseas 
demand for electric and electronic machinery, 
as well as transportation machinery. 

‘The aim of the survey is to provide up-to- 
date information on business conditions in 
Asia to help companies develop more effec- 
tive strategies. 

Jetro polls the companies, measuring year- 
on-year changes in their business outlooks for 
the current month, and over the next two or 
three months. The answers are expressed as 
DI, which is derived from the difference be- 
tween the ratio of positive and negative re- 
sponses. 

Firms were asked to compare earnings 
prospects, supply and demand, inventory, 
sales prices and accounts receivable with the 
same period a year earlier. 

When Jetro started the monthly poll in 
June 2001, the Philippines rated negative in 
the first 10 months, with the DI rating bot- 
toming at negative 40.9 in December 2001 
and peaking at 22.9 in September 2004. 


Coconut oil still 
expected to 
fetch high rates 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE EXPORT PRICE FOR COCONUT OIL 
(CNO) in the world market will remain within 
the high range of $570 to $600 per ton for the 
rest of the year due to increasing demand for 
cheaper bio-fuels in Europe and the United 
States, as well as for specialty vegetable oils in 
Asia, an industry official said. 

Also, the increasing capacities of oleo- 
chemical plants in Southeast Asia, including 
the country's Pilipinas Kao Corp. and Pan 
Century Inc., will ensure the high demand for 
CNO this year will be met, according to Dani- 
lo Coronacion of the Coconut Industry Invest- 
ment Fund (СПЕ) Group of Companies. 

СИЕ is one of the country’s largest coconut 
oil exporters, and accounts for close to 40 per- 
cent of total Philippine exports that, in 2005, 
grew by 6 percent to 1.02 million metric tons. 

Coronacion on Tuesday said that manufac- 


| turing companies in other countries have 


pushed up demand for oleochemicals, which 
has increased by 700,000 metric tons. 

Oleochemicals, also known as specialty 
fats, are used to manufacture shortening and 
other personal care products such as soaps 
and detergents. 

“This is aside from meeting the escalating 
demand for vegetable oils in China and In- 
dia,” he said. “This will keep prices at distinc- 
tively high levels.” 

Coronacion said that the high export rate will 
directly benefit small coconut farmers, as farm 
gate prices may increase from P16 to P17 per ki- 
Jo of copra meal—the raw form of coconut ой. 


UK bank sees 
double digit 
growth this year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


STANDARD CHARTERED BANK HAS PRO- 
jected thar it would achieve a double-digit 
revenue growth this year of at least 10 per- 
cent on account of intensified marketing of 
consumer bank products. 

Simon Yuen, the bank's senior vice presi- 
dent, said the growth projection applied both 
to gross revenucs and net income. But he de- 
clined to give absolute figures, saying the 
bank could not disclose specifie numbers. 

Although the bank expects expansion in 
revenues, the double-digit growth seen this 
year would still reflect a deceleration from 
the previous year when it registered a 200- 
percent growth in revenues. 

He said that with the high base of revenues 
last year, a growth of at least 10 percent this 
year would already be significant for the bank 

In terms of providing credit, however, Yuen 
said Standard Chartered would tightén its ap- 
proval of loan applications to avoid risk of be- 
ing trapped in high non-performing loans. 

He noted that the banking indusuy in general 
is experiencing an expansion in borrowings while 
the number of borrowers was stable. This means 
liabilities on a per-individual basis i rising. 

Yuen said the expected growth this year 
would be attributed to the rise in personal 
banking. One of the consumer banking prod- 
ucts it introduced this year was the Dream- 
Savers account, 

‘The savings account was designed basically 
for long-term savings and opened by parents 
for their of children. 

It is meant for children, Standard Chartered 
said, because the DreamSavers account fea- 
tures the bank's tie-up with Hong Kong Disney- 
land, being the offical bank ofthe latter. 
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Move over, Paul Newman 


EW SCENTS ARE AS GRATI- 
fying as freshly ground cof- 
fee, cinnamon rolls baking in 

the oven and newly popped corn! 

Popcorn is one of the oldest recorded snack 
foods. Some claim that it might have been a 
Stone Age snack. Evidence points to popping as 
the first use for com. 

During biblical times, there were accounts of 
“corn” stored in the pyramids of Egypt but that. 
was perhaps misunderstood because "corn" 
from the Bible was probably barley. The mis- 
take was in the misuse of "com," which was the 
general word for the most popular and widely 
used grain in a specific locale. 

In the early 16th century, Aztec Indians used 
corn in ceremonies to honor the gods. There 
was even a popcorn dance where young wom- 
en wore thick garlands of popcorn. 

In America, corn became popular in the 
1890s and until the Great Depression when it 
‘was one of the more affordable luxuries, Pop- 
com consumption tripled during World War П. 
Since sugar was sent overseas to the troops, 
there was not enough left in the US to make. 
candy. 

Popcorn’s popularity went on a decline when 
television took over and people went to the 
‘movies less. But thanks to home packs of ready- 
to-pop com and to the microwave craze, pop- 
com has made a comeback and is here to stay! 


Gourmet popcorn 

‘Americans of German descent started sugar 
com. In the 1800s, they cooked large batches in 
cast iron kettles over wood fire. As а treat, they 
added sugar. Over time, honey and molasses 
мете added while the corn was being popped. 
Thus, caramel popcorn as we know and love 
them so today! 

In the Philippines, theres a young man 
named Tony Elepafio who has been romancing 
thestove since a young age. 

‘The first business of this marketing graduate 
of Ateneo was toy importation. But somehow 
the kitchen continued to beckon, and when the 
Kitchen does, there's no stopping it! For him, it 
‘was a typical case of “first love never dies!” 

"Tony said he never wanted to own a restau- 
тай. To begin with, he had a good friend who 
once owned many and never seemed happy! 
Managing restaurants and the staff caused his 
friend major headaches, 

But one should never say never, for Elepaiio 
now owns Cajun Burgers and Ribs in Banawe. 
Yer, it was not enough. Somehow he wanted 
more and аге understandable. After all, he is 
young and the world is out there waiting to be 
conquered! 

Топу searched relentlessly for a concept that 
would work, Until one fine day, he thought of 
doing fresh caramel corn. He sat down with 
suppliers, designed his machine, had it made 
and tried out his popcorn recipe. He was happy 
yet uncertain if the public would accept it. Like 
any diligent marketing grad, he first did a mar- 
ket test on his product. 

Like a bemused child, he recounted the ex- 


PINOY popcorn king Anthony Elepaño 
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perience to me. “My parents are into real es- 
tate. In our province, we own a memorial park 
and that’s where I first sold my popcorn and it 
did so well. That inspired mel" And that was 
how Chef Tony's Gourmet Popcorn was born on 
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Oct. 30, 2005. 

From the original recipe, his popcom reper- 
toire has expanded. Now, he has pesto, cinna- 
mon roll, light, parmesan and premium (a 
blend of corn and nuts) in three variants: white 
chocolate walnut, almond mochachino and 
caramel pecan. 

My first experience with Chef Tonys 
Gourmet Popcom (Original Recipe) was 
through my sister. Or was it through my stu- 
dent? I may have forgotten who first brought. 
the tub of com to me but I remember how good 
it wasl One thing I will never forget though is 
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Ebun at Greenbelt 3 has a new look, 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


LIFESTYLE 


but the delicious down-home appeal 
of its food remains the same 


Text by Margaux Salcedo 
Contributor 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


HE MAKEOVER OF EBÜN IS EVI- / 
| dent once you step in through the 

lass doors of the restaurant. 
You get an instant feeling of swish, as 
the British say, and find yourself with a 
mindset of hip. The décor is "70s under- 
stated opulence, from the generous 
Grapes to the lamps to the etched glass 
seats. You immediately find yourself in a 
good mood, an appealing ambiance to соп. * 
{rast against the summer heat. That Tuck and 
Patti is playing in the background adds to the 
room’s tasteful appeal, Fresh flowers on the 
table get plus points for effort and style. 


Home-cooked favorites 

‘The menu, as well, has grown. Today, Еріп 
offers a wide array of home-cooked favorites, 
the list running the gamut from Chicharon 
Bulaklak to Paksiw Bangus Belly. One misses 
the former offerings of balut, but would be 
pleased to try other Kapampangan specialties 
that have made the new menu. 

‘One of the partners, Ricco Ocampo, is quick 
to clarify that Ebün is not limited to the re- 
gional delicacies. They aim to deliver various 
Filipino favorites but even better because they 
have what he calls “a Kapampangan flait.” A 
bold declaration like that is sometimes tough 
to back up, especially since Pampanga is 
known as the culinary center of the Philip- 
pines, a reputation well-earned and widely 
acknowledged. Pampanguefios are known for 
their passion for food and boast of excellent 
cooks. So you look forward to an experience 
nothing short of amazing. 

With no chef de cuisine and only home- 
trained cooks in the kitchen, Ebún inevitably 
has its fair share of hits and misses on this dec- 
laration. A hit, to be sure, is the Roast Pork 
Loin Humba (braised pork belly). 

Ocampo explains that the meat is slowly 
boiled to tenderness before roasting and the 
succulence later accentuated with a sweet ba- 
nana flavor for edge. For this dish, it is clear 


EBUN'S classy 
makeover: a return. 
to 70s swish 


ў EVERYTHING fresh, 
рт from food 
3 tothe flowers 
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w in this makeover 
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АТАЅТЕ of cute: Ribboned steamed 
vegetables with buro and bagoong 


tage oe 


5 


HEALTHY alternative with Kapampangan 
flair: Lumpiang Cabalen 


ROAST Pork Loin Humba: Slowly boiled to tender perfection then accentuated with a sweet 


banana flavor for edge 


that the process has been handled with care, 
which displays itself winningly bite after bite. 


X, Seafood bites 


For seafood lovers, a recommendable 
seafood plate is the grilled tuna. Unlike 
the grilled tuna that may be had almost 
anywhere nowadays, Ebtin’s is more 
juicy and flavorful. Ocampo says their 
Secretis in the way itis marinated. 

For strict vegetarians, like Ocamy 
himself, the Ризо ng Saguin Kilawin (ba- 
mana bud/heart cooked in vinegar) is a 
good choice. It is light and slightly sour as 
respectable kilawin should be. Another veg- 
etable recommendable is the Steamed Veg- 
etables with Burong Angeles at Bagoong. 

Buro is fermented rice with fish or small 

shrimps, also known as balo-balo. It is a fa- 

vorite Kapampangan delicacy usually served 
to suffix fried or grilled fish or, as in this case, 
boiled vegetables. 

For other delicacies, however, the spunky 
Pampanguefio bite is dearly missed even if it ap- 
peass that rigid cooking processes have been fol- 
lowed to the letter. For instance, it is exciting to 
order the Kare Kare Buntot ng Baka (stewed ox- 
tail) because, unlike most restaurants that use 
beef or tripe, there is a venture to serve oxtail, a 
very delectable part. Even better, in makin 
the stew, the cooks supposedly use peanuts 
that are specially ground for the kare-kare 
and not just your ordinary peanut butter. 

Yet bewilderingly the distinct peanut fa 

wor that breathes life into good Pam 

panguefio kare-kare is amiss. 

The presentation of the food, ^ 
however, is impressive. There's i 
a dose of cute while eating as 
you notice that the vegetables 
are not just laid out by the cook 
to mesh with the rest of the in- 
gredients on the plate or in the 
bowl. They are either folded or 
ribboned, like a neat little girls 
long hair. 1 wondered about this 
because, for Filipino cooking, in- 
gredients are usually allowed to 

wirl among each other to combine 

tastes and textures. 

‘Ocampo explains that in his ances- 
tral home in Pampanga, the veggies 
are always separated so the flavors of 
the individual ingredients сап stand 
ош or stand on their own. A different 
take on cooking, but it is at least 
visually appealing. 


Hit desserts 

Dessert is my fa- 
vorite part because 
with delicacies , 
brought in especially 
from. Pampanga, fla- 
vor and taste hit the 
bulls eye. Dont go 
home without trying 
Sussies Tibuk Tibok, 
which we call majablanca 
here in Manila. It is clearly creat- 
ed by Pampanga's townsfolk the old- 


SUSSIE'S Tibuk 
Tibok: Smooth and 
silky traditional 
majablanca 


fashioned way, therefore you can expect thatit GINATANG Halo 
is made of pure carabao's milk and with the withspecialshavedice yahoo.com 


MUST-TRY delicacy: Bibingka Special 


smooth and silly consistency that can on- 
ly be perfected through the decades. 

Also, now that it’s summer, it is ex- 

tremely refreshing to relax under the 

Ebún tents with their shakes and coolers. 

My personal favorite is the Camias 

Shake, which transports you to the 

beachside with every sip. You may also try 

another house specialty, the halo-halo, 

which uses ice shaved by a specifically im- 

Ў ported machine to a very fine texture that it 

instantly melts in your mouth. 

Tor dishes that range from P80-P280, Ebiin 
is not a bad place for a quick, practically 
home-cooked meal. 

Now Ebün's sense of taste may not be аз 
sharp as your grandmother’ but it is a 
very reasonable and close cry to your 
favorite provincial meal in the 
convenience of a posh Makati 
mall. Some dishes may lack 
the passion and love that 
was poured into your fa- 
vorite dish by your Indang 
Belen or Nana Tsayong, but 
you definitely have a choice 

that beats city fast-food. 


і 
a 


Ebín is on the ground floor of 

Greenbelt 3. Open 10 a.m.-10 

p.m, Monday-Thursday; 10 ате2 
a.m., Friday-Sunday. 


Email the author at margauxsalcedo@ 


WIN THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 
FROM THE ULTIMATE HARD DRIVE MACHINE. 
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By Linda B. Bolido 


EADER GLORIA 
Rese who. com. 
plained about poor af- 


ter-sale service, raised a valid 
point when she wrote to the 
manager of the company that 
needed prodding from the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
before it acted on her problem. 

“Itis unfortunate that have to get the 
attention of... the Department of Trade 
to handle my problem... I sincerely hope 
that in the future, you will treat your 
clients with courtesy and provide them 
the necessary after-sales service. It is a 
Known fact that the only way to keep any 
business growing is good service...” 

1 just had this same problem myself 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


LIFESTYLE, 


Waiting to be told 


with my cable television provider. 1 was 
calling almost every week to complain of 
poor reception and I wanted a technician 
to look into the problem. They only acted 
with dispatch after 1 managed to have 
my e-mail forwarded to the owner. 

"Why do we wait to be told to do what 
we already know is our job? Lam sure the 
staff would have preferred to leave the 
owner out of my problem but by ignoring 
my complaints, they invited precisely the 
situation they wanted to avoid. 

The best thing to do, if you are an em- 
ployee who want to keep your job, is to 
give the customer no reason to bring 
his/her complaint to management or 
DTI. Either way, I don’t think bosses will 
want that to happen. 

Never assume that the customer could 
not do anything but wait for you to find 
the time for his/her complaint. These 
days many customers no longer choose 


THE 
CONSUMER 


to suffer in silence. They explore every 
available avenue to air their grievances. 


Customer unwanted 

But at least my new cable company is 
always ready to offer assurances that 
they are doing something about my 
problem in their control center. My old 
Cable service provider was worse. 1 re- 
ported on a Tuesday that 1 completely 
lost cable reception and they told me 
their technician would only be available 
оп Saturday four days later. 

Yet, when Lasked when they could end 
my subscription, they said they could ef- 
fect the disconnection the next day. 


If that doesn't tell you your custom is 
unwanted, I don't know what will 

Sometimes even going to the top is of 
litde help. A colleague found that the due 
date for her water bill fell on Good Friday. 
She called the company's press officer to 
inform him she would make the payment 
on the first working day after the holidays. 

Despite his assurances that it was all 
right, early on the second working day after 
the holidays, men showed up in her home 
wanting to tum off their water connection. 


Wasteful 

The Manila Electric Company does not 
immediately send people to cut off pow- 
er service if your payment does not get 
credited on its due date. But I wish they 
‘would not be so quick to send out discon- 
nection notices. 

If you pay your bill on or a day before 
the due date, you probably have received 


a disconnection notice dated the day after 
your payment was due. Since many peo- 
ple no longer go to Meralco offices to pay 
their bills and banks do not post payments 
оп the same day they are received, 
shouldn't Meralco wait a few days before 
sending out those disconnection notices? 
Think of the paper, time and effort 
wasted sending out reminders to people 
who had already paid their bills. With so 
much resources being wasted, every lit- 
tle effort to cut down on unnecessary 
consumption should be made. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta М 
Giron, is indisposed. Please send letters to 
The Consumer, Lifestyle Section, Philip- 
pine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Ave. cor. 
Mascardo and Yague Sts., Makati City; РО 
Box 2353 Makati Central Post Office, 
1263 Makati; or e-mail Ibolido@inquir- 
er.com.ph —Editor) 


Lessons under mango trees 


From page C4 


through. As а result, the trees aren't 
as big as those that line country 
roads. 

2. Just before harvest is a crucial 
time. Fruits that have fallen prema- 
turely and flowers that are late 
bloomers have to be removed as they 
attract insects. 

3. Mangoes are ready for harvest 
after 120 days. Fruits aren't ripened 
on the tree because these will be less 
sweet. Fruits will ripen give or take 
five days. 

4, Harvest involves three people 
for every tree—one to use the ladder 
or picking tool (sungkit) to bring а 
branch down, but not the fruit; one to 
cut the fruit from the tree; one to get 
the fruit and lay it down in the box 
very gently. 

5. Rico says wrapping fruits (as we 
saw on trees leased by a multination- 
al company for export to Japan) will 
keep the skin smooth but the fruits 
will be less sweet because mangoes 
like heat. 

6. Heat and high humidity make 
for sweet mangoes. And Zambales is 
hotand humid. 


Sweetest 

The first information Rico gave me 
was that, in the “Guinness Book of 
World Records,” mangoes from San 
Salvador Island in Masinloc, Zam- 
bales were declared the sweetest in 
1995. That's only 20 kilometers away 
from his farm, says Rico, hoping, you 
see, that because of the proximity the 
farm shares the reputation. 

While Rico's mango information 
was interesting, totally fascinating is 
his mother, Filo, whose talent is in 
sorting the fruit. Her children say she 
can tell just by holding a fruit if it's 
good or not. 

Filo says a powdery exterior is a 
sure sign of an excellent fruit. The 
sorting also includes grouping ac- 
cording to size. So there's jumbo 


(about ¥ kilo per piece), extra, large, 
medium and regular. 

But there are mangoes that won't 
grow large. You'll be surprised that 
these are not thrown or given away. 
They are bought and even preferred 
by some customers. Called bioco, 
those in the know rub the fruit with 
two hands, insert a straw and drink 
the instant sweet mango juice. Anoth- 
er priceless freak. 


Cash crops 

Rico has learned not to put all his 
mangoes in one kaing, so to speak. Не 
grows cash crops just in case some- 
thing happens to his mango harvest. 
Every 65 days, he has honeydew and 
‘watermelon with yellow meat. 

At the lunch, a guest whose busi- 
nessis supplying seeds for cash crops, 
enlightened us on what people listen 
for when they tap on watermelons. То 
demonstrate, he slapped his fore- 
head, then his chest near the heart 
and, lastly, his stomach. 

He says the sound heard in those 
parts of the body should be our guide. 
The forehead sound says the fruit 
isn’t ripe yet. The chest sound indi 
cates a good fruit. The stomach 
sound, an empty one, he says, will tell 
you the fruit is past its prime. 

Tstill have to try that technique. 


We were full not only because of 
the lessons but also from the great 
lunch ofthe fattest steamed crabs and 
grilled prawns, very tender pork sini- 
gang, fresh steamed mussels and Fi- 
Jo's specialty—lutong toyo that looks 
like adobo but is pork cooked with 
justtoyo. 

Of course, we had the fruits of the 
farm. Rico apologized that they didn't 
have enough mangoes yet and what 
ме had were the rejects. But there 
was nothing to be sorry for because 
those were extra sweet. 

Near our lunch table were boxes 
containing fruits they wanted us to 
bring home. Rico had the boxes made 
because they hold the fruit better than. 
the traditional kaing. And because 
mangoes contain so much heat, there 
are holes on. the sides to keep them 
cool and to slow the ripening while the 
fruits are in transit from the farm to 
the market. The box has to look special 
because Rico thinks branding man- 
goes as Batungbacal and the other 
crops as Betagro (Beta Agricultural) 
requires just such packaging. 


Сй Mayet Batungbacal at 
7166178 ог 7147935. Email 
mail.us@beta-agricultural.com 
E-mail the author at pinoyfood04 
@yahoo.com 


Move over, Paul . .. see 


the sense of pride 1 felt upon finding out that 
this famous popcorn was not an imported 
repack, and that Chef Tony is a true blue Fil- 


ipinot 


Chef Tonys Gourmet Popeom is available at 
Price Smart, Cost U less, and stalls at the Рой 

um, Metro Walk and Banawe. For bulk or spe- 
cial orders, premium flavors and franchising, 


call 0917-500-CORN. 


1 love popcorn but always burn it. Can't 


get it right. Please help! 


SUZETTE 


Suzette, the Popcorn King answers your 


questions: 


"The best way to pop corn is the traditional 


When popping begins, wait or listen for 
when the pop intervals are between one to two 
seconds. When they are, tur your heating de- 


vice off. This guarantees 97-percent popping 


Че. 
Best brand for popping? 
Forme, Act2. 
Easy popcorn recipe? 


success, either in your microwave oven or ket- 


Right after popping an Act 2 popcorn pack 


(or four cups of popcorn), add 2 tbsp sugar and 


the Act 2 butter pack or 1-2 tbsp melted dairy 


creme. Shake. 


Оп May 16, Lam starting a hands-on cooking 


dass series for teens, newlyweds and beginners! 


Call 9289296 or 6335162. 


‘way using а kettle. When kertle-popping, com 


must be completely covered with oil but oil 
must be just enough to submerge the corn. 


Email the 
excom.ph 


author at raspiras@inquir- 


DRIVE AROUND THE METRO 
IN A NEW BMW FROM HP. 


Cooking for kids 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF CULI- 
nary Arts will conduct the following classes: 

Kids Lovel—Fish and 
Chips, Pork Barbecue and Chicken Barbecue, 
Popcom Chicken and Shrimps, Baked Macaroni 


Jalapefio Jelly Glaze, Szechuan Pepper Chicken, 
ex. 

May 3—Everyday Chicken 2—Lemongrass 
Honey Chicken, Perfect Chicken a la Kiev Deli- 
cous Provençal Roast Chicken, The Best Brine- 
Mey 1—Some Like It Hot—Chili Pepper cured Fried Chicken Recipes Ever, Chicken a la 
Wings, Сый Popped Shrimps with Spiked King with Homemade Butter Noodles 

Barbecued Chops with Call 9289296, 9273008, 6335162. 


үзөр Owners 
Ee Decorators Ke 
шс tined from 


Baking & Cake Decorating School 


i Ас кумы er Ed 


aveina C. T lorendo 


эт asian ICES” WALL OF FAME AWARDEE 


Amay 4-5 n ало 
PA000- MAY 1-2 

parso -may3 

pasoo maY а.в: 


IOPI -BASIC CAKE DECORATING - ( 711,000 for whole course ) 
70 at tres d eng lose ique poi Биа decore yo acil wem cat sh bobed ang. 
а you own acr Dey ce wag a ps, Sergia bordera стр oven 
jasan eat eoe Bane $ deco yov oun 2 eed weding cake uem farey bordera, serol. 
‘rege Seng бтен NEXT SCHED: JUN 5-9 
2. may 6,43 & 20102040 1200NN. SUGAR FREE BAKING FOR DIABETIC 
Meso MAT 6 Paty diate) учто. Cotes Cheese Сама. Chocoiste Nut Ре, leone Ноне Cake. Lavori. 
NEXT SCHED: JUN 10 
93,000 - MAY 43 - Banana, Arle Amand, Bars, Conc Cake, Choco Nut Ce, Whole Wheat Brna, Ran Bren, 
NEXT SCHED: JUN 47 
3,000 - MAY 20 - Bowie Supreme, Choco Chon, Oranga Chilo Banna Pecan Coates, Spd Racin Cooks 
© Galen Canes Baung ior банка" NEXT SCHED: JUN 24 
3. may 8-14 8:20AM - S20PI- ADVANCED GUMPASTE & FOREIGN METHOD -( P11,000 ) 
мувла ears pone, Oneca. а Repon insertan, Fes Sng Works, Lace Peces New Recon ol 
NEXT SCHED: JUN 12-45 
000) 


odes v Роме уке 8 Outing M SHER IN 
(G- (P13,000. For whole course ) 
шло ce amem. 


6. WAY 45. 19.4 воды SOUPM. COLD PORCELAIN FLOWER COURSES WITH PORCELAIN RECIPE, ( P5:000 ) 
"eb engen Sunn, ит жт; n) ose, Cara, Cynic.) Magala, 
"Goto PORCELAIN DOLLS (P10,000 y appointment" KOH AN 9-1 
1900. For whale course) 
tom d fe жола ac cake tar а fest ото à decorton 
ioca. Bloc Fors сие. Decadence сда Fan Tone cae, Fa Torte cle 
ede, Uns cao Fee cts, йоду Rood cae Calle Crunch cahe: 
чл сй, Мэш Ghose cae, Spacal Рай cake. 


т. MAY 22 -26 0:00am - 5а 
leue masa. ZS Киз ol Spera све 
P3000. APR. 24 
P3000: APR. 25 - 
000 APR. 26 
P3000 APR. 27 
P300 - APR. 28 - 
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Wrapping will keep the skin smooth but the fruits 
will be less sweet because mangoes like heat 


MANGOES ripen in the box. 


НЕ LATE DOREEN GAMBOA 
Fernandez wrote about Batungbacal 
mangoes almost every summer. She COUNTRY 
timed it when the fruits were being harvested COOKING 
printed phone numbers for рес 


г got around to placing my orderbe- icky Fenix 
cause mangoes are always available every 
where. But the name stuck so when I was in- 
Тойшсей to a Batungbacal, it was mangoes, 250 tons of mangoes is down to 180 tons. 
fot Annie, the disco queen of a song, that — Of the five siblings, its Rico Batungbacal 
came to mind. who runs the farm started by the parents, Moy 
Maricar B. Encarnacion hosted a group of and Filo, in the 70s. Rico took over in 1988 
us in Cebu. When she invited me to witness and his mother said she pitied him when the 
Basses time at their mango farm in Zam- rest ofthe family would go home after a visit. 
bales, I couldn't pass up the opportunity. B 
But harvest was delayed. The rains came Leaning from others 
d E ectediy and the temperature dropped, Rico didn't study agriculture but he says his 
R : UC s (ОЧ very unusual for the time of year. management economics degree from the Ate- 
1:5 TIME FOR НЕК Т0 GO TO SCHOOL Though we were grateful for the comfort- neo taught him to devise systems so that trees 
ks = x able weather during our visit, it wasn’t good grow correctly. He learned the science of grow- 
$ for the mangoes. Harvest was less this year ing mangoes and maintaining the trees through 


* | ? From the ideal three months of yield, its experience, consulting experts and visiting oth- 
2 P ; EUM downto one month, That means the average er farms. He has been to the Mango Institute, a 
з s research center on 


en s БЕ G 
Кешш SHED, our cel card becomes, mft Gish, Just GN out ach aba e NESE CULINARY ARTS CENTER SR А 
pank branch aad yoo can enjoy instant funds With a low interest ене per он Saree a eroh Sana ana | 7000 trees. As we 
A poYT EC E 000 trees 
ыш, 2 $ 3 y 2: email cc8c01012006 G yahoo.com. went through the 
ift the iau BERF inset [ rough road, through 


Los 

Learn your lifetime asset from Mr, Lu (the best Chinese Culinary жам Gig Rico 
insouctor from Hong Korg who reveals all secrets and techniques) the | gave us lessons in 

easiest and fastest way to whip up authentic Chinese dishes. Те | f e 

are the last sets of lessons that he will teach in Manila: mango agriculture, 

1, Pruning is nec- 
mestnos|of Vegetarian Dishes ( essary and the right 
time for it is right af- 
2 meetings of Spedal Lessons on How to treat and cook ter harvest. The mid- 
[Dried Sharks’ Fin & Dried Sea Cucumber dle of the tree is cut 


"Cases эге from Apri 27 to May 24. Enrolment ON GOING [Of so the sun's heat goes 
8:30 AM — 6:00 PM (Mon to Sat]. Seat arrangement is based on 
Fist enrolled frst served bass. Beautiful Laminated recipe cards for sale. LESSSONS/ C3 


HP recommends Windows* XP Professional 


Centrino 
Duo 
THE HEAT IS ON 
FOR HP’S BIGGEST SUMMER OFFER! 


Get a chance to win a BMW 1 Series by purchasing any participating Compaq 
Presario/HP Pavilion Notebook PC powered by the Intel” Centrino" Duo Mobile 
Technology to give you the ultimate mobile connectivity. 


Get а chance to win о brand new BMW 1 Series Inthe Wheels of Summer raffle promotion when you purchase 
опу of the following HP notebooks” in participating HP dealers, Upon purchase, customer receives one (1) 
raffle coupon. Write your nome, address, contact number ond signature on Ihe raffle coupon and the name 
Of the soles representative ossisling you, ond drop in designoled drop boxes in participating stores 


Promotion period is Кот April 24 to June 25, 2006. 


| HP PAVILION dv5108TX COMPAQ PRESARIO Raffle draw will be conducted on July 2006 о! the Hewlett-Packard office, under the зш 


x 

068 HoD, 

Sco велен эе with Вен 
DVOS AW биз Layer Dunt Format онаи 
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Par TENOR Рита а 798 Sores ot 000, 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact hp.com 


Hurry and visit your nearest HP reseller 
and get a chance to win a BMW 1 Series. 
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